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Chamber re-elects 
directors for 2025

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce held its annual mem-
bership meeting November 7 at 
the Mulkey Theatre.

Members learned about 
Chamber activities over the last 
year with more than 1,000 wel-
come bags distributed, a new 
Chamber website, and improved 
member communications being 
some of the accomplishments. 
There are currently 100 member 
businesses and organizations in 
the Chamber.

The Chamber will continue 
participating in Small Business 
Saturday promotions on Novem-
ber 30, and shop-at-home promo-
tions will continue through the 
upcoming holiday season.

Chamber board mem-
bers Sharlene Bordonaro, Chris 
Wilson, and Latonya Wilson 
were re-elected to the board. 
They serve with fellow board 
members Ashlee Estlack, Court-
ney Monroe, Bob Weiss, Tracy 
Farmer, Richard Green, and 
Collin Monroe. 

Local voters 
back Trump, 
defeat HISD 
tax increase

Donley County voters turned 
out in large numbers to support 
Republican candidates and narrowly 
turned down a Hedley school tax 
increase during the general election 
last Tuesday, November 5.

Hedley ISD voters said “no” to 
a proposed 12-cent increase in the 
school’s tax rate during the Voter 
Approved Tax Ratification Election 
(VATRE). School officials said the 
higher tax would have helped pay for 
higher salaries, security upgrades, 
and other expenses to help deal with 
dwindling state funds, according to 
school officials. HISD voters struck 
down the proposal 108-135.

With more than 74 percent 
of registered voters participating, 
Donley County heavily supported 
Republican candidates up and down 
the ballot favoring former president 
Donald Trump (R) over Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris (D), 1,492 to 
174 with Libertarian Chase Oliver 
and the Green Party’s Jill Stein pick-
ing up eight and nine votes respec-
tively.

US Sen. Ted Cruz (R) did not 
have as much as support locally but 
still overwhelmed Democrat Colin 
Allred, 1,442 to 191 with Libertarian 
Ted Brown getting 25.

US Rep. Ronny Jackson and 
State Rep. Ken King were both 
unopposed and received 1,445 and 
1,483 respectively.

Local unopposed candidates 
received the following votes, Donley 
County Attorney Landon Lambert 
1,447, Sheriff Butch Blackburn 
1,487, Tax Assessor-Collector Kristy 
Christopher 1,483, Pct. 1 Commis-
sioner Del Essary 377, Pct. 3 Com-
missioner Greg Wootten 374, and 
Pct. 3&4 Constable Randy Bond 
624.

By Ted Harbin, TwisTed Rodeo
At just 23 years of age, Cole 

Franks has accomplished a great deal 
in the world of rodeo.

Three seasons ago, he won 
the National Intercollegiate Rodeo 
Association’s bareback riding and 
all-around championships while 
helping Clarendon College to the 
men’s team national title. He then 
became the Resistol Bareback 
Riding Rookie of the Year, advanc-
ing to the National Finals Rodeo for 
the first time. He finished third in the 
2021 world standings. A year later, 
he was back in Las Vegas, where he 
finished fourth on the money list.

He returns to the NFR for the 
third time in four years this Decem-
ber with a lot of goals on his mind, 
but there’s one that sticks out.

“I want to be at the South Point 
after the first round,” Franks said, 
referring to the casino and resort 

that hosts the nightly Montana Sil-
versmiths Go-Round Buckle Pre-
sentation. “I want to be at the buckle 
ceremony getting that buckle.”

That’s one of the things that has 
alluded him; he’s been close, but he 
has yet to stake his claim to a round 
win in Sin City. He’s competed 20, 
earned almost $300,000 in two trips 
the ProRodeo’s grand finale, but 
there are more things he wants to 
accomplish. Go-round winners not 
only earn a shiny new buckle and 
a bottle of Pendleton Whisky, they 
also collect the lion’s share of the 
nightly payout.

All those things add up, and 
when dollars are piled on top of 
one another, the ultimate goal is the 
world championship. That is earned 
by the contestants in each event who 
conclude the 10-day championship 
with the most money won through 
the season. There are 135 cowboys 

Hedley ISD celebrated 
the grand opening of its new 
playground on Monday, 
November 11, with a fun-
filled event for students, 
staff, board members, and 
the entire community. 

After months of antici-
pation, students finally got 
to explore the new equip-
ment that replaced the 
older structures. The event 
was marked by cupcakes 

and excitement as students 
explored the fresh outdoor 
space designed for both fun 
and fitness.

The journey to this 
playground began with the 
removal of the old equip-
ment, followed by site prep-
aration and the installation 
of the new equipment. 

Thanks to the Stron-
ger Connections Grant, 
which Superintendent 

Tracey Langford applied 
for in July 2023, the district 
could fund this playground, 
open a Community Closet, 
and launch a district-wide 
mental health program that 
benefits students, families, 
and staff members alike.

The grant award took 
several months to arrive, 
but the impact has been pro-
found. 

“We’re so pleased to 

offer these new resources 
to our students and the 
community,” Superinten-
dent Langford said. “The 
playground is a space for 
play and connection, and 
our Community Closet and 
mental health program fur-
ther our commitment to sup-
porting every aspect of our 
students’ well-being.”

After school hours, 
community members and 

their families are welcome 
to enjoy the playground, 
accessible through the 
gate on the east side of the 
school. 

Officals say this play-
ground has been a labor of 
love, and with a year and a 
half of planning and dedica-
tion, Hedley ISD is proud to 
offer this new space to both 
students and community 
members for years to come.

Clarendon 
sales tax 
figure dips 

Sales tax revenues for 
Clarendon slipped in November 
when Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar delivered monthly allocations 
last week.

Clarendon’s revenue of 
$52,736.12 this month was down 
from $61,362.03 one year ago at this 
time. The city is still ahead for the 
calendar year-to-date, up 1.07 per-
cent at $473,040.17.

Hedley was up considerably at 
$4,358.95 compared to $1,697.73 
last November. Hedley is now 
up 42.08 percent for the year at 
$17,225.33

In Howardwick, sales tax 
revenues were up 8.45 percent to 
$2,097.38, but the lakeside city is 
behind for the year, down 5.69 per-
cent at $19,373.26, largely due to 
lowering its sales tax rate in the fall 
of 2023.

Statewide, Hegar delivered 
$1.2 billion in local sales tax allo-
cations for November, 1.1 percent 
more than in November 2023.

These allocations are based on 
sales made in September by busi-
nesses that report tax monthly and 
on sales made in July, August and 
September by quarterly filers.

and cowgirls who will challenge 
for rodeo’s gold in Las Vegas, and 
only a handful will grab it.

For Franks, just making 
it back to the NFR is a case of 

redemption. He finished the regu-
lar season with $139,556, good 
enough for eighth in the bareback 
riding world standings – only the 

Hedley ISD celebrates new playground
Hedley school kids and employees celebrated the opening of their new playground Monday. � COURTESY PHOTO

Posting the colors
American Legion member Russell Hairgrove carries Old Glory during the Adamson-Lane Post’s Veterans Day service in Hedley 
Monday morning followed by Roger Hagar with the Lone Star Flag. � ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Franks ready for NFR redemption

NFR send off party 
to be held Nov. 22

An NFR Sendoff Party & 
Ribeye Dinner for Clarendon Col-
lege cowboys Cole Franks, Wyatt 
Casper, Brody Wells, and Wacey 
Schalla, and Weston Timberman 
will be held next Friday, Novem-
ber 22, at the Donley County 
Activity Center at 7 p.m.

Proceeds benefit Clarendon 
College Rodeo. Tickets are $100 
and include dinner for two and 
entry in the $1,000 cash drawing. 
Event includes live music and a 
silent auction. For tickets, contact 
Bret Franks at 806-440-1366.

Small Town Christmas 
to be held on Nov. 30

Shop Small and support local 
businesses Saturday, November 
30, in Clarendon with a great line 
up of fun, sales, and activities.

Visit local merchants all 
day in celebration of Small Busi-
ness Saturday. Then starting at 4 
p.m., enjoy the fun and festivities 
in downtown Clarendon, featur-
ing Santa at the Donley County 
Courthouse at 5 p.m. and the 
Courthouse Lighing Ceremony at 
6 p.m. followed by food trucks, 
music, games, a scavenger hunt, 
and more More details coming 
soon. Clarendon’s Cole Franks riding New Scarlett in Vegas at the 

NFR in 2022. � PRCA PHOTO BY CLICK THOMPSON

See ‘Franks’ on page 8.
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Before the Civil War, the San Saba 
area in the heart of Texas was peaceful, 
tranquil, and beautiful. But carpetbag-
ger government after the war changed 
that environment by permitting and even 
encouraging lawlessness in the area. 
Forced to take the law into their own 
hands, residents of San Saba organized 
themselves into the “Mob of San Saba.” 
The Mob hung rustlers, evicted claim 
jumpers, and generally restored law and 
order in San Saba. But power eventu-
ally corrupts, and the Mob eventually 
became the problem rather than the solu-
tion. In self-defense, some of the law-
abiding citizens organized an

“anti-mob” and appealed to Gover-
nor Charles A. Culberson for help. Cul-
berson dispatched four Texas Rangers 
to San Saba, one of whom was Captain 
Edgar Thomas Neal.

While highly respected and known 
for his bravery and integrity, Neal had 
never killed a man. Although ready on 
many occasions to fire his weapons, he 
never had to take such action. Somehow 
Neal managed to make his arrests peace-
fully. Two examples show Neal’s suc-
cessful technique.

Assigned to arrest a man named 
Bill Edmonson, Neal went to the Cot-

tonwood Pond 
community to 
find him. Every-
one knew that 
the clannish 
residents at the 
Pond would give 
armed resistance 
to any attempt 
to arrest one of 
their number. Nevertheless, Neal went 
alone and unarmed. Finding Edmonson 
plowing corn, Neal went up to him and 
began a natural conversation.

“Bill, there’s been a little trouble 
concerning the whereabouts of some 
missing steers. I have a warrant here 
for you, so I can take you into town 
where you can explain your side of the 
matter. Suppose we unhitch your horse 
and take him and mine to your barn and 
feed ‘em a little corn. Maybe you’d have 
your woman cook us up a snack as it’s a 
long ride to San Saba.” Mrs. Edmonson 
fixed the requested meal, and after the 
two men had eaten, they mounted their 
horses and started for San Saba with 
Neal continuing his friendly, informal 
patter.

Edmonson was headed for jail 
before he realized what was happening.

On another occasion, Neal was sent 
to the community of Cherokee to arrest 
D. F. McQuinn, a newspaper editor and 
a Civil War veteran, who had publicly 
threatened to kill Francis M. Burns. 
McQuinn was easily provoked to anger 
and was considered dangerous. Although 
advised by friends to take deputies, Neal 
again went alone and unarmed.

“Mr. McQuinn,” Neal said upon 
meeting his intended prey, “you’ve been 
kind enough to publish some nice things 
about me in your paper for which I’m 
deeply grateful. I sure would appreciate 
it if you’d come with me to San Saba 
and help straighten out a little difficulty 
which appears to have arisen between 
you and an old acquaintance.” When 
McQuinn scoffed at the idea, Neal 
looked him straight in the eye and said 
softly but firmly, “I can’t think of any 
reason why you and I should ever permit 
any trouble to come between us. Can 
you, sir?”

McQuinn succumbed to Neal’s 
quiet determination, as others had also 
done, and he went along quietly to jail.

Although ready to use his gun, Neal 
always tried to avoid the necessity. And 
he was successful in so doing.

Now that the election is over, my 
ancient Uncle Mort and his domino-
playing buddies down in the thicket can 
resume their usual mostly-minutia con-
fabs that too often lack authenticity.

This reminds me of the annual 
extravaganza birthed in 1929 when 
old-timers of Burlington, Wisconsin 
held their first-ever “Liars’ Contest.” 
They called it “harmless fibs for fun and 
folly.”

The contest caught on nation-
ally, thanks to hundreds of newspapers 
providing free publicity. One winner, 
some 50 years ago, was the late Choc 
Hutcheson of Lubbock, a brilliant eccen-
tric before he learned to shave. He “lied” 
about a man who invented a duck call so 
authentic that it attracted decoys.…

*****
All this to say that Uncle Mort and 

his gang may usher in a new contest. It’s 
goal in some respect is to mimic the Bur-
lington bunch, but entries must be based 
on facts, even if loosely hinged.

Soon, Burlington will announce its 
2024 winner, near New Year’s Eve on a 
slow news day.

Shucks, Texas may have bigger 
liars every year than contestants in Wis-
consin, but with the East Texans’ slant 
may garner even more attention that 
outright lies. They, too, are expected to 
announce their winner around year’s 
end….

*****
They’re requiring contestants not 

only to cite threads of truth, but also to 
restrict entries to a topic. The first will 
center on the two most unlikely robber-
ies in Texas history.

Someone mentioned the Santa 

Claus bank rob-
bery that occurred 
on December 23, 
1927, in Cisco, TX. 
In those days, bank 
robberies were com-
monplace, occur-
ring an average of 
four times daily 
in the Lone Star 
State. Who “woulda 
thunk” that jolly old 
St. Nick would brandish a pistol while 
he and his gang made a record haul of 
$12,400 in cash and $150,000 in nego-
tiable securities?

The record was disallowed, how-
ever, since the goods were left behind 
during the melee of gunfire that fol-
lowed….

*****
“Baloney, that was ‘chump 

change’,” Mort asserted. “A far more 
unusual robbery occurred on Sept. 4, 
2024. The total grab was $240 million 
and, even with inflation, this record 
figure eclipses $12,400, even with infla-
tion factored in.  And not a single shot 
was fired.” Three sets of eyeballs would 
have been hard-pressed to open wider. 
“What, in the name of the National Foot-
ball League, are you talking about?” one 
asked.

Mort had done is homework, 
pointing to Dak Prescott’s $240 million 
contract as quarterback of the Dallas 
Cowboys. This is the largest NFL con-
tract in history, and no doubt it will be 
eclipsed next year. 

“It’s been more than 96 years – 
nearly 36,000 days – since the robbery 
in Cisco, so I think it’s time to pin-point 

a more recent unusual ‘robbery’,” Mort 
chuckled. He mentioned that the bank 
robbers left their treasure behind, but 
Dak – and/or his agent – had enough 
‘smarts’ to include a guaranteed pay-
ment of $231 for the four-year commit-
ment.”….

*****
As their “yakking” continued, 

someone mentioned that Dak’s being 
paid almost $1,000,000 per game, 
regardless of the outcomes and whether 
or not he’s sidelined by injuries, as is 
currently the case.

Another quickly added that he earns 
more in one quarter than the $985,000 
San Francisco’s Brock Purdy makes for 
the entire season. (Footnote: The 49’ers 
beat the Cowboys, and Purdy’s salary 
will shoot upward next season.)

The fourth member of the “geezer 
group” suggested comparing Prescott’s 
salary with Babe Ruth’s record haul of 
$70,000, grudgingly paid to the baseball 
star for the 1914 season. One reporter 
commented that Ruth’s salary was 
more than President Wilson’s. “I had 
a better year than the president,” Ruth 
responded. 

Who can blame Prescott? There are 
two signatures on the contract. And all 
of this craziness is supported by gullible 
fans whose football appetites are insa-
tiable.  Stay tuned for Burlington’s 2024 
winning lie. It may pale compared to the 
East Texans’ powerful comparison that 
has more than a few shreds of truth….

*****
Dr. Newbury, longtime university president, 
continues to speak and write. The Idle 
American, begun in 2003, is one of the 
nation’s longest-running syndicated humor 
columns. Contact: 817-447-3872. 

Let the people 
vote on vouchers

There was a big news story on Tuesday’s Election 
night that you may not have heard about.

“School Choice” initiatives were on the ballot in 
three states. Colorado and Kentucky voters said no to  
constitutional amendments to allow public dollars to 
be used for private schools, and Red State Nebraska 
voters said yes to a repeal of the voucher program 
passed by their legislature.

The Kentucky movement to keep public dollars 
in public schools is, I think, the most intriguing and 
relatable to what’s ahead for Texas.

The “School Choice” mantra has become a policy 
movement that has been adopted by Conservatives 
and the Republican Party 
at all levels. Donald Trump 
has even signaled that there 
may be school choice passed 
at the federal level during 
his new administration, and 
Project 2025 lists school 
choice as one of their policy 
reforms. So it would be easy 
for us all to believe that 
“school choice” is supported 
by the people who elect 
Republicans and voted for Trump.

But that is not the case. In Red State Kentucky 
Trump won with 64 percent of the vote and at the 
same time those same voters said NO to a school 
choice referendum on a statewide ballot by a vote of 
65 percent-35 percent and, it lost in every county in 
the State.

And it wasn’t complicated either.
The “Yes” side presented the question in a way 

that was very favorable to their cause:  “To give par-
ents choices in educational opportunities for their 
children, are you in favor of enabling the General 
Assembly to provide financial support for the educa-
tion costs of students in kindergarten through 12th 
grade who are outside the system of common (public) 
schools by amending the Constitution of Kentucky?” 
and they marketed the issue with yard signs that said 
“Putting Students First”.

The “no” side kept it simple, saying “Public 
funds are for public schools.” And THIS is the mes-
sage that won the day.

In Colorado, a similar referendum also failed 
by a 52 percent-48 percent margin, and in rural, red 
Nebraska, they voted to repeal the “school choice” bill 
passed by their majority GOP legislature by a margin 
of 57 percent-43 percent.

To this date, every effort to direct public dollars 
out of the public school system that has been taken to 
the voters for a statewide vote has failed.

There is an important lesson to be learned by 
Texas Legislators through the experiences of these 
other states.

First, there is no correlation between voter sup-
port for Republican candidates and voter support 
for vouchers. In fact, there you could argue there is 
disconnection. A large majority of voters who support 
Republican candidates at the same time voted against 
using public money for vouchers.

The most likely reason for this is that opposi-
tion to vouchers or support for school choice are not 
moving issues for folks like the economy or immigra-
tion. And really, most people, especially in rural com-
munities, actually like their schools so there’s not a 
threat either way that moves them to vote for or vote 
against a candidate based on their position on vouch-
ers and school choice.

The second lesson is this; Texans deserve to 
have a real, honest conversation over the future of our 
public schools, which we have not yet had, legislators 
need to be statesmen, not politicians, and we need to 
take a real hard look at the education policies of this 
state.

There is a national “conservative” school choice 
movement happening across America and the billion-
aires are backing it. Governor Abbott took upwards 
of $10 million from those out-of-state billionaires and 
used that money to defeat in the primaries indepen-
dent, Rural Republicans who had voted to support 
their public schools and the families and students 
those schools serve.

Abbott used this money to spread misinformation 
about those Rural Republican legislators, to question 
their character, and to lie about their conservative 
records. Due to Abbott’s billionaire-backed smear 
campaign, we lost valuable House leaders and advo-
cates for rural issues such as education, water, agricul-
ture, healthcare, and local control.

The sad reality is that in all the mail, all the 
TV commercials, all the text messaging, and all the 
speeches given during those primaries, Texans were 
not given an opportunity to understand either the pros 
or the cons of what vouchers, ESAs, or school choice 
would mean for all Texans.

We know the disconnect exists and Texans should 
be allowed to weigh in on whether public money 
should be spent on private schools in Texas.

So now is our chance.
I have nothing to gain in staying the course on 

this mission. My daughter already graduated from a 
rural school and she’s thriving at the University of 
Texas. But I care about the kids and the families in my 
community and the opportunities for ALL of the stu-
dents in this state.

Abbott says he has his votes to pass a school 
choice bill in Texas, and it’s going to be a doozy they 
all say. They’ve warned anyone who opposes them to 
get ready because they are going to shove the worst 
thing possible down our throats.

I say we let the people decide. Let “we the 
people”, the Texans, vote on a Statewide Constitu-
tional Ballot Proposition to allow the legislature to 
spend public dollars on private education.

Education is too important an issue to get it 
wrong, and if taking public dollars out to provide 
school choice is as popular with Texans, as the Gover-
nor says it is, then what do we all have to lose?

Suzanne Bellsnyder is the Editor for the Texas Rural 
Reporter and writes about policy issues that impact Rural 
Texans.  Suzanne worked at the State Capitol as a Chief 
of Staff to a Texas Senator and now resides in Spearman 
Texas in the Panhandle.  You can email her at newsletter@
texasruralreport.com. Visit www.texasruralreport.com for 
more rural Texas news.
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by suzanne bellsnyder
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tales of the old west
by george u. hubbard

the idle 
american
by don newbury

Ranger Neal had no notches on his gun

When boredom becomes terminal
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LEMONADE

CHERRY
LIMEADE

STRAWBERRY
LIMEADE

56575-110_FEE_1124_WC1_LEMONADE_LIMEADE • Window Cling

Now Hiring at Clarendon Sonic!
US 287 West • 806.874.0483

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m.

Steve & Janet Carter
Phone: 806.874.2007

PHELPS PLUMBING
heating • air-conditioning

806-662-7126
HVAC# TACLB3255E PLUMBING # 12746

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

Mulkey
t h e a t r e

THIS WEEKEND

RED ONE
RATED PG-13
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 15 & 16       7:30 P.M.
SUN., NOV. 17 2:00 P.M.

ADULT: $7
KIDS 3-12: $5

KIDS 2 & UNDER: FREE
DOORS OPEN 30 MINUTES BEFORE SHOW

874-SHOW • MULKEYTHEATRE.COM

POSITIVE FEED SALES

DANNY ASKEW
806-679-6927

All-In-One 30%
Supplement for Cattle

Helping hands
Hedley ISD board members and staff held a spaghetti luncheon 
on Sunday to help school secretary LaRae Alexander with medi-
cal expenses during her battle with breast cancer.  All food was 
donated as well as desserts, and all proceeds made will go 
straight to LaRae to help her. She is also a 2001 graduate from 
Hedley High School.� COURTESY PHOTO

EPIC field trip
These Hedley Junior High students attended the EPIC careers and 
college conference on November 7 at Region 16 and West Texas 
A&M. They attended sessions covering different careers available 
in the Amarillo area and then got to speak with some WT students 
of life in college.� COURTESY PHOTO

Senior walk
Hedley High School seniors walked the field for the last time during the junior high game with 
Paducah.� COURTESY PHOTO

The Hedley Junior High Owls played Paducah last Thursday, 
November 7, and closed out the season with a loss. The varsity 
Owls did not get to play their last game because of injuries and 
illness. � COURTESY PHOTO

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or 
entry/patio doors between 5/1/2024 and 8/31/2024. Additional $100 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. 
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial 
institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. 
CA License CLSB #1050316. Central CA License #1096271. License #RCE-50303. OR License #198571. WA License #RENEWAP877BM. WA License #RENEWAW856K6, FL License #CGC1527613. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently 
owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual-pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default 
Tables. “Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA13669                         *Using U.S. and imported parts.

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

NO Money Down, NO Monthly Payments, NO Interest for 12 months1

40%
OFF 1

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE1

Take an ExtraBuy One, Get One

$100OFF

AND

AND

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

 Monthly Payments, NO Interest for 12 months1

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE1

AND

844-999-2617

Call by August 31
to schedule your FREE consultation.

Receive A 
FREE

Classified
With every subscription.

Big E 
Classified
WITH EVERY NEW 

OR RENEWED 
SUBSCRIPTION! 

Subscribe 
Today!

FREE

Heldley ISD students enjoying the new playground equipment.
� COURTESY PHOTO
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¿Qué Pasa?
Community Calendar

November 15 & 16
Red One • 7:30 p.m. • Mulkey The-
ater

November 17
Red One • 7:30 p.m. • Mulkey The-
ater

November 30
Small Business Saturday & Christ-
mas in Clarendon • Savings at local 
merchants, activities downtown. 
Details on ClarendonTx.com

November 30
Christmas Lighting Celebration. 
Donley County Courthouse • Santa 
Claus, 5 p.m.; Caroling and Lighting, 
6 p.m.

December 1
How The Grinch Stole Christmas. 
Mulkey Theatre, 6:00 p.m. See page 
26 for details.

Menus
November 18 - 22 
Donley County Senior Citizens 

Mon: Chicken strips, gravy, 
potato wedges, whole wheat roll, 
brownie, iced tea/2% milk.
Tue: Smothered steak & gravy, 
buttered carrots, broccoli & cau-
liflower, whole wheat roll, lemon 
cake, iced tea/2% milk.
Wed: Soft tacks, Spanish rice, 
ranch style beans, garden salad, 
chocolate cake, iced tea/2% 
milk.
Thurs: Turkey, dressing, gravy, 
sweet potatoes, green beans, 
cranberry sauce, whole wheat 
roll, pumpkin pie, iced tea/2% 
milk. 
Fri: Pulled pork sandwich, hoagie 
roll, French fries, coleslaw, canta-
loupe, iced tea/2% milk.

Hedley Senior Citizens 
Mon: Asian sweet chili pork, egg 
rolls, Chinese fried rice, ginger 
carrots, Ambrosia, whole wheat 
roll, iced tea/2% milk.
Tue: Beef enchiladas, refried 
beans, Mexican rice, mixed 
green salad, apple crisp, iced 
tea/2% milk.
Wed: Chicken fried steak, coun-
try gravy, mashed red skin pota-
toes, carrots & green beans, 
peanut butter cookie, whole 
wheat buttermilk biscuits, iced 
tea/2% milk.
Thurs: Pot roast w/gravy, roasted 
carrots, potatoes, & onions, 
brown rice, pumpkin cake, 
banana, whole wheat buttermilk 
biscuit, iced tea/2% milk. 
Fri: Bacon cheeseburger on 
whole wheat bun, onion rings, 
mixed green salad, peaches 
& blueberries, layer bars, iced 
tea/2% milk.

Clarendon CISD
Breakfast 
Mon: Sausage kolache, yogurt, 
fruit, fruit juice, milk.
Tues: Cheese omelet, toast, fruit, 
fruit juice, milk.
Wed: Power breakfast, biscuit, 
gravy, eggs, bacon, fruit, fruit 
juice, milk.
Thu: Breakfast pizza, fruit, fruit 
juice, milk.
Fri: Dutch waffles, sausage, fruit, 
fruit juice, milk.

Lunch
Mon: Meat & cheese chalu-
pas, beans, corn, salsa, orange 
smiles, pudding, milk.
Tues: Chicken n waffles, veggie 
cup, potatoes, fruit, milk.
Wed: Turkey, dressing, roll, corn, 
cranberry sauce, mashed pota-
toes, gravy, green beans, fruit, 
pumpkin pie pudding, milk.
Thu: Breaded mozzarella sticks, 
marinara sauce, tomato cup, 
salad, pears, milk.
Fri: Pizza, carrots, squash, 
grapes, fruit, milk.

Hedley ISD
Breakfast 
Mon: Sausage kolache, bananas, 
fruit juice, milk.
Tues: Cheese omelet, toast, 
peaches, fruit juice, milk.
Wed: French toast, sausage, 
pears, fruit juice, milk.
Thu: Breakfast pizza, mixed fruit, 
fruit juice, milk.
Fri: Croissant ham & cheese, 
peaches, fruit juice, milk.

Lunch
Mon: Meat & cheese chalupas, 
beans, corn, salsa, orange, milk.
Tues: Chili cheese totchos, veggie 
cup, strawberries & bananas, 
milk.
Wed: X-treme burritos, corn, 
cucumbers, rosy applesauce, 
cookie, milk.
Thu: Hamburger, chips, tomato 
cup, garden salad, pears, milk.
Fri: Pizza, carrots, squash, 
grapes, milk.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes 
and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG 
WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

877-740-4342
Switch & Save Today.

 

Mike’s
PHARMACY

Hwy 287 West • Clarendon, Texas

Your
Friendly
Pharmacy
From prescription 
medicine to vitamins, 
we provide everything 
you need, along with 
best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Brandon Frausto, 
PHARMACIST

Call 874-3554 or Toll Free 800-766-2089

806-822-REFZ806-822-REFZ
806-822-7339 • DOWNTOWN CLARENDON • 118 S. KEARNEY806-822-7339 • DOWNTOWN CLARENDON • 118 S. KEARNEY

NOW OPEN!
MON. - THURS. 11 AM - 10 PM

FRI. & SAT. 11 AM - 11 PM
SUN. 11 AM - 9 PM

HAPPY HOUR:  3-6 PM  
$8 LUNCH SPECIALS:

  11 AM - 3 PM,  MON. - FRI.

TACO TUESDAYS
WING WEDNESDAYS

LADIES’ NIGHT THURSDAYS
STEAK NIGHT FRIDAYS

Mon - Fri

Shonda’s Snack Shack

Shonda Snack Shack
Tuesday- Tacos

@ Call & Place Your Order Ahead of  Time
806.662.1613

11 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

Wed. Evening - Chicken Fried Steak

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

Check Facebook for more specials!

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

the lion’s tale
by roger estlack

The Clarendon Lions Club held 
its regular Tuesday noon meeting 
November 12, 2024, with Boss Lion 
Richard Green in charge.

We had 12 members present, 
two attending virtually, Sweetheart 
Lauren Ceniceros, and one guest this 
week – Michael Newhouse, guest of 
Lion Anndria Newhouse.

Lion John Howard was recog-
nized with his ten-year chevron for 
his continued service to Lionism.

The Boss Lion reported that the 
Soup Soirée held at the Lions Hall 
on Sunday was well attended with 
about 30 participants and 16 crock-
pots of homemade goodness. 

Lion Chanel Silva served as 
our guest speaker this week and 
talked about her job at the Donley 
Appraisal District. The district was 
formed in 1983, and prior to that, 
all local taxing entities set their own 
values. The appraisal district stan-
dardized appraisals and centralized 
the assessment and collection of 
property taxes. Rates are set by the 
taxing units based on values set by 
the district. Appraisers are out now 
setting values for about one-third of 
the county. A different third is done 
each year. Paula Lowrie serves as 
the chief appraiser. It takes five years 
of training to be a chief appraiser, 
and Lion Silva is finishing her third 
level. Mrs. Lowrie has been with the 
district since it was created and fol-
lowed the late Lion Charles SoRelle 
as chief appraiser.

Lion Larry Capranica said the 
Donley County Ministerial Alliance 
will hold its annual Thanksgiving 
service on Sunday, November 24, at 
6 p.m. at First Baptist Church.

The 2024 Toys for Joy Drive is 
underway. The program gives toys 
to every elementary school student 
in Clarendon and Hedley ISDs. Toy 
donation boxes will soon be set up 
at Lowe’s Family Center and the 
Clarendon Visitor Center. Monetary 
donations can be made at the Enter-
prise or mailed to Clarendon Lions 
Club, PO Box 1081, Clarendon, TX 
79226.

There being no further business 
we were adjourned to spread Lion-
ism and good cheer throughout our 
fair county.

November is Blaze Coffee 
Accident Awareness Month, and 
area residents are urged to honor 
their local first responders and sup-
port accident awareness by giving 
blood with Coffee Memorial Blood 
Center from now through November 
24, 2024.

Successful donors will receive 
a limited-edition, Blaze Coffee Acci-
dent Awareness T-shirt, while sup-
plies last.

Blaze Coffee was critically 

injured in a workplace accident 
in 2009. Blood transfusions gave 
him 28 more days with his family 
and loved ones before he tragically 
passed away from his injuries. 

Anyone who is healthy and 
16 years old or older can give 
blood. Donation typically takes only 
about an hour, and one donation 
saves up to three lives. Appoint-
ments to donate can be made online 
at  obi.org  or by calling 877-340-
8777. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Blood center honors first responders

The Lady Bronco junior varsity 
may be short on players, but they are 
big on talent and posted two huge 
wins last week. They defeated Tex-
line in their season opener 61-7 and 
outlasted Stratford 38-10.

The ladies hit six three-pointers 
in the game to put them up by 26 
points at the break. Their defense 
was strong as they continually put 
the Lady Tornadoes in spots they 
could not get out of. The Lady Bron-
cos held Texline to only four points 
until the last seven minutes of the 
game. 

Four players finished in double 
figures with Cambree Smith leading 
the way with 14, Sequoia Weatherton 
and Kinslee Hatley put in 13 points 
each, and freshman Addy Havens 
added 10. Jayla Woodard finished 

with nine and Kinley McClelland 
helped with two.

The ladies had an easy go of it 
against Stratford as well and brought 
home a 38-10 win. Once again, the 
Lady Broncos came on strong in 
the first half on the defensive end 
and held their opponent to only four 
points. They were able to hold the 
Lady Elks to single digits until late 
in the final quarter. Smith and Wood-
ard had the hot hand with 14 points 
each. Smith hit 75 percent from the 
bonus line and Woodard knocked 
down two three-pointers. Landry 
King finished with six, and McClel-
land and Hatley had two points each.

The Lady Broncos will take on 
Canyon JV at home on Thursday, 
November 12, at 5:00 p.m. and will 
travel to Vernon November 19.

Lady Bronco JV earns two big wins

Honoring heroes
Hedley students honored the service of American veterans during a special service on November 8.
� COURTESY PHOTO

BECOME
A FAN

Watch Videos.
Leave Comments.

Visit
www.ClarendonLive.com

BECOME
A FAN

Watch Videos.
Leave Comments.

Visit
www.ClarendonLive.com

www.facebook.com/
theEnterprise

Shop at Home
Support the merchants who 

support your community.

Members of the Adamson-Lane Post of the American Legion in 
Hedley honored veterans with a service at the Hedley Lions Den 
Monday. � ENTERPRISE PHOTO

‘Clean’ performance
Clarendon College thespians Adriana Araujo, Emma Roys, and Warren Mays starred in the Wednes-
day night performance of ‘Clean’ at the CC Harned Sisters Fine Arts Center. � ENTERPRISE PHOTO
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ACE
PEST CONTROL

“Is your place an ace place?”
Terry & Jason Wheeler, C.A. TPCL 10615

www.acepestcontrol.pro

806-372-5449
ace.pest@yahoo.com

We Specialize in General Pest, Termite, Pretreatments

SPRING 
SPECIAL

PESTS &
TERMITES

$120 INITIAL TREATMENT
$49 99 / MO. MAINTENANCE

CLARENDON

ARENA OF LIFE COWBOY CHURCH 
FOURTH & PARKS• PASTORS: BUNK & AMY SKELTON 

SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY: 7 P.M.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
US 287 E • 874-3156 • REV. SETH SHIPMAN

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 5 P.M.• WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
300 S. CARHART • 874-2495 

SUN. BIBLE CLASS 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. 
SUN. 6 P.M. • WED. 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF NAZARENE
209 S. HAWLEY • 874-2321 • PASTOR: ALLEN POSEY 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN SERVICE: 11 A.M.
• WED.: 7 P.M.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
12148 FM 2162 • 874-0963
PASTOR: LARRY CAPRANICA 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED. COMMUNITY KIDZ 5:30 P.M. 

WED. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 6 P.M. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
120 E. THIRD ST.  • PASTOR: DR. KEN MCINTOSH

SUNDAY SERVICE: 5 P.M.

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4TH ST. & HWY. 70 SOUTH • PASTOR: JASON HOUSTON
SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:40 A.M.

WED. BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 BUGBEE AVE. • 874-3833 • REV. LANCE WOOD

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:55 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • KID’S ACTIVITIES: WED. 6 P.M. 

YOUTH STUDY: WED. 7 P.M.
COLLEGE MINISTRY: WED. 9 P.M.

CLARENDON METHODIST CHURCH
420 S. JEFFERSON •  874-3667 • BRO. RYAN QUIST 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. YOUTH: 6:OO P.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY 6:30 P.M.

JESUS NAME APOSTOLIC CHURCH
720 E. MONTGOMERY • REV. 874-2078

REV. CALVIN BURROW  
SUN. SERVICES: 3 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BODY OF CHRIST MINISTRIES:
501 S. MCCLELLAND • PASTOR: R.W. ELLERBROOK  

SATURDAY: 6 P.M. • SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: 9:30 A.M.
SUN.: 10:30 A.M.  • SUN. LIFE GROUP: 4:30 P.M.

WED.: 6:30 P.M.

CHRIST’S KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY:
416 S. KEARNEY • 874-2007

SUN. BREAKFAST 9:30 A.M. • SUN. PRAISE & WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 A.M. • WED.: 5 P.M.

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
12120 US 287 (JUST WEST OF CLARENDON) • 874-5020
PUBLIC MEETING & WATCHTOWER STUDY: SUN. 10 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY, CONGREGATIONAL THEOCRATIC MINISTRY 

SCHOOL & SERVICE MEETING• TUES.: 7 P.M.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
301 S. PARKS ST. • 874-2511 • REV. JIM AVENI

SECOND SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 A.M.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONTGOMERY & MCCLELLAND 

FR. BALA POLLISETTI
SUN. MASS 11 A.M.

ST. STEPHENS BAPTIST CHURCH
300 N. JEFFERSON ST. • PASTOR: ROY WILLIAMS

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M. (WEATHER PERMITTING)

TRUE CHURCH OF GOD & CHRIST
301 N. JEFFERSON  • ST. PASTOR: JEFF RILES

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

THE GATHERING
623 W. FOURTH  • PHYLLIS COCKERHAM

SUNDAY: 10 A.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

HEDLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

110 E. SECOND ST. • MINISTER: STEWART MESSER
SUN. BIBLE CLASS: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7:30 P.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 N. MAIN ST. • PASTOR: STAN COSBY

SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
210 N. MAIN ST. • 856-5980 • PASTOR: BRUCE HOWARD

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN.: 11 A.M. & 6 P.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

HOWARDWICK
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

235 RICK HUSBAND BLVD. • 874-3326 • REV. JIM FOX 
SUN. SCHOOL: 8:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:00 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 5 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

MARTIN
MARTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

US 287 W 
SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BRICE
BRICE DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE

PASTOR: LOUIS BENNETT
SUNDAY: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

SPONSORED BY

ROBERTSON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

COUNTRY BLOOMERS 
FLOWERS & GIFTS

WALLACE MONUMENT CO.

GENE & KATHY HOMMEL

CLARENDON FAMILY 
MEDICAL CENTER

J&W LUMBER

PILGRIM BANK

For corrections or 
additions, call 

the Enterprise at:

874-2259

WorshipWorship
  DIRECTORY  DIRECTORY

Joey & Brenda Lee
Lee’s Insurance

PO Box 189 • Clarendon, Texas 79226

806.874.2130

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

The Big Station
of the 806

806-259-3511 • 806-874-9930

FM 105.3

Obituaries
Miller

J a m e s 
“Mac” Miller, 
81, of How-
ardwick died 
M o n d a y , 
N o v e m b e r 
11, 2024, in 
Howardwick.

M e m o -
rial services 
are pending at 
this time.

Cremation and arrangements 
are under the direction of Robertson 
Funeral Directors of Clarendon.

Mac was born October 25, 
1943, in Tucumcari, New Mexico 
to Rex Elliot and Irene Elizabeth 
Miller. He married Trudie Mae Lam-
bert on January 5, 1963, in Tucum-
cari, New Mexico. He had been a 
longtime resident of Amarillo before 
moving to Howardwick 18 years 
ago. He had worked as an insurance 
adjuster prior to his retirement. Mac 
loved all types of motorcycles. He 
was an active member of First Bap-
tist Church of Howardwick where he 
led the praise team for many years 
and went with the Church to jails and 
assisted livings for services. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; two brothers; and three 
sisters.

He is survived by his wife, 
Trudie Miller of Howardwick; his 
daughters, Cindy Edwards and 
husband Vaughan of Amarillo and 
Julie Bejarano and Jamie Garcia of 
Fort Smith, Arkansas; a sister, Alice 
Cross of San Antonio; his grandchil-
dren, Marissa Bejarano and Katryna 
Bejarano; and his great grandchil-
dren, Ava Bejarano and Amara Beja-
rano.

The family request memorials 
be sent to Gentiva Hospice.

Miller

Retired School 
Personnel to 
hold meeting

The Donley County Retired 
School Personnel Association 
will have their bi-annual meet-
ing on Monday, November 18, in 
the Donley County Senior Citizens 
Center at noon.  

The meal will be served and 
then the meeting will begin after-
wards. The program will be pre-
sented by Butch Blackburn, Donley 
County Sheriff.  He will speak to the 
group about being safe from fraud.  

Come, bring a friend and a 
retired teacher who has not joined 
the local retired teachers’ group.

Fifteen Donley County 4-H 
members competed last week at Dis-
trict Roundup and did very well. 

In the Food Challenge contest, 
Addi Snure, Kinslee Paris, Wes-
lynn Shields, Clarah Lewis, Shay-
lee Hall, Kasie Shields and Elliott 
Robertson all had a blast turning a 
few given ingredients into a dish to 
present to the judges. In the Horse 
Quiz Bowl, the intermediate team 

of Paisley Jones, Kassie Askew, 
Teagan Chesser and Adleigh Moore 
earned a third-place finish while 
the senior team of Maloree Wann, 
Grant Haynes, Parker Haynes and 
Ronan Howard finished third as well 
and will advance to the State 4-H 
Roundup in June.  

Teagan Chesser also competed 
in the Public Speaking contest and 
did very well. 

Ag Literacy
Clarendon High School senior Maloree Wann tells local fifth graders about raising show pigs during 
the annual Ag Literacy Day last Thursday, hosted by the Donley County AgriLife Extension Service. 
More than 130 kids attended the event from Clarendon, Claude, Silverton, Valley, and Memphis 
schools to learn about raising animals, stream flows, erosion, corn production, tractor safety, peanut 
production, and more.� ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Addi Snure, Kinslee Paris, Weslynn Shields, Clarah Lewis, Shaylee 
Hall, Kasie Shields and Elliott Robertson competed in the Food 
Challenge contest.  � COURTESY PHOTO

In the Horse Quiz Bowl, the intermediate team of Paisley Jones, 
Kassie Askew, Teagan Chesser and Adleigh Moore earned a third-
place finish.  � COURTESY PHOTO

The senior team of Maloree Wann, Grant Haynes, Parker Haynes 
and Ronan Howard finished third as well and will advance to the 
State 4-H Roundup in June  � COURTESY PHOTO

4-H members competed at District Roundup

Follow us... 
to a website for all your local news. 

What if

didn’t NOTICE?
America ✩

Public notices help expose:
● fraud in government!
● dishonest businesses!
● unfair competitive practices!

Look what

NOTICED!
America ✩

● School district budgets
● Property auctions
● Public hearings
● Local tax changes
● Adoptions

Find out about these 
and much more in your local newspaper!

Look what

is reading!
America ✩

Public Notice
Luxury autos for sale! 

Real estate offered cheap!

Abandonments, foreclosures.

Great deals for sharp shoppers!

What if

didn’t 

NOTICE?

America 
What if

didn’t 

NOTICE?

America 

Public notices 
help expose

● fraud in  government!
● dishonest businesses!

● unfair competitive practices!

Public notices 
help expose

Look what

NOTICED!
America 

Look what

NOTICED!
America 

● School district budgets
● Property auctions
● Public hearings
● Local tax changes
● Adoptions

Find out about these and more in your local paper!

Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.

Find out about these 
and much more in your local newspaper! Follow the sales through your local newspaper.

Find out about these 
and much more in your local newspaper!

Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.

Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.

Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.

Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.
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Greenbelt 
WATER AUTHORITY

MEMBER FDIC

Insurance Agency
NORPP

J&W Lumber

Proud Supporters of the 
Clarendon Broncos!

J&W Lumber

Go! Fight!! Win!!!
Shelton & Shelton Attorneys

Shelton Title Company874-3554

Mike’s
PHARMACY
Mike’s
PHARMACY

874-3554

Good Luck,Good Luck,
Broncos!Broncos! G R E E N B E L T

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

bust ‘em,
broncos!

Good Season, Broncos!

Good Season, Owls!

Let’s Let’s 
GO,GO,26 Years’ Experience 

Locally Owned HH HH& R& R
THE FULL SERVICE COMPANY

ROOFINGROOFINGH H& R L
L
C

Tim Herbert
HEDLEY, TEXAS 806-881-4997

 Broncos! Broncos!

874-SHOW MULKEYTHEATRE.COM

t h e a t r et h e a t r e
MulkeyEst’d 1946

Rooting for 
the Broncos!!

Call 806.874.2259 for your family or business to sponsor the Bronco/Owl page!

Locations in Clarendon, Pampa, Childress, Shamrock, & Amarillo
800.687.9737 | ClarendonCollege.edu

Our TRADITION 
Your SUCCESS

Clarendon Broncos

Hedley Ow
 ROGER A ESTLACK
or ASHLEE ESTLACK

PO BOX 1110 
CLARENDON, TX 79226

Good Season, Broncos!

For all your game For all your game 
day suppliesday supplies

Lowe’s Family CenterLowe’s Family Center 
Backs The BroncosBacks The Broncos

AUG. 30  PANHANDLE away
SEP. 6  SANFORD-FRITCH  away
SEP. 13  HIGHLAND PARK home
SEP. 20   GRUVER  home
SEP. 27 LOCKNEY homecoming
OCT. 11   WELLINGTON* away
OCT. 18   SHAMROCK* home
OCT. 25   WHEELER*  away 
NOV. 1  MEMPHIS*   home
NOV. 8  QUANAH*   away

HERRING BANKHERRING BANK

Banking on  
the Broncos!

AUG. 30 PCHEA away
SEP. 6 GROOM  away
SEP. 13 VERNON N’SIDE home
SEP. 20  CHILLICOTHE HOMECOMING
SEP. 27  HARROLD away
OCT. 4 GUTHRIE home
OCT.11 MCLEAN* away
OCT. 18  PATTON SPRINGS* home
OCT. 25  MOTLEY CO.* away
NOV. 1  OPEN
NOV. 8 PADUCAH* home

Good Season, Owls!

Deliveries made to the 
handicapped & shut-ins by 

calling in advance.

FREE TO THE PUBLIC!
Thursday, November 28, 2024 

Serving from 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Clarendon School Cafeteria

Donations can be made at Pilgrim 
Bank,  mailed to PO Box 45, or made 
at the door. For further details, call 

Keith at 806-277-0808.

Clarendon Community 

Thanksgiving 
Dinner

BIG E CLASSIFIED
WITH EVERY NEW OR RENEWED 

SUBSCRIPTION! 

Subscribe Subscribe 
Today!Today!

FREE
Broncos end 
season in Quanah

By Sandy Anderberg
The Clarendon Bronco foot-

ball team went 0-10 this season but 
fought hard the entire way. In their 
last game of the season, the Broncos 
were defeated 8-40. 

The Broncos’ touchdown and 
extra point came mid-way through 
the first quarter when quarterback 
Kyler Bell threw a strike to senior 
Mason Sims for a 20-yard touch-
down. Sims added the PAT. The 
Indians were able to answer soon 
after with a touchdown, but no extra 
points. 

Quanah found new life in the 
second half and were able to put 
points on the board.

The Broncos will miss seniors 
Mason Sims, Bryce Williams, 
Colton Caudle, Grant Haynes, and 
Dalton Coles along with video mas-
ters Mason Allred and Hunter Emer-
son and trainer Erin Wagner.

Colts slam Quanah 
at home, 36-0

The Clarendon Junior High 
Colts have had a good season on the 
field and blasted Quanah in the final 
game of the season at 36-0.

Both teams struggled somewhat 
in both of their possessions early in 
the game. But the Colts were able 
to break through when Tyler Smith 
picked up a Quanah fumble and ran 
it back for six points and the lead.  
Defensively, the Colts were solid as 
they were able to make several big 
stops. Several players had big hits in 
the game and frustrated the Indians 
all night long. 

Jaequan Weatherton converted 
a Quanah fumble caused by another 
big hit and scored from 45 yards out 
for another touchdown in the second 
quarter of play. Weatherton also 
added the extra points.

Quarterback Braxton Gribble 
and Paxton English teamed up for 
a 40-yard pass that was downed at 
the two-yard line. After a Colt pen-
alty, the duo struck again, but this 
time English found the goal line 
for the next Colt score. Gribble was 
able to convert the extra point on a 
QB keeper. Smith then intercepted 
a Quanah pass for a pick six with 
Weatherton adding the PAT. The 
Colts took the 30-0 lead to the locker 
room.

After a slow third quarter, Grib-
ble ran the ball in for the Colts’ final 
touchdown from 40 yards out to top 
the Indians 36-0.

Lady Broncos win 
season opener
By Sandy Anderberg

The 2024-2025 Lady Bronco 
team is stacked with talented juniors 
and seniors who are ready for a great 
season. Their first wins came last 
week against Texline and Stratford. 
They defeated Texline 55-37 and 
won 47-42 over the Lady Elks.

Four players finished in double 
figures against Texline with junior 
Kashlyn Conkin going three for 
three from the arc to finish with 11. 
Presley smith, Kenidee Hayes, and 
Kate Shaw dropped 10 points each in 
the win. The Lady Broncos jumped 
out early to take a commanding lead 
and were able to hold off anything 
the Lady Tornadoes tried. Kennadie 
Cummins added six points to the 
total, Berkley Moore helped with 
five, and Tandie Cummins put four 
points.

The Lady Broncos shot 100% 
from the free throw line against 
Stratford, which made a big differ-
ence in the outcome of the game. 
Along with three big shots from 
Moore, two from Hayden Elam, and 
one from Conkin, the Lady Bron-
cos were strong offensively. Moore 
finished with 17 points and hit four 
of four from the bonus line. Elam 
poured in 11 points and made all 
three free shots.

Defensively, the Lady Broncos 
are strong and their quickness and 
court sense allows them to make 
crucial steals and cause a number of 
turnovers. Smith added eight points 
to the board, while Shaw helped with 
four. Conkin put in three and Hayes 
and K. Cummins helped with two 
each.

The ladies will take on Canyon 
on Thursday, November 12 at 6:00 
in the Bronco Gym and participate 
in the Slaton Tournament November 
14-16.

Free Big E Classified
with every new subscription

Mason Sims gains yards for the Broncos last week.� QUANAH TRIBUNE CHIEF / SHANE LANCE

Bronco Kyler Bell looks for an open man last Friday in Quanah.� QUANAH TRIBUNE CHIEF / SHANE LANCE
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Need To 
Sell It?
Why not put 

it in the 
Big-E Classifi eds?

Call
874-2259

Clarendon Lions Club Regular 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
David Dockery, Boss Lion. Roger 
Estlack, Secretary

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce Regular 
Board of Directors meeting third Tuesday 
each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Clarendon 
Visitor Center.

Clarendon Lodge #700 AF&AM 
Stated meeting: Second Mondays, 
7:30 p.m.  Refreshments at 6:30 
p.m.  Practice: Fourth Mondays,   
7 p.m. Chris Wilson - W.M., Russell 
Estlack - Secretary. 2 B 1, ASK 1

MEETINGS

Call in your ad at

874-2259
Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. 

Prepayment required. 
Visa / MasterCard accepted.

Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. classifi eds

REAL ESTATE

Clarendon Alcoholics Anony-
mous Group 806-661-1015, 
806-671-9766, 806-205-1840, 
24 hour hotline 877-421-4334. 
Mon. & Sat. 7 p.m. 416 S Kear-
ney St.

Big E Meeting Listings
only $8.50 per month. Call 

874-2259 to have your club or 
organization meeting listed.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

FACILITIES AVAILABLE - Family Reunions, 
Receptions, Business Meetings, Club Func-
tions, and more. Clarendon Lions Hall, 111 W. 
Fourth. Call 874-2259 for rental information.

Saints' Roost Museum
610 East Harrington

Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Open for appointments.

Call 874-2746.

ANNOUNCEMENTS SERVICES

������������������������������
��������������������������

����������������������������������
��������������������������

THIS FUN PAGE IS SPONSORED BY OUR NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION PARTNER:

MEMBER FDIC

HELP WANTED

BEST WESTERN PLUS RED RIVER INN in 
Clarendon, TX is taking applications for House-
keeping Attendants.  The ideal candidate will 
be dependable and have a positive attitude.  
Starting pay is $10 per hour with a raise to 
$12 after a two-week training period.  Further 
raises (up to $15 per hour) will be based on 
performance and reliability.  Uniforms pro-
vided.  Paid vacation.  Pool and fi tness center 
privileges.  Pleasant environment.  The hours 
are generally 8am to 3pm fi ve days a week 
including most weekends.  Please apply in 
person.

HEDLEY SENIOR CITIZENS is looking for a 
part time Cooks Helper. Hours are 8 - 1:30 
Monday and 8:30-1:30 Tuesday-Friday with 
weekends off. Please come to the Center for 
an application at 112 Main Street, Hedley.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
THE STATE OF TEXAS  
COUNTY OF DONLEY                             
By virtue of Tax Warrant issued out of the 
100th District Court of Donley County, Texas 
in Cause # 24-065-DCCV-07886 on the 22nd 
day of October, 2024, by the Clerk thereof, 
and to me as Sheriff, directed and delivered, 
I will proceed to sell at 10:00 a.m. on the 3rd 
day of December, 2024 at the East Door of 
the Donley County Courthouse, in Clarendon, 
Texas, the properties described below:
Cause No. Styling Legal Description
24-065-DCCV-07886 City of Howardwick, 
et al vs. 
Owners of Various Properties Located Within 
the City Limits of Howardwick, Texas Tract 1. 
Lot Sixty (60), Nocona Hills Addition, City of 
Howardwick, Donley County, Texas. R8416
Tract 2. Lot Sixty-three (63), Nocona Hills Addi-
tion, City of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas. 
R8419

NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF DONLEY
By virtue of Orders of Sale issued out of the 
Judicial District Court of DONLEY County in the 
following cases to me, as Sheriff,
directed and delivered, I will proceed to sell 
at 10:00 A.M. on the 3rd DAY OF DECEMBER, 
2024, which is the fi rst Tuesday of said month, 
at
the OFFICIAL door of the Courthouse of said 
DONLEY County, in the City of Clarendon, 
Texas, the following described property located 
in
DONLEY County, to-wit:
Cause No. DTX-23-07784, DONLEY COUNTY 
vs. THOMPSON, JUANITA
Tract 1: GEO: 12-01-0090-0120-0001
All of Lot Twelve (12), in Block 9, Original Town 
of Hedley, Donley County, Texas.
Cause No. DTX-23-07783, DONLEY COUNTY 
vs. RHODES, DON
Tract 1: GEO: 13-01-0160-1880-0001
All of Lot Number 188 and 189, Country Club 
North Section of Sherwood Shores IX, situated 
in Donley County, Texas, according to the
recorded map or plat thereof, recorded in 
Vol. 130, Page 717, Deed Records of Donley 
County, Texas.
Cause No. DCV-23-07828, DONLEY COUNTY 
vs. KIRCHOFF, PATRICIA & GROVER, STANFIELD
Tract 1: GEO: 11-01-0860-0050-0001
All of Lot No. 6 and the West one-half of Lot 
No. 5, both in Block 86, Original Town of 
Clarendon, Donley County, Texas
Levied on the 28th day of October 2024 as the 
property of said Defendants to satisfy the judg-
ments rendered in the above styled and
numbered causes, plus all taxes, penalties, 
interest, and attorney fees accrued to the date 
of sale and all costs recoverable by law in favor 
of each
jurisdiction.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND THIS 28th DAY OF 
October 2024.
CHARLES H. BLACKBURN, JR.
Sheriff, DONLEY County, Texas

SHERIFFS SALE

SHERIFFS SALESHERIFFS SALE
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  Read the clues to fill in this puzzle about Jamestown.

Tar & Pitch   Swamp

Jamestown! Let’s visit America’s first permanent English colony.

Richmond

Virginia

    Jamestown, Virginia was settled over 400 years 
ago. It was the first permanent English colony 
in North America. Here is some of its history.  

                            1. Three ships of adventurers sailed from _______ in 1606.
                            2. King James I of England hoped they would  
                                find a shorter _______ to the Orient.
3. Men on the ships settled on Jamestown and built a _______.
4. The native people and colonists had periods of fighting and _____.
5. Captain John Smith, a leader of Jamestown, was captured 
    by Chief Powhatan while seeking ______. According to Smith’s 
    diary, the chief’s 11 year old daughter, Pocahontas, helped to save his life.
6. _______ tried to return to England for help after his powder bag exploded.
7. Ships from England, expected to bring _______ , did not come.
8. During the winter of 1609-1610, almost all settlers died of _______.
9. In the spring, the settlers decided to ______ the colony and return to England, 
    but a ship with a new governor arrived and forced them to turn back.
10. John Rolfe helped settlers grow a type of _______ which was a hit in England.  
11. _______ married Rolfe and went to England, where she met the King and Queen.
12. Pocahontas died of an _______ before she was able to go home again. 
13. The first black Africans were brought to America in 1619 as “indentured _______.” 
      This was the beginning of an era of slavery.
14. The same year, the first _______ from Europe also arrived in Jamestown.
15. A new Indian Chief did not like settlers taking Indian _______. 
      He attacked and killed many colonists.  
16. The English made a ______ with the Indians, but then 
      poisoned many to death.

19. In 1699, the capital was moved to 
      the place we know today as _____.
20. ________ slowly disappeared 
      over the following years.

18. In 1696, Jamestown was _________ to the 
      ground by rebels. (Also burned in 1698.)

17. The Chief attacked again, 
      but he was killed. A new 
      Chief sought _____ times.

  

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

Have you heard of Jamestown, VA? Where was Jamestown on the map?

Shop at Home
Support the merchants who 

support your community.

Tract 3. Lot Sixty-eight (68), Nocona Hills Addi-
tion, City of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas. 
R8424
Tract 4. Lot Seventy-three (73), Nocona Hills 
Addition, City of Howardwick, Donley County, 
Texas. R8429
Tract 5. Lot Ninety-six (96), Nocona Hills Addi-
tion, City of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas. 
R8450
Tract 6. Lot One Hundred Twenty-nine (129), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas. R8476 
Tract 7. Lot One Hundred Thirty-fi ve (135), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas. R8482
Tract 8. Lot One Hundred Forty-two (142), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas. R8487
Tract 9: Lot One Hundred Fifty-seven (157), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas. R8500
Tract 10. Lot One Hundred Sixty-fi ve (165), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas. R8508
Tract 11. Lot One Hundred Seventy-six (176), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas. R8517
Tract 12. Lot One Hundred Eighty-two (182), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas. R8522
Tract 13. Lot One Hundred Ninety-three (193), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas. R8533
Tract 14. Lot Two Hundred and Two (202), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8542
Tract 15. Lot Two Hundred Sixty-three (263), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8600
Tract 16. Lot Two Hundred Seventy-four (274), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8610
Tract 17. Lot Two Hundred Ninety-eight (298), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8633
Tract 18. Lot Three Hundred Fourteen (314), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8647
Tract 19. Lot Three Hundred Thirty-six (336), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8669
Tract 20. Lot Three Hundred Thirty-eight (338), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8671
Tract 21. Lot Three Hundred Forty-two (342), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8675
Tract 22. Lot Three Hundred Fifty (350), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8683
Tract 23. Lot Three Hundred Fifty-seven (357), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8690
Tract 24. Lot Sixty-three (63), Carroll Creek 
Acres, City of Howardwick, Donley County, 
Texas.  R7280
Tract 25. Lot Seven Hundred Nine (709), Red 
Feather Section of Sherwood Shores IX, an 
Addition to the City of Howardwick, Donley 
County, Texas.  R9154
Tract 26. Lot Eight Hundred Twenty-six (826), 
Red Feather Section of Sherwood Shores IX, 
an addition to the City of Howardwick, Donley 
County, Texas.  R9238
Tract 27. Lot Eight Hundred Ninety-seven 
(897), Red Feather Section of Sherwood 
Shores IX, an addition to the City of Howard-
wick, Donley County, Texas.  R9292
Tract 28. Lot Nine Hundred Eleven (911), 
Red Feather Section of Sherwood Shores IX, 
an addition to the City of Howardwick, Donley 
County, Texas.  R9306
Tract 29. Lot Forty-eight (48), Navajo Section, 
of Sherwood Shores IX, an addition to the City 

of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas.  R8243
Tract 30. Lot Fifty-seven (57), Navajo Section, 
of Sherwood Shores IX, an addition to the City 
of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas.  R8250
Tract 31. Lot Eighty-three (83), Navajo Section 
of Sherwood Shores IX, an addition to the City 
of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas.  R8272
Tract 32. Lot One Hundred Forty-three (143), 
Navajo Section of Sherwood Shores IX, an 
addition to the City of Howardwick, Donley 
County, Texas.  R8318
Tract 33. Lot One Hundred Sixty-two (162), 
Navajo Section of Sherwood Shores IX, an 
addition to the City of Howardwick, Donley 
County, Texas.  R8331
Tract 34. Lot Two Hundred Two (202), Navajo 
Section of Sherwood Shores IX, an addition to 
the City of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas.  
R8364
Tract 35. Lot Two Hundred Thirty-eight (238), 
Nocona Hills Addition, City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Texas.  R8577 
Tract 36. Lot Ninety-three (93), Carroll Creek 
Acres, Being the same property as described 
in Volume 141, Page 230 of the Deed Records 
of Donley County, Texas.  R7303
Tract 37. Lot Ninety-four (94), Carroll Creek 
Acres, Being the same property as described 
in Volume 141, page 228 of the Deed Records 
of Donley County, Texas. R7304
Tract 38. Lot One Hundred Eight (108), Navajo 
Section, of Sherwood Shores IX, an addition to 
the City of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas.  
R8295
Tract 39. Lot One Hundred Eighty-one (181), 
Navajo Section, of Sherwood Shores IX, an 
addition to the City of Howardwick, Donley 
County, Texas.  R8346
Tract 40. Lot Forty-Six (46), Navajo Section, of 
Sherwood Shores IX, an addition to the City of 
Howardwick, Donley County, Texas.  R8241
ALL BIDDERS MUST NOW DISPLAY PROOF OF 
COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 
34.015 OF THE TEXAS PROPERTY TAX CODE. 
LEVIED ON the 1st day of November, 2024, 
as the property of those persons listed above 
to satisfy taxes, penalties, and interest and 
all costs of seizure and sale against those 
persons listed in said Warrant and any other 
unknown owners in favor of the Taxing Units 
listed in said Tax Warrants.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND THIS THE 1st DAY OF 
NOVEMBER, 2024.
[s]Butch Blackburn
Sheriff, Donley County, Texas

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it 
illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention, to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination."  Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women, and people securing custody of children under 
18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis.  To complain of dis-
crimination, call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free 
telephone number of the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
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THE HALL COUNTY FARM SERVICE AGENCY
(FSA) offi ce in Memphis, TX is hiring a full time, 
permanent Program Analyst (PA).  The dead-
line to apply is November 26, 2024.
Applicants must be a U.S. citizen, and a high 
school graduate or the equivalent.  Duties 
include general offi ce activities supporting 
FSA programs administered at the fi eld level.  
Successful applicants must be reliable, have 
a professional attitude and enjoy working with 
the public.  Background investigation required.
If you are interested or know of someone who 
might be interested, please share this informa-
tion with them.  Here is the direct link to the 
position with information on how to apply:  : 
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/818530600
Applications must be completed through USA-
JOBS no later than close of business Novem-
ber 26, 2024.
Contact Joe Dan Ledbetter at (806) 259-3579 
or joseph.ledbetter@usda.gov if you have spe-
cifi c questions regarding the position.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer, and lender.
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Entertaining season is upon us! Join us for some fun while you 
create a beautiful Christmas charcuterie board to take home!

SIP & SHOP BEFORE THE WORKSHOP AT 5 PM 
BEFORE THE WORKSHOP STARTS!

CHARCUTERIE WORKSHOP
CHRISTMAS TREE BOARD

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 20, AT 6 PM

Join the fun led by
Marissa Spalding of
The Local Wedge.

You’ll leave here with some 
new skills and a board that

will serve 4-6 people!

COST $55 PER PERSON.
SIGN-UP BY NOVEMER 15.

Bring Back the Mulkey is a joint effort of the Clarendon Economic Development 
Corporation and the Bring Back the Mulkey Community Advisory Committee.

Mulkey
t h e a t r e

Est’d 1946

HOW THE

STOLE
CHRISTMAS

Grinch
HOW THE

STOLE
CHRISTMAS

Grinch
JIM CARREY stars in

DEC. 1
SUNDAY @ 6 PM

ADMISSION:
DONATION TO THE
DONLEY CO. COMMUNITY FUND

SHOPChristmas
LOCAL

Tuesday-Saturday, 9:00 to 3:00

806.206.6815
1211 E. Second, Clarendon

Enjoy our Complimentary
HOT CHOCOLATE BAR

******************FREE VINTAGE ORNAMENT
w/ Every Purchase

BECOME 
A FAN

Watch Videos.
Leave Comments.

Visit
www.facebook.com/

TheEnterprise

Check Us Out Online   •   Clarendonlive.com

Student leaders
Clarendon High School Student Council Lauren Ceniceros, Gracie Ellis, Gracie Clark, Millie McAnear, 
Kashlyn Conkin, and Ben Estlack led the Clarendon ISD Veterans Day Service Monday in the Bronco 
Gym. � ENTERPRISE PHOTO

top 15 on the money list advance to 
the Nevada desert. This comes a year 
after earning nearly $110,000 and 
finishing 17th.

“This year has been a little bit 
about revenge,” said Franks, who 
still lives in Clarendon. “I almost 
feel like I’m going to my first NFR 
again. I’m a little amped up. I’m 
excited o be going back.”

He should be. He won close 
to $150,000 in each of his previous 
trips, so he understands the oppor-
tunities that sit before him over 10 
December nights.

“I didn’t want to be sitting on 
the sidelines watching the finals 
again,” said Franks, the son of Darla 
and Bret Franks, the latter of whom 
qualified for the NFR three times in 
saddle bronc riding and is the rodeo 
coach at Clarendon College. “I want 
to be behind the chutes watching, 
getting ready to ride. I did a lot of 
stuff different this year to make it 
happen

“Not being there last year was 
the key to me being there this year. 
I was not going to miss out. I don’t 
want what happened last year to 
happen again, so you got to see a lot 
more fire in me, or at least I tried to 
have more fire.”

He made sure it showed by 
finding the pay window a lot. While 
he didn’t have a lot of victories, 
several of the titles he won came at 

big stops. He considers his biggest 
to have been at Salinas, California, 
where he won nearly $15,000. It 
was just the starting point to a mid-
July week that paid him more than 
$22,000 and propelled him up the 
standings.

It was just part of a transition 
season for the young bareback rider. 
After kicking off his career with 
world champions Tim O’Connell and 
Jess Pope, Franks adjusted his travel-
ing posse to 25-year-old Louisianan 
Waylon Bourgeois and 20-year-old 
Texas firecracker Rocker Steiner, a 
three-time NFR qualifier who leads 
the world standings heading into this 
year’s championship. The key ingre-
dient for all is seeing a progression 
in their talents.

“I feel like my riding has 
changed quite a bit, even from this 
past winter until now,” said Franks, 
who credits a big part of his success 
to his sponsors, Cinch, Pete Carr Pro 
Rodeo, Western Legacy Co., 287 Ag, 
Eliason Trucking and KN Double 
Cone Ranch. “I feel like my riding 
always has to change. Every year, 
we’ve got these new guys coming in, 
so everybody’s changing.

“Everybody’s faster. I know for 
sure I was a lot more conservative at 
my first NFR, and now, I feel like I 
can flash it up a little bit better than I 
used to be able to do.”

That’s important. Bareback 

riding is judged on a 100-point scale, 
with half the score coming from the 
animal. If a cowboy can help the 
horse earn more points, then the 
overall score will be better. The dif-
ference between first and second in 
Las Vegas can be half a point, and 
but the pay contrast is thousands of 
dollars.

He sits in the middle of the 
pack in the standings, but there’s 
not much difference between him 
and Richmond Champion, the 15th-
ranked bareback rider in the field. 
There is a big gap between Steiner, 
who has earned more than $233,000, 
and Franks. Once they all arrive in 
Las Vegas, though, all that is out the 
window. Franks can catch Steiner in 
less than four nights if everything 
goes his way.

“I’m a little more jittery going 
into this one, like I was when I went 
the first time,” Franks said. “That 
first year, I was just so excited to be 
there, and I really didn’t know what 
to expect. 

“I was so nervous I don’t even 
remember the first round. I feel like 
once I get there and once everything 
starts going, it’ll kind of be back to 
how it was my second year.

“Of course, if you’re not ner-
vous doing this, there’s something 
wrong with you, especially at the 
finals.”

Franks: Ready for NFR return
Continued from page one.


