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THIS WEEK
2 Dr. Finck takes a historical 
trip back to the American 
Gilded Age.
3 The Lady Owls take on the 
girls from Valley.
6  The Lady Broncos extend 
their winning streak by 
beating Wheeler!
8  Clarendon Lions make 
plans for service project.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

Chamber seeking 
award nominations

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce has opened nomina-
tions for its annual community 
awards.

Nominations must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, January 31, for the following 
categories: Man of the Year and 
Woman of the Year – individu-
als who have made a signifi cant 
contribution to the community 
in 2023, Saints’ Roost Award – 
honoring an individual for a life-
time of service, and the Volunteer 
Organization of the Year.

Honorees will be announced 
during the annual Awards Ban-
quet, scheduled for February 29 at 
the Bairfi eld Activity Center.

Written nominations should 
specify which award the person or 
organization is being nominated 
for and a brief paragraph stating 
the reason for the nomination. The 
nominations should be no more 
than one page in length.

Nominations can be mailed 
to the Chamber of Commerce 
at PO Box 986, Clarendon, TX 
79226; delivered to the Clarendon 
Visitor Center inside the Mulkey 
Theatre; or emailed to Chamber@
ClarendonTx.com.

Les Beaux Arts plans pottery showcase
Community blood 
drive to be Jan. 23

Coff ee Memorial Blood 
Center will hold a Clarendon 
Community Blood Drive on Tues-
day, January 23.

The bloodmobile will be 
available from noon to 5 p.m. at 
Lowe’s Family Center.

Save time, complete your 
questions online using Donor 
Express at www.thegiftofl ife.org. 
For your appointment, go to obi.
org or call 1-877-340-8777.

Visitors must check 
in at Clarendon ISD

Eff ective February 5, anyone 
entering into any campus at 
Clarendon CISD will enter onto 
the campus by means of the 
Elementary, Junior High, High 
School or Administration offi  ces. 

Each person will be required 
to show a Driver’s License or 
ID card issued by the state. Each 
person will sign in and be issued a 
visitor pass with their name on it.

Candidate 
fi ling opens 
January 17

Citizens can start signing up 
next Wednesday, January 17, for 
positions at seven local governments 
that are scheduled to hold elections 
this spring.

The cities of Clarendon, Hedley, 
and Howardwick; the Clarendon 
and Hedley school districts; the 
Clarendon College District; and the 
Donley County Hospital District all 
have a total of 21 positions available 
this year.

In Clarendon, the two-year 
terms of Aldermen John Lockhart, 
Larry Jeff ers, and Tommy Hill are up 
this year.

Hedley has two aldermen’s 
seats and the mayor’s position up 
this year. Those are two-year terms 
and are currently held by Mayor 
Trisha Chambless and Aldermen 
Aaron Hanes and Clayton Beagle. 

In Howardwick the terms 
of Aldermen Mary Grady, Terry 
Barnes, and Del Essary are expiring. 
Those are all two-year terms. 

Clarendon ISD Trustees serve 
three years, and the terms of Wayne 
Hardin and Wes Hatley are expiring.

Hedley ISD has two three-year 
terms up this year. Those seats are 
held by Carole Ward and Dana Bell.

The Clarendon College Board 
of Regents’ terms are six years, and 
three full terms are up this year as 
well as one partial term. The full 
terms are held by Tommy Waldrop, 
Janice Knorpp, and Lon Adams. A 
partial term expiring in 2028 is also 
up this year and is currently held by 
Brittney Word.

The Donley County Hospital 
District Board of Directors has four 
two-year terms up this year. Those 
are currently held by Jan Farris – 
Place 4, Nikki Adams – Place 5, 
Mark C. White – Place 6, and Lori 
Howard – Place 7.

All local boards are elected at-
large, but hospital board candidates 
must fi le for a specifi c place on the 
board. Candidate applications are 
available from the administrative 
offi  ces of each entity. 

Filing continues through Friday, 
February 16. 

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service will host the 
Southeast Panhandle Agriculture 
Conference on Jan. 16 in Clarendon.

Hosted by the AgriLife Exten-
sion offi  ces in Donley, Hall and Bris-
coe counties, the event will be from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Donley County 
Activity Center, 4430 Texas High-
way 70.

Registration is $20 and is pay-
able at the door, but an RSVP is 
required. Lunch will be provided. To 
RSVP, contact the AgriLife Exten-
sion offi  ce in Donley County at 806-
874-2141.

A total of fi ve Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture continuing 
education units will be available, 
including three general, one laws 
and regulations, and one integrated 

pest management.
There also will be demonstra-

tions from local and area representa-
tives showcasing new technologies 
and products for 2024.

Conference speakers and topics
The conference topics will 

include: Management of cotton 
diseases and nematodes – Terry 
Wheeler, Ph.D., Texas A&M AgriL-
ife Research plant pathologist and 
professor in the Department of Plant 
Pathology and Microbiology, Lub-
bock. Cotton market outlook – John 
Robinson, Ph.D., AgriLife Exten-
sion cotton economist and professor 
in the Department of Agricultural 
Economics, Bryan-College Station. 
Cotton weed management deci-
sions for 2024 – Peter Dotray, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Research weed scientist 

All smiles
Kaitin Ehlert and her goat will be among the 47 youth and 76 animals participating in the annual Donley County Junior Livestock 
Show this Saturday, January 13, at the Donley County Activity Center. The show will start at 9 a.m. and the premium sale and buyer’s 
dinner at 6 p.m.  COURTESY PHOTO

CEDC okays 
program for 
mural funds

A new program by the 
Clarendon Economic Development 
Corporation is designed to encour-
age mural art in the community.

The CEDC board approved 
guidelines for the Mural Grant Pro-
gram at its December meeting and 
posted the guidelines on its website 
this week.

The purpose of the program 
is to enhance Clarendon’s appear-
ance, increase employment oppor-
tunities in the arts, raise awareness 
and appreciation of the value of art, 
create civic pride, reduce blight, and 
encourage tourism.

Grant recipients can be eligible 
to receive reimbursement for up to 
one-half of the mural project cost 
based on funds available each fi scal 
year. 

The program rules were mod-
eled on a similar program in Ama-
rillo and stipulate that proposed 
locations for grant-funded murals 
must be high-traffi  c areas that are 
readily visible and must be in the 
Central Business District or along 
the US 287 corridor.

Grant recipients must agree to 
maintain murals for fi ve years, and 
murals must be a minimum size of 
10 feet by seven feet.

For fi scal year 2024, funded 
grant projects must be completed by 
August 15, 2024.

Mural grant applications are 
available online at ClarendonTX.
com/CEDC or from the Clarendon 
Visitor Center. 

and professor in the Department 
of Soil and Crop Sciences, Lub-
bock. Crop budgets – DeDe Jones, 
AgriLife Extension risk manage-
ment program specialist, Amarillo. 
Laws and regulations update – 

Leonard Haynes, AgriLife Exten-
sion ag and natural resources agent 
in Donley County.  Cotton agro-
nomics – Ken Lege, Ph.D., AgriL-
ife Extension cotton agronomist, 
Lubbock.

The cotton market will be one of the topics discussed at the 
2024 Southeast Panhandle Agriculture Conference on Jan. 16 
in Clarendon.  TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE PHOTO / LAURA MCKENZIE

Ag conference set for 
Jan. 16 in Clarendon

Join the Les Beaux Arts Club 
this Sunday, January 14, from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Stocking Ice 
Cream Parlor for their fi rst Pottery 
Showcase and Sale.

The club is honored to be fea-
turing the work of the brilliant Josh 
Hogge, as well as their members’ 
pottery from last semester. Art will 
be featured at the ice cream parlor 
in the display windows starting 
Tuesday. You won’t want to miss 
this opportunity to take home some 

functional and beautiful pieces of 
art. 

This Sunday will also be the 
deadline for signing up for Les 
Beaux Arts Club’s Beginners and 
Advanced Pottery Class. The pot-
tery classes will begin Monday, 
January 15, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
and will meet each Monday evening 
for six weeks. 

The Beginners Class will cover 
basic pottery studio principles and 
pinch pot hand building, slab hand 

building and coil hand building 
along with glazing techniques. Each 
student is guaranteed to fi nish three 
projects or more depending on the 
student’s attendance. 

The class include everything 
the student needs: tools, clay, 
glazes, and fi ring. Students only 
need to bring to class is an apron. 
The cost of the class is $180. 

The Advanced Class is an adult 
class for ages 15 and up. The club 
off ers instruction on wheel throw-

ing, hand building, and sculpture. 
Each student will be learning the 
importance of journaling and docu-
mentation to develop their own per-
sonal style. 

Classes include the student’s 
own bag of clay, an art journal, 
instruction, glazes and fi ring. 
Les Beaux Arts Club’s studio is 
equipped with an electric pottery 
wheel, basic tools, an electric kiln 
and a variety of glazes. The cost of 
the Advanced Class is also $180.

Deadline to request 
mail ballots Feb. 23

Donley County Clerk Vicky 
Tunnell is reminding voters this 
week they must renew any request 
to ballot by mail.

Those requests do not renew 
automatically, Tunnell said.

For voters interested in the 
balloting by mail for this spring’s 
Democratic or Republican pri-
mary elections in March, appli-
cations must be received (not 
postmarked) no later than Friday, 
February 23, 2024.

For information, call the 
Clerk’s offi  ce at 806-874-3436.
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THIS WEEK
2 Remembering the Grass 
Fight of the Texas Revolution.
4 A local ministry honors the 
contributions of volunteer 
fi refi ghters.
5  Hedley athletes run in the 
White Deer Relays.
6  And several Lady Broncos 
earn post season basketball 
honors.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

Deadline for 5K 
t-shirt is Friday

The 12th annual Chance 
Mark Jones Roar & Run 5K will 
be held Saturday, April 27, at the 
Donley County Courthouse.

The Clarendon Lions Club is 
hosting the event again in memory 
of the late Chance Mark Jones to 
raise awareness of Child Abuse. 
Jones passed away in January 
2011 as a result of abuse.

Those interested in running 
or walking the 5K encouraged 
to sign up before March 29 to be 
guaranteed the 5K t-shirt. Regis-
tration is $30 and will continue 
beyond Friday but without the 
shirt gaurantee.

Race registrations are avail-
able at the Clarendon Visitor 
Center at the Mulkey Theatre. 
Online registration is available at 
clarendontx.com/events.

County plans town 
halls on tax issues

Donley County has 
announced dates for town halls 
in Hedley and Howardwick to 
discuss the proposed sales tax-
funded county assistance districts 
in those cities.

The Howardwick meeting 
will be held Tuesday, April 16, at 
5 p.m., and the Hedley meeting 
will be on Thursday, April 18, at 
5 p.m. The meetings will be held 
in the City Hall of each respective 
community.

Sheriff  Butch Blackburn and 
Judge Howard will both be pres-
ent to answer questions regarding 
the May 4 election to create three 
County Assistance Districts in the  
City of Howardwick, the City of 
Hedley, and all of unincorporated 
Donley County outside of How-
ardwick, Hedley and Clarendon. 

The districts, if created by 
election, will authorize a sales tax 
of 1.0 percent in Howardwick and 
Hedley and 2.0 percent in unin-
corporated Donley County. 

Howard says the sales tax 
created will be used for support 
of law enforcement and allow 
the county to keep property taxes 
lower. 

TxDOT overlay work 
to begin Monday

A $6.4 million overlay proj-
ect is set to begin on US 287 in 
Clarendon on Monday, April 1. 

The project will include all 
lanes in the city as well as the 
southbound lanes from Clarendon 
to the Armstrong County line. The 
contractor for the project is J Lee 
Milligan.

Drivers can expect daily 
lane closures during the project 
and are reminded to use caution 
when traveling through the work 
zone. This includes reducing your 
speed, obeying all posted warn-
ings, and avoiding all distractions. 
Fines double in work zones when 
workers are present. 

Work in the town section 
is expected to take six weeks to 
complete, weather permitting. 

A Donley County case was on the 
docket when District Court heard two 
pleas in Memphis last Thursday, March 
21, 2024.

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District Attorney 
Harley Caudle, prosecuted the case for 
the State of Texas, with the Honorable 
Judge Dale Rabe, Jr., presiding.

Kade Allen Flowers, 20, was 
placed on six years’ probation for the 
fi rst degree felony off ense of aggra-
vated assault with a deadly weapon 
causing serious bodily injury to a 
family member. 

Flowers, of Amarillo, was arrested 
in Donley County by Sheriff  Butch 
Blackburn on May 28, 2023. On 
August 16, 2023, Flowers was indicted 
by the Donley County Grand Jury for 
two counts of aggravated assault. 

“This was a very serious case that 
could have cost a life,” said Inman. 
“We went along with the victim’s 
and victim’s family wishes in this 
case in recommending deferred to the 

court, however; if a violation report is 
received from probation in this case, he 
will be looking at substantial pen time.”

Flowers was also ordered to pay 
a fi ne of $10,000, $290 in court costs, 
and required to complete 400 hours of 
community service, along with mul-
tiple other conditions including anger 
management. 

If his probation is revoked, Flow-
ers faces a maximum 99 years or life 
in prison.

Ruben Arakelyan, 28 from Victor-
ville, Calif., was placed on probation 
for two years for the Class A misde-
meanor off ense of possession of mari-
juana. 

Arakelyan was arrested on June 
3, 2023 in Childress County by DPS 
Trooper Stephen Bond. The State fi led 
an information on June 21, 2023. 

Arakelyan was also ordered to pay 
an upfront fi ne of $4,000, $340 in court 
costs, $180 in restitution, as well as the 
completion of 100 community service 
hours.

CC kills 
personal 
property 
tax levy

The Clarendon College 
District will no longer levy a tax 
on personal property in Donley 
County following action by the 
CC Board of Regents last Thurs-
day.

CC President Tex Buckhaults 
said the board formally repealed 
the unpopular tax on automobiles, 
boats, and other personal prop-
erty during its regular meeting on 
March 21.

“We feel like we’re fi nan-
cially sound enough to forgo that 
much disparaged tax,” Buckhaults 
said.

The repeal will mean the loss 
of about $58,000 in annual rev-
enue for the college district, the 
president said, but he believes CC 
can manage without that income 
thanks in part to higher state fund-
ing coming from a new funding 
method approved by the Legisla-
ture last year.

The Donley Appraisal Dis-
trict said the regents’ move will 
become eff ective with the 2024 
tax year, payments for which will 
start being collected this coming 
October. The personal property 
tax for CC is still applicable to 
2023 and prior tax years.

Local governments still 
levying the personal property tax 
include Donley County, the Pan-
handle Groundwater Conserva-
tion District, the City of Hedley, 
and Hedley Consolidated Inde-
pendent School District.

The personal property tax 
has been used in “property poor” 
situations where appraised values 
are not high enough to otherwise 
generate enough ad valorem 
revune for some local govern-
ments. 

In other college news, Buck-
haults said the board of regents 
also approved a motion to reduce 
the dual credit tuition rate to 
$56.87 per hour, which he said 
is the state reimbursement rate 
and will make it cheaper for high 
school students taking classes for 
college credit through Clarendon 
College.

Clarendon CISD announced  
last Friday it will be holding a town 
hall meeting this week on Thursday, 
March 28, at 6:00 p.m. in the CHS 
Auditorium regarding the May 4 
bond election. 

The public is welcome  and 
encouraged to attend the meeting.

CCISD Trustees approved 
asking voters for $11.7 million in 

bonds on February 14. The measure 
on the May 4 ballot will be in the 
form of three separate propositions, 
and voters can vote for or against 
any or all of them.

Proposition A will seek $1.8 
million for safety and security 
upgrades and the school as well as 
two new buses.

Proposition B would fund $6.9 

million in improvements at Bronco 
Stadium including accessibility 
improvements, new home and visitor 
bleachers, a new press box, and $3.3 
to 3.5 million for a new fi eld house, 
restrooms, and concession stand.

Proposition C would provide 
$3 million for a new vocational ag 
building.

Also last Friday, CCISD 

launched a website regarding the 
bond election. The website includes 
projected tax impact and an interac-
tive tax calculator. People can search 
their appraised homestead value 
from the Donley County Appraisal 
District and plug their appraised 
value into the calculator. See the 
website here: www.clarendoncisd-
bond2024.com.

Hedley High School’s One Act 
Play troupe competed in the District 
2 competition in Groom on Thursday 
and advanced to the bi-district com-
petition.

Hedley competed against 
Claude, Groom, White Deer, and 
Silverton and performed “Kamikaze 
Kate,” written by John Summons. 

All Star cast members were 

Kali Curry, playing the part of Kate, 
and Javier Valles playing the part of 
Captain Kurado. 

Shailyn Hanes earned Hon-
orable Mention All Star Cast for 
Hedley for her role as the Mother. 
Also advancing were White Deer 
and Groom.

The cast and crew consist of 
Kali Curry, Kelli Love, Shailyn 

Hanes, Christina Silvestre, Malorie 
Collins, Kylynne Shelley, Sebastian 
Garcia, Ray Curry, Kyler Booth, 
Javier Valles, and Takoda Edwards. 
The play was directed by Diane 
Conatser and Patricia Valles.

Hedley will compete in bi-
district competition on Thursday, 
March 28, at West Plains High 
School in Amarillo.

Hedley OAP advances to Bi-District

2024 Hedley One Act Play cast and crew.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / KARI LINDSEY

Six-year sentence in local case

Employee of the Month
Carol Hall (third from left) was honored Monday as the March Employee of the Month by the 
Clarendon Chamber of Commerce. Hall was nominated for her many years of friendly service 
at the Donley County State Bank. Also shown here are Chamber board members Courtney 
Monroe, Bob Weiss, and Richard Green. To nominate a Chamber member employee for this 
award, visit ClarendonTX.com/employeeofthemonth.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

CCISD sets town hall for bond issue

On the hunt
Jasper Lenz smiles for the camera during the annual Pony Parents Community Egg Hunt last Saturday at the Donley County Court-
house. Hundreds of kids enjoyed the free hunt and went home with a large haul of eggs. ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK
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THIS WEEK
2 Republican voters are 
being fed misinformation by 
fake conservatives.
4 Clarendon Lions learn 
about cyber security from a 
CC alumnus.
5  Local 4-H kids do well at Ft. 
Worth and San Antonio.
6  Two CHS athletes advance 
to regionals in power lifting.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

St. Mary’s planning 
fi sh fry on Mar. 1

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
will hold a Fish Fry on Friday, 
March 1, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Dine-in and carry-out will be 
available, and tickets are $15 for 
adults and $7 for children. Pro-
ceeds benefi t the church building 
fund. 

Call-in orders are welcome 
at 806-874-3910.

Comptroller Glenn Hegar’s 
offi  ce reports some taxpayers have 
received fraudulent letters claiming 
the state of Texas will seize their 
assets and property for unpaid taxes 
unless payment is made within 
seven days. 

These illegitimate letters did 
not originate from the Comptrol-
ler’s offi  ce.

For years, criminals have 
used aggressive and threaten-
ing scam faxes, letters and phone 
calls impersonating state agencies. 
The criminals demand immediate 
payment, often via a specifi c pay-
ment method, and threaten to seize 
assets and property or signifi cantly 
increase the liability if you fail to 
pay or provide sensitive personal 
information. 

Be incredibly wary whenever 

you receive unexpected messages 
like these, as they can be a trap. 
The criminals’ threats are designed 
to get you to react by calling the 
criminals’ phone number or click-
ing on a fake link to solve the 
problem. The consequences can 
be catastrophic. Not only can you 
lose your money, but if you click on 
links in scam emails or texts, you 
also could become a victim of iden-
tity theft or have malware installed 
on your phone or computer.

If you receive an unexpected 
message of this type, do not call the 
phone number or use the website or 
link provided in the letter, email or 
text. Most importantly, do not give 
the sender personal information or 
money. Instead, please email us or 
call the Comptroller’s Collection 
Team at 800-252-8880.

Break out the bell bottoms and get ready for 
a groovy good time as the Clarendon Chamber 
of Commerce celebrates the 1960s and 1970s 
during its “Peace Love Local” awards banquet 
Thursday, February 29, at the Bairfi eld Activity 
Center.

Tickets are going fast for the event, which 
will recognize several outstanding citizens in 
Donley County. The awards to be given will be 
the Saints’ Roost Award for a lifetime of service 
to the community and the Man and Woman of 
the Year, the Volunteer Organization of the Year, 

and Business of the Year in addition to recogni-
tions for outstanding youth from Clarendon and 
Hedley.

Musical entertainment for the evening will 
be by Jackie Haney & the Geezers Gone Wild, 
back by popular demand from last year’s banquet 
and featuring Clarendon native Charlie Clinton 
on the keyboard. 

The evening will begin at 6 p.m. with hors 
d’oeuvres and reception, including the annual 
Chamber silent auction and gift box pull. The 
banquet, entertainment, and awards will follow 

at 7 p.m.
Those attending are encouraged to dress up 

like the 1960s and 1970s, and businesses are also 
invited to purchase blocks of tickets by sponsor-
ing tables at the event. Table sponsors will get to 
decorate their tables to refl ect their business and 
the theme of the banquet with a prize given for 
the best table decoration.

Tickets are $25 per person and must be 
purchased in advance at the Clarendon Visitor 
Center located at the Mulkey Theatre.

For more information, call 806-874-2421.

Voters to 
decide 
primary 
battles
Early voting ends 
Friday, Election 
Day next Tuesday

Donley County voters will head 
to the polls next Tuesday, March 5, 
to cast ballots in the Republican and 
Democratic primaries.

Early voting continues this 
week through Friday, March 1, 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Court-
house Annex. Early turnout was just 
“fair to middling,” according to the 
Clerk’s offi  ce with just 202 voters 
casting early ballots as of 3:00 p.m. 
Tuesday. Extended hours for early 
voting have not proved to be very 
popular in Donley County with only 
ten people voting on Saturday and 
less than that on Sunday.

Election Day voting will be 
held for Republicans at the Donley 
County Courthouse for precincts 
101, 201, 301, and 401 and at the 
First Baptist Church in Hedley for 
precinct 303

Democratic polling will be held 
on Election Day at the Courthouse 
Annex for precincts 101, 201, 301, 
and 401 and at the Hedley Lions Den 
for precinct 303.

Republican voters have several 
local races to decide. State Rep. Ken 
King is being challenged by Karen 
Post. In Precinct 1, Commissioner 
Mark White is being challenged by 
Del Essary; and in Precinct 3, Com-
missioner Neil Koetting is facing 
challenges from Sis Bond and Greg 
Wootten.

Local candidates running unop-
posed on the Republican ticket are 
US Rep. Ronny Jackson, District 
Judge Dale Rabe, Jr., District Attor-
ney Luke Inman, County Attorney 
Landon Lambert, Sheriff  Butch 
Blackburn, and County Tax Asses-
sor/Collector Kristy Christopher. 
Bill Word is also unopposed for the 
county GOP chairman’s position.

Republicans also have 13 non-
binding ballot propositions to con-
sider.

There are no local races on the 
Democratic ticket this year.

USDA meeting to 
be at CC March 5

USDA offi  cials will hold 
a Donley County Local Work 
Group meeting next Tuesday, 
March 5, at the Clarendon Col-
lege Courson Ranch Operations 
Center, beginning at 1 p.m.

Local input is needed to help 
determine natural resource pri-
orities and criteria for the USDA-
NRCS conservation and programs 
planning for the upcoming fi scal 
year.

The group will help shape 
plans and priorities for future 
projects, identify where the best 
investments can be made to 
address natural resource issues, 
review the work already done in 
the county, and share its vision 
for what the county will look like 
when these natural resource con-
cerns have been addressed.

For more information, con-
tact Brent Baucom at 806-259-
2233, ext. 3.

Subscribe today, 
and get more 

connected to the 
community
around you!

Local News
Local Events
Local Sports
Local Shopping

Digital Subscription $25
Less than 50¢ per week

Print + Digital Subscription $50
About 96 ¢ per week

Subscribe online at ClarendonLive.com
or call us at 806-874-2249.

Chamber banquet set for Thursday

Area Champions
The Clarendon Broncos beat Hale Center last week to claim the Area Championship and were set to play Olton for the Regional 
Quarterfi nal as the Enterprise went to press Tuesday night. Visit ClarendonLive.com for playoff updates.  ENTERPRISE PHOTOS / ELAINA ESTLACK

Criminals impersonating 
state, threatening assets

Employee of the Month
Julie Woodard of the Clarendon Veternary Hospital was honored as the February Employee of the 
Month by the Chamber of Commerce last week. To nominate a Chamber member employee, visit 
ClarendonTX.com/employeeofthemonth.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Blood drive to be 
held at Hedley ISD

Coff ee Memorial Blood 
Center will hold a Hedley High 
School & Community Blood 
Drive on Wednesday, March 
6, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
school library.

Donors can receive a free 
t-shirt, and the school could 
receive a donation through a 
contest with other schools to see 
who has the highest percentage of 
enrollment donate. 

High school seniors donating 
blood through March 31 will be 
entered into a drawing for one of 
four $1,000 scholarships.

To make an appointment, 
call 806-331-8833 or visit your-
bloodinstitute.org.

There is no substitute for 
blood, and the area has been 
experiencing shortages in blood 
supply. 
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THIS WEEK
2 Dr. Finck looks at past 
eclipses that changed US 
history.
4 Clarendon CISD trustees 
offer faculty contracts for 
next year.
5  Local students win Gifted 
and Talented Showcase.
6  Broncos and Lady Broncos 
win district titles.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

Early voting continues for CCISD bonds, county sales tax
T-ball, coach pitch 
sign-ups this week

The Clarendon Baseball 
Association will hold sign-ups 
for T-ball and coach pitch this 
Wednesday and Thursday, April 
24 and April 25, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at the baseball fi eld.

T-ball players must be ages 5 
(must be 5 by May 1) and 6 and 
coach pitch players must be ages 
7 and 8.

Local man is 
sentenced by 
district court

The district court heard three 
pleas when it met in Clarendon on 
Monday, April 22.

District Attorney Luke 
Inman, along with Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Harley Caudle, 
prosecuted the cases for the State 
of Texas, with the Honorable 
Judge Dale Rabe, Jr., presiding.

Daniel Clay Sawyer, 41, 
from Clarendon, was placed on 
probation for four years for the 
third degree felony off ense of 
assault of a family member by 
choking.  

Sawyer was arrested on 
December 4, 2023, by Donley 
County Sheriff ’s Deputy Bernard 
Rivera. Sawyer was indicted by 
the Donley County Grand Jury on 
January 22.

Sawyer was also ordered to 
pay a $500 fi ne, $290 in court 
costs, and $450 in attorney fees, 
along with the completion of 200 
hours of community service.  

If Sawyer’s probation is 
revoked, he faces up to 10 years 
in prison. 

David Lynn Carr, 38, from 
Childress, was sentenced to two 
years in prison for the state jail 
felony off ense of driving while 
intoxicated with a child under fi f-
teen years of age. However, his 
sentence was probated for three 
years. 

Carr was arrested on Janu-
ary 27 by Childress Police Offi  cer 
Manda Young. Carr pleaded to an 
information fi led by the State on 
March 8. 

Carr was also ordered to pay 
a $500 fi ne, $400 in attorney fees, 
$340 in court costs, and $60 in 
restitution. He was also ordered to 
comply with all mandatory DWI 
conditions.

Ramiro Duran, 35, from 
Childress, was placed on proba-
tion for four years for the second 
degree felony off ense of failure to 
register as a sex off ender.

Duran was arrested on Janu-
ary 20, 2023, by Childress County 
Sheriff  Matt Bradley. Duran was 
indicted by the Childress County 
Grand Jury on March 26.

Duran was also ordered to 
pay a $500 fi ne, $340 in court 
costs, and $500 in attorney fees, 
along with the completion of 300 
hours of community service.  

If his probation is revoked, 
Duran faces up to 20 years in 
prison.

By Ted Harbin, TwisTed Rodeo
For the fi rst time in school his-

tory, the Clarendon College wom-
en’s rodeo program is taking a full 
team to the College National Finals 
Rodeo. 

The Bulldogs wrapped up the 
10-event Southwest Region season 
this past weekend at the Tarleton 
State University rodeo in Stephen-
ville, Texas, by fi nishing second in 
the standings and earning the right to 
have four ladies compete at Casper, 
Wyoming, in June. 

“It was a pretty exciting week-
end to see us be able to pull through 
and get it done,” said Wyatt Smith, 
coach of the Clarendon’s women’s 

rodeo team. “We were 65 points 
behind going into Tarleton (State 
University), and Brenna Ellis made 
the short round in breakaway roping. 
She fi nished second in the short 
round and split second, third and 
fourth in the average, and that was 
enough to get us the points to secure 
second in the region. 

“Brenna came in clutch for us.” 
She did, and much of that had 

to do with handling the pressure of 
the moment. 

“I tried not to feel any pres-
sure,” said Ellis, a freshman from 
Clarendon. “I defi nitely knew it was 
up to me, but it didn’t feel any diff er-
ent from any other run. I knew to just 

go rope your calf and do your job, 
and the rest is up to chance.” 

The Bulldogs shot past Cisco 
College to earn the right to compete 
as a team at the college fi nals, set for 
June 9-15. Smith will fi ll the team 
with three other breakaway ropers, 
Falyn Thomson of Clinton, British 
Columbia; Josie Draper of Fair-
fi eld, Texas; and Shaylee Warner of 
Rigby, Idaho, the last of whom was 
automatically in the fi eld because 
she fi nished second in the individual 
standings. 

In college rodeo, only the top 
two teams and the top three individ-
uals in each event from each region 

Sheriff and  
prosecutor 
give raises 
with grants

The Donley County Sheriff ’s 
Department and County Attorney 
have received state grants that are 
helping boost salaries and purchase 
vehicles without putting additional 
burden on the local taxpayers.

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced last week his offi  ce has 
delivered nearly $126 million in 
fi nancial assistance to rural law 
enforcement and prosecutor offi  ces 
as part of a grant program that is 
addressing challenges faced by these 
groups in counties with small popu-
lations. The Donley County Sheriff ’s 
Department received $250,000, and 
the county attorney’s offi  ce received 
$100,000.

Sheriff  Butch Blackburn said 
local deputies and jailers/dispatch-
ers saw the new money starting with 
their March 15 paychecks. County 
Treasurer Wanda Smith said dis-
patchers’ salaries went up almost 
$13,000 a year and deputies’ salaries 
went up $4,650 thanks to the grant.

“The dispatchers got to see a 
sizable increase, and they earned it,” 
Blackburn said “They should have 
been getting it all along. I appreciate 
the grant and appreciate the commis-
sioners letting me use it this way.” 

Blackburn said the grant will 
also allow his offi  ce to put about 
$100,000 per year toward vehicles.

“We won’t have our vehicle 
expenses on the I&S (interest and 
sinking) tax rate anymore,” the sher-
iff  said.

County Attorney Landon 
Lambert said due to the terms and 
requirements of the grant, his offi  ce 
likely won’t be able to use the full 
$100,000, but he was able to create 
a full-time position for his assistant.

“We’re going to make that posi-
tion a Victim Assistance Coordina-
tor,” Lambert said. “We’ve never 
been able to off er that service in our 
offi  ce; we’ve always had to rely on 
an interlocal agreement with the dis-
trict attorney’s offi  ce.”

Smith said the grant will give 
Lambert’s assistant a bump of 
$21,250 for this fi scal year, moving 
from a part-time position to a full-
time Victim Assistance Coordinator. 

“That position was $17,785, but 
will be $42,500 in the new budget 
year,” Smith said.

The grants will have to be 
renewed to keep the salaries at the 
new levels, but Blackburn said he 
thinks the state will keep providing 
the money.

Enacted by Senate Bill 22 
during the 88th Texas Legislature, 
Regular Session, the program pro-
vides for qualifi ed counties and 
prosecutor offi  ces to apply for grants 
up to 30 days after the start of their 
fi scal year. But to jump-start the 
program in its 2024 inaugural year, 
the Comptroller’s offi  ce allowed all 
eligible counties to apply for grants 
from Jan. 1-31, regardless of their 
fi scal year start date. 

The Legislature appropriated 
$330 million for the 2024-25 bien-
nium to fund the program. The fi rst 
year saw 502 grant applications. 

Early voting continues this 
week for three county sales tax 
proposals, a Clarendon school 
bond issue, and positions on the 
Clarendon CISD board and Hedley 
City Council.

Most early balloting will take 
place in the Donley County Court-
house Annex although the City of 
Hedley will cast early ballots in the 
Hedley City Hall from 1 to 5 p.m.

Clarendon CISD voters will be 
deciding the fate of $11.7 million in 
bonds, which will be on the ballot in 
three questions. 

Proposition A seeks $1.8 mil-
lion for safety and security upgrades 

as well as two new buses. 
Proposition B would fund $6.9 

million in improvements at Bronco 
Stadium including accessibility 
improvements, new home and visi-
tor bleachers, a new press box, and 
$3.3 to 3.5 million for a new fi eld 
house and to renovate restrooms 
and the concession stand. 

Proposition C would provide 
$3 million for a new vocational ag 
building. 

Approval of all three bond 
propositions would raise the CCISD 
tax rate by an estimated 32 cents per 
$100 valuation, and the term of the 
bonds would be 30 years. The cur-

rent tax rate is about 87 cents. 
Clarendon CISD voters also 

have three people running for two 
positions on the Board of Trustees. 
Incumbent Wayne Hardin and chal-
lengers Ken McIntosh and Taylor 
Shelton. 

Three ballots will be taken on 
the proposed creation of County 
Assistance Districts in the City of 
Howardwick, the City of Hedley, 
and in the unincorporated areas of 
the county for the purpose of raising 
funds to support the Donely County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce. 

If approved, the districts cov-
ering the cities of Howardwick and 

Hedley would raise sales taxes there 
by one cent, and the district cover-
ing rural Donley County would 
levy a two-cent sales tax. The new 
districts would be governed by the 
Commissioners Court.

Hedley city voters will also 
choose between incumbent Trisha 
Chambless and challenger Calvin 
Holland for mayor and will pick 
two of three candidates running 
for city council - incumbent Aaron 
Hanes and challengers Joe Pafume 
and John Pierce. 

Early voting will continue 
through April 30. Election day will 
be Saturday, May 4, 2024.

CC women’s rodeo team qualifi es for nationals

CC’s Shaylee Warner rides in the breakaway roping.  HOLLY SMITH PHOTO

Lions to host 
annual Jones 
5K Saturday

Runners and walkers will gather in 
Clarendon this Saturday, April 27 to raise 
awareness about child abuse during the 12th 
annual Chance Mark Jones Roar & Run 5K.

More than 70 people have registered for 
the event, which is hosted by the Clarendon 
Lions Club and coincides with Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.

Sign-ins start at 8 a.m. in front of the 
Donley County Courthouse. The race will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. Race packets will be avail-
able for pick-up all day this Friday, April 26, 
at the Clarendon Visitor Center from 10 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m.

Proceeds from the race will benefi t 
the charitable community activities of the 
Clarendon Lions Club. The race honors the 
life of four-year-old Chance Mark Jones, who 
died from abuse in 2011. 

CASA of the High Plains reports in 2023 
there were 17 cases of child abuse or neglect 
reported in Donley County.

For more information about this week-
end’s Chance Mark Jones Memorial 5K, con-
tact Lion Ashlee Estlack at 806-662-4687 or 
Lion Roger Estlack at 874-2259.

All dressed up
Members of the CHS Class of 2024 pose on the Courthouse steps Saturday before 
prom. For more photos, visit Facebook.com/The Enterprise. ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ELAINA ESTLACK

Bound for State
Clarendon sophomore Madi Benson won fi rst place in the regional track meet in the 800M and will run at the state meet next week. 
Kaleb Bolin also secured a wildcard spot for the state boys meet. See complete coverage on page fi ve.  COURTESY PHOTO / CARTER PIRTLE

See ‘Rodeo’ on page fi ve.
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THIS WEEK
2 Dr. Finck takes a look at two 
types of immunity in terms of 
the president.
3  Check out the scenes the 
Summer Celebration.
4 An Arizona band puts on a 
show for local music lovers at 
Bronco Stadium.
8  And Bronco Boosters plan 
their annual golf tournament.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

Sheriff lists phone 
numbers for offi ce

The Donley County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce reminds the public that in 
the event of a phone outage, a cell 
phone is available to reach the 
sheriff ’s offi  ce.

Offi  cials say 911 will always 
be available, but for administra-
tive calls people can usually dial 
806-874-3533 or 806-874-3534. 
In the event of a landline outage, 
the department has a cell number, 
806-277-0414, people can call for 
administrative purposes. 
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TxDOT warns public 
about rights-of-way 

With summer garage sales 
and upcoming elections, the 
public sometimes forgets what is 
allowed on TxDOT rights-of-way.

Encroachments on state 
highways and right-of-ways 
includes any unauthorized struc-
tures, vehicles or roadside ven-
dors that could cause damage 
to the roadway system, increase 
litter and frequently create an 
unsafe or hazardous condition.

Under the provisions of the 
Texas Administrative Code, a 
person may not park or place any 
vehicle, structure or sign wholly 
or in part within a TxDOT right-
of-way with the purpose of sell-
ing any item or service, with the 
exception of certain approved 
applications that include edible 
agricultural commodities and 
approved event signs or banners. 

Any other structures or 
signs, such as vehicles, politi-
cal campaigns, and vendor or 
garage sale signs are not allowed 
on TxDOT rights-of-way. Utility 
lines, both underground and over-
head, are commonly placed along 
TxDOT rights-of-way to service 
the public.

Even a legally placed sign, 
banner or structure off  the right-
of-way should never be distract-
ing to passing motorists.

TxDOT may immediately 
and without notice remove any 
sign, structure or vehicle from a 
highway right-of-way that has not 
been approved or authorized, and 
any associated costs will be at the 
owner’s expense.”

Clarendon 
trash rates 
set to rise

Garbage rates in the City of 
Clarendon will be going up following 
last week’s City Council meeting in 
accordance with city’s contract with 
Waste Connections.

The contract allows the company 
to receive an annual increase based on 
the consumer price index. The increase 
will be four percent and will go into 
eff ect with the August 20 through Sep-
tember 20 billing period, which will 
appear on residents’ city statements due 
in October.

Waste Connections representa-
tives attended last month’s city meet-
ing where they fi rst requested the rate 
increase. City offi  cials grilled the com-
pany about service problems aff ecting 
local residents, particularly delays in 
garbage being picked up.

In other city business last week, 
the council approved amending Ordi-
nance 344 regarding animal control and 
accepted the annual report of the local 
housing authority. An interlocal agree-
ment was approved regarding the Texas 
Municipal League’s Cyber Response 
Fund, and quarterly investment reports 
for the city were approved as presented.

Dr. Matthew Halsey was des-
ignated as the city’s rabies control 
authority.

In his report, City Administrator 
Brian Barboza said the city is work-
ing to move the city sewer line that 
runs underneath the old Family Dollar 
store at the request of O’Reilly Auto 
Parts. The building was constructed in 
2013 over an existing alley way with 
the city’s permission. Barboza said he 
received permission from the current 
property owner to relocate the line 
along the property line. Barboza said 
the city is doing the work in house with 
supplies on hand and told the Enter-
prise the work will probably only cost 
the city about $1,000.

Barboza also reported City Hall is 
working with Robertson Funeral Direc-
tors to improve accessibility on the 
public sidewalk in front of the funeral 
home. 

The sixth annual Howardwick 
Hoedown will be held this Saturday, 
July 20, in McMorries Memorial 
Park, and it looks like Mother Nature 
is going to keep things cool this year. 

With temperatures in the 80s 
and chance of rain, it will be a great 
day to be outside to enjoy fun, food, 
and good company.

City Secretary and Hoedown 
organizer Sandy Childress says fun-
draised during this year’s event will 

go to the City of Howardwick Volun-
teer Fire Department. 

“Everyone come on out and 
have a great time,” Childress said. 
“It’s going to be a very special time.”

Food will be served starting at 
11 a.m. and continue until it runs out, 
and dancing and music will continue 
throughout the day. Lunch will be 
$10 per person – hot dogs and ham-
burgers, chips, drink, and a cookie.

A pair of Coleman gas-powered 

Mini Bikes and a 5x8 trailer to haul 
them will be the big raffl  e prize for 
the day, and you don’t have to be 
present to win. Childress says a few 
tickets are still available and can be 
purchase by calling 806-874-2222. 
Only 350 tickets are being sold, and 
the cost is $20 each or six for $100.

A live on-site raffl  e with more 
than 40 prizes will also be going on 
all day for those present with win-
ners every hour.

The third annual Corn Hole 
Tournament hosted by the Clarendon 
Lions Club is currently full of team 
and will be off ering cash prizes as 
well as the chance for team with the 
best name to win custom cups. The 
fi rst place team wins $600. Second 
place will get $350, and third place 
earns $150. Corn Hole teams will 
start warming up from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Call City Hall at 806-874-2222 for 
more information.

Other activities include the third 
annual putting contest, and a slip-n-
slide will be available for kids.

Childress also says there will be 
17 vendor booths at this year’s Hoe-
down, which is the most ever.

Those attending the Hoedown 
should plan to bring their own seat-
ing and their own umbrellas or other 
shading if they desire. 

Hoedown activities will wind 
down at 4 p.m. 

Local sales tax 
funds increase

Clarendon’s sales tax revenue rose 
again last week when Texas Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar delivered July alloca-
tions to local governments.

Hegar sent $40,958.25 to 
Clarendon for the month, an increase 
of 7.09 percent compared to the same 
period in 2023. This city is now 2.93 
percent ahead for the calendar year’s 
sales tax revenues with a total of 
$293,210.01. 

Hedley’s allocation this month 
was up 63.83 percent from $723.89 last 
July to $1,186.02. That city is running 
7.48 percent for the calendar year-to-
date with $8,104.01 so far.

Howardwick received $1,610.88, 
down 1.93 percent from one year ago. 
The year-to-date fi gure there is now 
down 16.28 percent at $10,793.64. 
However, Howardwick also dropped 
its sales tax rate by one-quarter of one 
percent at the beginning of the fi scal 
year.

Statewide, Hegar sent $1.1 billion 
in sales tax allocations for July, 0.2 per-
cent less than in July 2023. These allo-
cations are based on sales made in May 
by businesses that report tax monthly.

Howardwick to host Hoedown Saturday

TOP PHOTO: Kylee Glover (center) of Country Bloomers Flowers & Gifts recognizes Eli Martin and Madi Benson as the winners of 
the Frozen T-shirt Contest at the Summer Celebration. BOTTOM PHOTO: NewsChannel Ten’s Canion Cavazos and Bronco football 
player Brice Wagner work to unroll a frozen t-shirt during the Summer Celebration.  ENTERPRISE PHOTOS / ROGER ESTLACK

NewsChannel Ten’s Summer 
Celebration rolled into Clarendon 
Monday afternoon with a large 
crowd gathering on the Courthosue 
Square for several fun activities. 

A Donley County Sheriff ’s 
Department escort led the news 
team in a short parade from Col-
lege Hill down Third Street to the 
Courthouse where multiple ven-

dors were set up. 
NewsChannel Ten did their 

evening newscasts in front of the 
Courthouse with cheering local stu-
dents and fans in the background. 
Several stories on the local com-
munity were featured during the 
evening, ranging from downtown 
revitalization to the Lady Bronco 
basketball team to an interview 

with Kenneth King. All those and 
more can be viewed at newschan-
nel10.com/community/summer-
celebration.

Local muscians performed 
from the steps of the Courthouse 
during times when the news crew 
was not broadcasting live, and sev-
eral local organizations and bus-
iensses held fundraisers during the 

event. 
Following the broadcast, the 

Sandell Drive-In provided a free 
screening of the new Garfi eld 
movie. 

This was the third time 
Clarendon has been featured during 
NewsChannel Ten’s Summer Cel-
ebration with the most recent being 
in 2018.  

Channel 10 spotlights Clarendon community

Christ’s Kids needs 
money, volunteers

The Christ’s Kids Outreach 
Ministry is looking for volunteers 
and donations as it works to pro-
vide lunches for local kids this 
summer.

Each week, volunteers pre-
pare and deliver lunch to an aver-
age of 130 kids in Clarendon and 
Howardwick, fi ve days a week. 
There is an urgent need for volun-
teers to help and for donations to 
keep this ministry going. 

If you would like to volun-
teer some time each week, please 
call 806-205-1096. Donations can 
be made to Christ’s Kids, PO Box 
45, Clarendon, TX 79226.
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THIS WEEK
4 Clarendon Scout Troops 
clean up debris around a 
local church.
5  The volunteer service of a 
local man is honored at the 
senior citizens center.
6  A new sign is welcoming 
visitors to downtown.
8  And check out the fun at 
That Senior Thang Fam Fest!
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

Subscribe today, 
and get more 

connected to the 
community
around you!

Local News
Local Events
Local Sports
Local Shopping

Digital Subscription $25
Less than 50¢ per week

Print + Digital Subscription $50
About 96 ¢ per week

Subscribe online at ClarendonLive.com
or call us at 806-874-2249.

Blood drive to be 
held here June 10

A Clarendon Commu-
nity Blood Drive will be held 
Monday, June 10, from 2 to 7 
p.m. at Lowe’s Family Center. 
The Bloodmobile will be avail-
able to take donations. Call 877-
340-8777 or visit obi.org to make 
your appointment.

Hedley Methodists 
plans summer fun

Hedley Methodist Church 
has announced it will be sponsor-
ing several family/youth events 
for the coming summer, June 
through August.

  Every Thursday night will 
be a free swim night for Hedley 
students and families at the Mem-
phis City Pool from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Every Sunday night will be 
HMC WIFI Teen Youth Group 
at the church from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. with games, worship, 
and the word. Holy Moley Wor-
ship Nights will be for the entire 
Hedley community, and everyone 
is invited to bring a lawn chair to 
the church lawn for worship and 
fellowship.

CEDC okays
downtown 
mural work

A new mural will soon be taking shape 
downtown following action by the Clarendon 
Economic Development Corporation last week.

� e CEDC board approved a design and 
engaged artist Malcolm Byars to paint a mural on 
the south side of the REFZ building. Byars plans 
to begin work on the mural next Monday, June 10, 
and hopes to be � nished before July 4.

Byars has painted several murals across the 
country, including a bu� alo mural just o�  the 
square in Claude. � e CEDC Board � rst met with 
Byars almost a year ago and has been working 
with him on the design since that time. 

� e Clarendon mural will pay homage to the 
area’s ranching history and to one of the commu-
nity’s most popular events. It will feature a Chuck-
wagon camp scene along with images of pioneer 
ranchers Col. Charles Goodnight, John and Cor-
nelia Adair, and Alfred Rowe.

“� e EDC is excited to partner with Mal-
colm Byars on the mural project to pay tribute to 
the ranching heritage of this community,” CEDC 
Vice President Taylor Shelton said. “We are hope-
ful the mural will attract attention to main street, 
drive additional foot tra�  c to downtown, and 
help support our downtown businesses.”

� e ranch heritage mural will cost about 
$27,000 and will be paid for by Hotel Occupancy 
Tax funds administered by the CEDC.

Just two weeks ago, the CEDC erected a new 
sign at the corner of US 287 and Kearney Street 
designed to welcome visitors while also promot-
ing the new REFZ Sports Bar & Grill and provide 
a promotional opportunity to downtown mer-
chants. � e CEDC and the Chamber of Com-
merce have also purchased seasonal banners for 
the new streetlights in the 100 block of Kearney 
Street.

CEDC o�  cials hope the new mural will 
inspire property owners to consider taking 
on similar projects. In December, the CEDC 
authorized a Mural Grant Program to enhance 
Clarendon’s appearance, increase employment 
opportunities in the arts, raise awareness and 
appreciation of the value of art, create civic pride, 
reduce blight, and encourage tourism.

Grant recipients can be eligible to receive 
reimbursement for up to one-half of the mural 
project cost based on funds available each year.

� e program rules were modeled on a simi-
lar program in Amarillo and stipulate that pro-
posed locations for grant-funded murals must be 
high-tra�  c areas that are readily visible and must 
be in the Central Business District or along the US 
287 corridor.

Mural grant applications are available online 
at ClarendonTX.com/CEDC.

Star party set for 
Jericho on Saturday

A Star Gazing Party is 
planned at Jericho on Saturday, 
June 7, as the ghost community 
prepares for this summer’s Route 
66 Festival.

In addition to telescopes set 
up by the Amarillo Astronomy 
Club for gazing at the heavens, 
a full line-up of fun activities is 
planned for the evening, which 
includes live music, vendors, and 
food trucks.

Frost’s Custom Classics will 
have classic cars showcased at the 
event, which begins at 5 p.m. and 
runs until midnight. � ere is no 
charge for admission.

Vendor set-up will be from 
3 to 5 p.m. Festivities kick o�  at 
5:00, and vendors will close at 9:00 
as the Stargazing gets underway 
hosted by the Amarillo Astron-
omy Club. 

Located north of Clarendon 
on SH 70, about half a mile south 
of Interstate 40, the old Donley 
County community is experienc-
ing renewed interest as Route 66 
enthusiasts have started coming to 
experience the history of the Jeri-
cho Gap. 

For more information about 
Donley County’s Route 66 com-
munity, visit Facebook.com/Jeri-
choOn66.

Employee of the Month
Jan Farris of Robertson Funeral Directors was named the June Employee of the Month by the 
Clarendon Chamber of Commerce Tuesday. Farris was nominated for her friendly, helpful service 
and for helping people at the funeral home. Shown here are Chuck Robertson, Kylee Glover, Court-
ney Monroe, Farris, Richard Green, and Brian Barboza. To nominate a Chamber member employee 
for their outstanding service, visit ClarendonTX.com/EmployeeOfTheMonth.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Simple pleasures!
Brexlei and Coy Martindale remind everyone of the joys of being a kid during the fourth annual Senior Thang Fam Fest 
last Saturday. There were plenty of organized activities for all ages, but with just a plastic cup and a puddle of rainwater, 
they had everyone entertained.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ANNDRIA NEWHOUSE

� e fourth annual � at 
Senior � ang “FAM FEST” pro-
vided lots of family fun Saturday, 
June 1, while raising money for 
the Donley County Senior Citi-
zens Center.

� e annual chicken bar-
becue was again a big hit with 
400 chicken halves prepared. 
Some frozen cooked chicken 
halves are still available for those 
who missed the event. � ey are 
$5 and can be picked up at the 
center during regular hours 8 

a.m. to 3 p.m.
Center director Denise Ber-

trand said the event was success-
ful thanks to the e� orts of those 
who volunteered.

“We owe a huge thanks to 
everyone who helped,” Bertrand 
said. “We need to be proud of 
our kids from the high school 
who volunteered. If it wasn’t for 
them, there’s no way we could do 
this.”

� e 50/50 Ra�  e grew to 
$10,250 with half the pot going 

to the winning ticket purchased 
by Clarendon Family Medicine. 
P.J. O’Keefe was the winner of 
the quilt ra�  e.

Winners of the Chicken 
Drop Bingo were Mary Green 
and Ronnie Edwards.

Jace and Huxley Schmidt 
(nine- and six-years-old) won 
the Cornhole tournament 
against much older competitors 
and playing under league rules. 
� e Bell Boys – Jackie and Kyler 
– won the Two-on-Two basket-

ball game, and the Water Dodge-
ball tournament championship 
was won by the “Pickles” team 
of Kate Shaw, Presley Smith, and 
Kyler Bell. � e Newhouse broth-
ers – Matthew and Monroe – 
won the Water Balloon Blast.

A special plaque was dedi-
cated and will be hung in the 
center in memory of the late Don 
Stone and his many years of ser-
vice to the organization.

Next year’s Senior � ang is 
scheduled for June 7, 2025.

� e US Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) announced that 
agricultural producers and private 
landowners can now sign up for the 
Grassland Conservation Reserve 
Program (Grassland CRP). � e 
signup runs from today through 
June 28, 2024. 

Grassland CRP, o� ered by 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA), is a voluntary working lands 
conservation program that enables 
participants to conserve grasslands 
and provide important conser-
vation bene� ts for wildlife, soil 
health and carbon sequestration, all 
while continuing most grazing and 
haying practices.

More than 2.3 million acres 
from agricultural producers and 
private landowners were accepted 
through the 2023 Grassland CRP 
signup. � at signup re� ects the 
continued success and value of 
investments in voluntary, producer-
led, working lands conservation 
programs. � e current total par-
ticipation in Grassland CRP is 8.64 

million acres, which is part of the 
24.8 million acres enrolled in CRP 
opportunities overall.

On Nov. 16, 2023, President 
Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, 
the Further Continuing Appro-
priations and Other Extensions 
Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which 
generally extended the Agriculture 
Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 
115-334), more commonly known 
as the 2018 Farm Bill, through Sept. 
30, 2024. � is extension allows 
authorized programs, including 
CRP, to continue operating.

Landowners and producers 
interested in CRP should contact 
their local USDA Service Center to 
learn more or to apply for the pro-
gram before the June 28 deadline.  

FSA is also accepting appli-
cations for the Continuous CRP 
signup, which opened in January 
2023. Under this enrollment, pro-
ducers and landowners can enroll 
in CRP throughout the year. 

Contact the local FSA o�  ce 
for more information.

‘Thang’ raises funds for senior citizens

CRP sign-up period open
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Cotton Festival will 
be focus of meeting

The Hedley Lions Club will 
hold a special meeting on Sep-
tember 5 at 7 p.m. with the 2024 
Cotton Festival being the topic of 
discussion. 

The meeting will be open 
to vendors and the public to ask 
any questions they may have. The 
meeting will be held at the Hedley 
Lions Den on Main Street, across 
from the senior citizens building. 

This year’s Cotton Festival 
& Parade will be on Saturday, 
October 12.

Rep. Jackson taking 
academy nominees

The Offi  ce of Congress-
man Ronny Jackson (TX-13) 
announced that applications for 
United States Service Academy 
nominations for the Class of 2029 
are open thru October 4, 2024. 

To be considered for a nomi-
nation, candidates must submit all 
required materials by October 4, 
2024.

“Every year, I look forward 
to the unique honor of nominat-
ing some of the best and brightest 
students from Texas’ 13th Con-
gressional District for appoint-
ments to America’s incredible 
service academies,” Jackson said. 
“I encourage anyone interested to 
apply, and I look forward to con-
sidering the future applicants.”

As a Member of Congress, 
Jackson can nominate students 
from TX-13 for appointments 
to the United States Air Force, 
Naval, Military (West Point), and 
Merchant Marine Academies. 
More information on Service 
Academy Nominations can be 
found here. The U.S. Service 
Academy Application for Nomi-
nation can be found here.

The public has until Sep-
tember 16 to complete a survey 
for the Texas Department of 
Transportation to provide 
feedback on the feasibility of 
upgrading US 287 to interstate 
highway standards.

The study is focused on 
almost the entire length of US 
287 in Texas, a corridor that 
spans 671 miles from Port 
Arthur to Amarillo and plays a 
major role in moving people and 
goods through Texas.

The comprehensive study 
will evaluate transportation 
needs and identify potential 
multimodal solutions to help 
improve safety and connectiv-
ity. TxDOT is asking the public 
to participate in a survey to 
share their experiences traveling 
along the corridor, challenges 
for safety and mobility, and pro-
vide insights into priorities for 
US 287.

TxDOT corridor planning 
branch manager Lorena Ech-
everria de Misi said the study 
is an opportunity for TxDOT to 
hear from communities, busi-
nesses, and the broader public 
what this corridor should look 
like and how it can connect 
communities and foster eco-
nomic opportunities for Texans 
for years to come. 

Childress District TxDOT 
public information offi  cer 

Ginger Wilson says she wants as 
many people as possible to com-
plete the survey and give their 
thoughts on what changes to US 
287 could mean.

“Question eight – the last 
question on the survey – is open 
ended, and we encourage people 
to respond there with their 
thoughts and opinions.”

Wilson also said that if the 
study ultimately determines that 
upgrading US 287 is feasible, 
it would likely be many years 
or even decades before any 
changes would be made to the 
highway.

Members of the public are 
also encouraged to leave com-
ments about specifi c locations 
along the corridor on an inter-
active map. Both the survey 
and the interactive map will be 
available through Sept. 16 on 
https://www.txdot.gov/proj-
ects/projects-studies/statewide/
us287-corridor-interstate-feasi-
bility-study.html.

Guided by groups repre-
senting northwest, central, and 
southeast segments of the corri-
dor, this study focuses on safety, 
movement of people and goods, 
connectivity with other key cor-
ridors in Texas, and new tech-
nology, and other priorities.

For more information, con-
tact Ginger Wilson at 940-937-
7288.

Optimum 500 Mbps Internet is  
here in Clarendon
There goes the speed limit.

One death
in Monday 
accident 

A Colorado man lost his life in a 
single vehicle accident near Ashtola 
Monday afternoon.

According to DPS Sergeant 
Cindy Barkley, the accident occurred 
about 4:10 p.m. on US 287, about 
seven miles northwest of Clarendon.

Samuel Houston, 30, of Basalt, 
Colo., was driving a 2011 Lincoln 
MKX SUV south on US 287 when, 
for an unknown reason, he lost con-
trol of the SUV. 

The DPS reports said the vehi-
cle traveled off  the right edge of the 
roadway, entered the ditch, struck a 
road sign, traveled through a barbed 
wire fence, and rolled over at least 
two times. 

Houston was not wearing a 
seat belt and, as a result, was ejected 
during the crash. He was later pro-
nounced deceased on scene by 
Donley County Justice of the Peace 
Pat White.

The crash remains under inves-
tigation by the Department of Public 
Safety.

The Clarendon City Council 
approved its budget for fi scal year 
2025 when they met in called session 
August 22.

The new budget of $2.87 mil-
lion is just slightly bigger than the 
current budget of $2.8 million, 
according to City Administrator 
Brian Barboza. The new budget will 
take eff ect October 1.

Grant projects totaling more 
than $1.1 million will be a major 

focus in the new budget, Barboza 
said. The new budget includes 
about $135,000 for the city’s grant 
matches.

A Downtown Revitalization 
Project in the 200 block of Kear-
ney Street will is a $500,000 project 
funded mostly by the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture with the city 
providing about $98,800. Work will 
include replacement of sidewalks 
and installing ramping and lighting 

similar to what was done in the 100 
block last year.

The other big project is a new 
wastewater lift station at Sully and 
Martindale funded by a federal Com-
munity Development Block Grant. 
The $500,000 project will include a 
match of $25,000 from the city.

A Texas Department of Trans-
portation RAMP grant will fund most 
of a $111,000 project to maintain the 
runway and continue to improve 

runway lights and other projects at 
the Smiley Johnson Municipal Air-
port. The city will provide about 
$11,000 for that project.

Other takeaways from the 
new budget include a three percent 
pay increase for city employees, 
improvements to the city’s animal 
shelter, and street maintenance proj-
ects.

In other city business, the coun-
cil selected AW Broadband as the 

city’s new internet provider. The 
six-month trail period will be imple-
mented to test out a hybrid fi ber and 
wireless service. The type of service 
will depend on the location of the 
service (i.e. City Hall, the recycling 
center, etc.).

Aldermen also approved an 
addition to the tenant lease agree-
ments for hangers at the airport to 
address storage of household items 
in those facilities. 

City council approves $2.78M budget for FY 25

Bronco Buddies
Landree Martinez enjoys a slice of watermelon with her adopted Lady Bronco, Mary Jo Dushay, last Thursday evening at Bronco 
Stadium. The Adopt-A-Bronco program pairs young students with high school athletes and encourages the older kids to serve as 
mentors.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ASHLEE ESTLACK

Sweetheart fi nalists
Boss Lion Richard Green (right) stands with the fi nalists in the Clarendon Lions Club Sweetheart appli-
cation process Tuesday afternoon. Clarendon High School seniors Lauren Ceniceros, Shelbi Coles, and 
Maloree Wann were interviewed by the club, and the three discussed community service projects and 
potential projects as part of the process.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

US 287 survey still 
open thru Sept. 16

Chuckwagon tickets 
are still available

The Saints’ Roost Museum 
will hold its 30th annual Col. 
Charles Goodnight Chuckwagon 
Cookoff  this Saturday, September 
28, and tickets for the cookoff  are 
still available at Every Nook & 
Cranny. 

Although admission is free, 
a $25 meal ticket is required to 
enjoy the authentic chuckwagon 
chicken fried steak dinner.

A tradeshow will start at 10 
a.m. Local and area entertainers 
will be performing, and the meal 
is served at 1 p.m.
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Local man 
sentenced 
to 50-year 
prison term

The 100th Judcial District 
Court heard two pleas in Donley 
County cases in November, resulting 
in prison sentences for a Clarendon 
man and a Longview man.

The court met in Clarendon 
November 19 with one contested 
hearing and one plea. District Attor-
ney Luke Inman, along with Assis-
tant District Attorney Harley Caudle, 
prosecuted the cases for the State 
of Texas, with the Honorable Judge 
Dale Rabe, Jr., presiding.

Brandon Jerry Don Jackson, 48, 
from Clarendon, was sentenced to 50 
years in prison for the second-degree 
felony off ense of failure to comply 
with sex off ender registration, 
enhanced to a fi rst-degree felony 
that occurred in Donley County on 
December 1, 2020.

Jackson was placed on proba-
tion on October 27, 2021. On August 
22, the State fi led its motion request-
ing the Court to adjudicate Jackson’s 
probation, alleging 11 violations of 
his conditions of probation. 

Jackson pleaded true to the 
allegations and a hearing was con-
ducted. Jackson was convicted and 
sentenced after the hearing to the 
50-year term.

Jackson was also ordered to pay 
a $2,000 fi ne and $488 in court costs.

After the contested hearing, 
Jackson was then sentenced to 15 
years in prison for another second-
degree felony off ense of failure to 
comply with sex off ender regis-
tration, enhanced to a fi rst-degree 
felony that occurred in Donley 
County on August 1, 2021.

Rabe then ordered the second 
sentence run consecutively to the 
50-year sentence Jackson was also 
ordered to pay $488 in court costs 
for the second case.

The court also met via the 
internet-based meeting app Zoom 
on November 21 for a second case 
with Inman and Caudle represent-
ing the state and Judge Rabe again 
presiding.  

Steven Wayne Kelley, 63 
from Longview, Texas, was sen-
tenced to two years in prison for 
the third-degree felony off ense of 
failure to register as a sex off ender 
that occurred in Donley County on 
November 24, 2014.

Kelley was placed on proba-
tion on January 29, 2018. On July 
11, 2018, the State fi led its motion 
requesting the Court to revoke Kel-
ley’s probation, alleging six viola-
tions of his conditions of probation. 
Kelley pleaded true to the allega-
tions.

Kelley was ordered to pay a 
$500 fi ne and $488 in court costs.

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its fi rst Small 
Town Christmas drawing this 
Friday at noon as holiday shopping 
promotions continue.

The third annual “Shop Small” 
promotion from the Clarendon 
Chamber of Commerce will put 
a grand total of $550 in Chamber 
Christmas Cash in the hands of 
lucky winners who shop with local 
merchants.

Sign-ups at participating mer-
chants began last week, for Cham-
ber Cash drawings that will be held 
for $100 each Friday on December 
6, 13, and 20. 

To enter, shoppers will fi ll out 
an entry at local participating mer-
chants. 

Enter as many times as you 
shop locally, so shop often. Entries 
stay in the hopper each week, so 
those who enter will have multiple 
chances of winning.

Those merchants participat-
ing are: Amanda’s Country Soaps, 
Broken Road Liquor, Broiller’s 
Auto Parts, Clarendon Outpost, 
Cornell’s Country Store, Coun-
try Bloomers Flowers, Courtney 
D’Costa Scentsy, Every Nook & 
Cranny, Floatin’ T, Floyd’s Auto-
motive, Henson’s, Garrison’s, J&W 

Lumber, Lowe’s Family Center, 
Monroe’s Peach Ranch, Mulkey 
Theatre, Mike’s Pharmancy, Ramb-
lin’ Ranch Boutique, REFZ Sports 
Bar & Grill, Whistle Stop, and 
Wicked Fast Attire.

The Chamber will also hold a 
bonus drawing for $250 in Chamber 
Christmas Cash on December 20. 
Sign-up for the bonus drawing will 
be held starting December 2 at the 
Clarendon Visitor Center. Shoppers 
can bring their receipts and receive 
one entry for every $25 spent at the 
participating merchants.

Several downtown merchants 
are also making plans to stay open 

for Late Night Shopping on Thurs-
days, December 5, 12, and 19, until 
8 p.m. 

The list of participating mer-
chants was not available at press 
time, but will be posted on Claren-
donLive.com and Facebook.com/
TheEnterprise as soon as possible. 
Downtown merchants do plan to 
draw for prizes during those Thurs-
day nights.

Shop at home this holiday 
season and remember the impor-
tant role your local merchants play 
in keeping your community strong. 
Support the businesses who support 
your town!

CVFD responds 
to house fi res 
Saturday night

The Clarendon Volunteer 
Fire Department was kept busy 
Saturday evening in the midst of 
the celebrations downtown. 

Shortly after the festivities 
began on the Courthouse Square, 
a call went out to house fi re on 
Collinson Street at the Regina 
Wootten residence. 

Items set on the stovetop 
caught fi re and were discovered 
by the owner, who put out the fi re 
but called 911 to make sure the 
fi re was out and because of all the 
smoke in the home. 

Later that evening, an elec-
trical fi re broke out in the home 
of the late Lucy Saye on Wood 
Avenue. Tim Saye discovered 
the blaze at the back of the 
house and called 911. Firemen 
responded quickly, and damage 
was contained to the immediate 
area where the blaze started. The 
house was heavily smoked but 
was saved from major damage.

Ashtola, Texas, is now home to 
a world champion after last week’s 
cutting horse competition in Fort 
Worth.

RJ Sanny Squared fi nished out 
her career by scoring 229 points in 
the fi rst go at the National Cutting 
Horse Association World Finals on 
November 23 and then continued to 
perform over the next three rounds 
on November 24, 28 and 30 to secure 
the title.

The mare is owned by Johnny, 
Janet, and Shannon Cooper of Ash-

tola.
Riden by her trainer, Christian 

Miller, RJ Sanny Squared compted 
in 105 shows this year, earning more 
than $133,000. 

Janet Cooper said hundreds 
of horses compete throughout the 
nation and only the top 15 make it to 
the NCHA’s world fi nals. RJ Sanny 
Squared is seven years old and has 
been trained by Miller since she was 
two.

“She’s been spectacular,” 
Cooper said. “For us to win a world 

championship is simply awesome. 
Now she’ll be coming home in 
December to retire at the top.”

The Cooper family has been 
raising cutting horses for about ten 
years now in Ashtola. Their Rockin’ 
J Quarter Horses business, however, 
has been in operation for 30 years 
now.

RJ Sanny Squared not only is 
a world champion, but she has also 
been named to the Mare Hall of 
Fame and has a lifetime earnings of 
more than $250,000.

Santa Letters due 
by December 11

The Clarendon Enterprise 
is getting ready to send its holi-
day issue to Santa Claus, and the 
deadline to have your letter turned 
in is fast approaching.

All letters need to be deliv-
ered to the Enteprise offi  ce at 
105 S. Kearney by 5 p.m. next 
Wednesday, December 11, in 
order to be in the holiday issue 
that Santa looks for every year.

Send your letter to Santa 
Claus, c/o The Clarendon Enter-
prise, PO Box 1110, Clarendon, 
TX 79226, or bring it straight to 
the offi  ce.

TxDOT surveying 
transit needs

TxDOT will be holding vir-
tual public workshops in Decem-
ber and January to learn more 
about the transit service needs of 
seniors and individuals with dis-
abilities.

Access to quality transit is 
vital to the lives of many people 
across Texas, including in the 
Childress District area. For many, 
transit is their only connection to 
healthcare, jobs, family members 
and even grocery shopping.

Information on the program, 
how to connect virtually and how 
to provide a comment can be 
found at txdot.gov.

Ashtola horse wins world title

RJ Sanny Squared performs riden by trainer Christian Miller at the 
NCHA World Finals in Fort Worth.  PERFORMANCE HORSE CENTRAL PHOTO

Chamber to draw winner on Friday

Christmas wishes
Russell Johnston and his mother, Skyler, visit with Santa Claus at the Donley County Courthouse last Saturday evening during the 
Small Town Christmas celebration.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / KARI LINDSEY
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Christmas event to 
be discussed Nov. 4

The public’s input is 
being sought to plan a Down-
town Christmas Celebration on 
November 30 in conjunction with 
the Courthouse Lighting. 

Those interested in helping 
with the event will meet again at 
5:30 p.m. Monday, November 4, 
at the Burton Memorial Library. 

Chamber meeting 
set for November 7

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its annual 
membership meeting at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, November 7, at the 
Mulkey Theatre

Refreshments will be served, 
and the agenda will include an 
update on Chamber activities 
as well as the annual election of 
board members.

Methodists to hold 
Fall Bazaar Nov. 9

The Clarendon Methodist 
Church will hold its annual Fall 
Bazaar this Saturday, November 
9, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
event will feature a bake sale, 
bingo, homemade crafts, and a 
Christmas Tree raffl  e. Conces-
sions will be available.

Volunteers sought 
to help set out fl ags

Volunteers are being sought 
to help the Clarendon Lions Club 
and Scout Troops 433 and 4433 
set out fl ags for Veterans Day at 
Citizens Cemetery. Those inter-
ested in helping are asked to 
gather at the cemetery at 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 6. 

Early voter turnout 
exceeds 58 percent

Voters were still casting bal-
lots as the Enterprise went to press 
Tuesday afternoon with a large 
turnout expected for the 2024 
General Election.

The Donley County Clerk’s 
offi  ce reported that out of the 
2,277 voters registered in Donley 
County, 1,332 had cast early bal-
lots not including absentee ballots 
by mail. In other words, more than 
58 percent of registered voters 
locally cast their ballots before 
election day.

Local election results were 
reported by the Enterprise Tues-
day night at Facebook.com/
TheEnterprise and are available 
on ClarendonLive.com. Election 
results will also be published in 
next week’s newspaper.

September 
Donley, Hall 
jobless rates 
fall slightly

Donley and Hall county unem-
ployment rates fell slightly in Sep-
tember but remained higher than the 
overall Panhandle Workforce Develop-
ment Area.

Sixty-three people were looking 
for work in Donley County down from 
70 in August. The number of people 
employed also fell from 1,396 to 1,384 
and the workforce shrank from 1,466 to 
1,447. 

In September 2023, Donley Coun-
ty’s unemployment rate was 4.0 per-
cent.

In Hall County, the unemploy-
ment rate dropped from 5.9 percent in 
August to 5.5 percent in September. 

Sixty people were looking for 
work in Hall County, down from 65 the 
previous year. The number of employed 
people was 1,026, down from 1,039; 
and the Hall County workforce also 
shrank from 1,104 to 1,086.

Amarillo and the Panhandle WDA 
maintain low unemployment rates 
compared to the state, even with slight 
increases in September 2024. Labor 
force participation continues to grow, 
giving employers access to a stable 
talent pool.

Amarillo saw a slight drop to 
3.0 percent in September 2024, down 
from 3.3 percent the previous month, 
remaining well below the Texas aver-
age of 4.1 percent.

The city’s labor force grew from 
105,096 in September 2023 to 107,451 
in September 2024. Employment also 
increased, from 101,797 to 104,243, 
signaling continued economic strength.

The unemployment rate in the 
Panhandle Workforce Development 
Area (WDA) experienced a modest 
decrease in unemployment to 3.3 per-
cent in September 2024, down from 3.5 
percent the previous month.

The WDA’s labor force grew from 
213,235 in September 2023 to 216,778 
in September 2024, with employment 
rising from 206,650 to 209,910.

While the WDA’s unemployment 
rate remains favorable, ongoing labor 
force growth provides regional busi-
nesses with opportunities to fi ll posi-
tions. 

The Clarendon Lions Club held 
its 102nd anniversary Charter Ban-
quet last Tuesday, October 29, and 
presented awards during the eve-
ning.

Boss Lion Richard Green 
announced Lion Ted Shaller as the 
Lion of the Year for his service to 
the club and his work with spon-
soring blood drives through Coff ee 
Memorial Blood Center. Lion Ted 
could not attend last Tuesday and 
was presented his award this week. 

Lion David Dockery was rec-
ognized by the club with a plaque 
honoring his term of service as club 
president from 2023-2024 and all 
the service that happened under his 
leadership.

Lauren Ceniceros was formally 
crowned as the club’s Sweetheart for 
the current year. 

District Governor Chris Rogers 
delivered the keynote address high-
lighting the service the Clarendon 
Lions Club has provided for the 
community and said he holds the 
Clarendon club up as an example to 

other Lions Clubs in the Panhandle. 
He especially praised the club for its 
successes in partnering with other 
community organizations during the 
presidencies of Lions Landon Lam-
bert, David Dockery, and Richard 
Green.

DG Rogers also helped recog-
nize Lions Ashlee Estlack for her 15 
years of service to Lionism and Lion 
Chuck Robertson for his service 
over the past 20 years.

The club also received and 
approved and application from our 
newest Lion, Benjamin Estlack.

Those attending this year’s ban-
quet were District Governor Chris 
Rogers of Lake Tanglewood; Boss 
Lion Richard Green and Lion Mary 
Green; Lion David Dockery and 
wife, Diana; Lions Roger Estlack 
and Ashlee Estlack and their daugh-
ter, Ella; Lion Benjamin Estlack, 
Lion Landon “L Jefe” Lambert; 
Lion Brian Barboza; Lions Scarlet 
and Russell Estlack; Lion Emma 
Roys; Lion Anndria Newhouse and 
husband, Michael with their sons 

Services set to 
honor veterans

American Legion Adamson Lane 
Post 287 members will place Ameri-
can Flags on the graves of 250 Veter-
ans buried in the Rowe Cemetery in 
Hedley. The fl ags will be placed on the 
graves on Friday November 8, 2024, at 
9:00 AM.  This is in honor of departed 
veterans who have served in this coun-
try’s military.

Flags will be placed at Citizens 
Cemetery in Clarendon on Wednesday, 
November 6, by the Clarendon Lions 
Club and Scouts of Troops 433 and 
4433.

On Monday, November 11, at 
10:00 a.m., the Adamson Lane Post 
will hold its annual Veterans Day ser-
vice at the Hedley Lions Club build-
ing. This program will be conducted by 
members of the American Legion and 
will include the raising of the colors, 
the National Anthem, Pledge to the 
Flag, and the ceremony honoring the 
missing in action and prisoners of War 
still unaccounted for.  

The key address will be given 
by Tex Buckhaults, President of 
Clarendon College. The program will 
be concluded with the playing of taps.

House Fire
The Clarendon Volunteer Fire Department responded to a house fi re in the 300 block of North Jefferson early Friday morning, 
November 1. The house was not occupied at the time of the fi re, which early reports said appeared to have started at the back 
of the structure. The City of Howardwick Volunteer Fire Department was also called in to assist with the blaze. CVFD offi cials 
could not be reached this week for any determination as to what my have started the fi re.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Clarendon Lions mark 
102 years of service

Clarendon Lions members celebrated their club’s 102 anniversary last Tuesday. Shown here are new Lion Benjamin Estlack, 
20-year Lion Chuck Robertson, District Governor Chris Rogers, Past President David Dockery, Sweetheart Lauren Ceniceros, 
15-year Lion Ashlee Estlack, and Boss Lion Richard Green.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Matthew and Monroe; Sweet-
heart Lauren Ceniceros with 
her parents, Dena and Gumaro; 
Lion Brian Barbosa; Lion Chuck 
Robertson and Laura Shortnacy; 
Lion Machiel Covey and hus-

band, J.B.; Lion Chanel Silva 
and husband, Craig; Lion Larry 
Capranica and wife, Karen; Lion 
Eric Gehman and daughter, Rita; 
and Lion Chris Reuter and wife, 
Courtney.

Boss Lion Richard Green with Lion of the Year Ted Shaller. 
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2024: Clarendon takes in wildfire evacuees
January 4, 2024

Local man faces 
felony gun charge

A Howardwick man’s case was 
one of 13 heard by the district court 
on Tuesday, December 12, when it 
met in Carson County.

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District Attor-
ney Harley Caudle, prosecuted the 
cases for the State of Texas, with 
the Honorable Judge Stuart Messer 
presiding by assignment.

Ricky Wayne Caughey, 56, 
from Howardwick, was placed on 
six years’ probation for the third-
degree felony offense of deadly 
conduct discharging a firearm.

January 4, 2024

County voters to 
decide tax questions

Voters in all three municipali-
ties in Donley County will vote on 
creating County Assistance District 
this May after resolutions were 
approved by the Clarendon, Hedley, 
and Howardwick city councils 
before Christmas.

County commissioners voted 
December 11 to pursue creation of 
the sales tax-funded districts as a 
mechanism to provide money to the 
Donley County Sheriff’s Office. The 
plan would be to create four county 
assistance districts – one each in the 
cities of Clarendon, Hedley, and 
Howardwick and one in the unin-
corporated areas of the county.

January 15, 2024

CEDC okays mural 
grant program

A new program by the 
Clarendon Economic Development 
Corporation is designed to encour-
age mural art in the community.

The CEDC board approved 
guidelines for the Mural Grant Pro-
gram at its December meeting and 
posted the guidelines on its website 
this week.

The purpose of the program 
is to enhance Clarendon’s appear-
ance, increase employment oppor-
tunities in the arts, raise awareness 
and appreciation of the value of art, 
create civic pride, reduce blight, 
and encourage tourism.

Grant recipients can be eli-
gible to receive reimbursement for 
up to one-half of the mural project 
cost based on funds available each 
fiscal year.

Mural grant applications are 
available online at ClarendonTX.
com/CEDC or from the Clarendon 
Visitor Center.

January 17, 2024

Livestock show 
winners announced

The 2024 Donley County 
Junior Livestock Show was held 
last Saturday, January 13, at the 
Donley County Activity Center 
with Levi Gates and Wes Shaw win-
ning the beef division.

Gates showed the Grand 
Champion Steer, and Shaw exhib-
ited the Grand Champion Heifer.

Other top winners were Madi-
son Moore and her Grand Cham-
pion Sheep, Kaitin Ehlert and her 
Grand Champion Goat, Maloree 
Wann with the Grand Champion 
Gilt, and Jase Conway with his 
Grand Champion Barrow.

Reserve Champion honors 
went to Levi Gates, steer; Kate 
Shaw, heifer; Brandon Moore, 
sheep; Adleigh Moore, goat; 
Maloree Wann barrow; and Jase 
Conway, gilt.

January 25, 2024

County votes on city 
police agreements

Donley County presented the 
City of Clarendon with two new 
proposed agreements last week 
after the city declined to move for-
ward with a sales tax-funded district 
to support the sheriff’s department.

During a called session of 
the Donley County Commission-
ers’ Court last Friday, Judge John 
Howard said it could be argued that 
the city breached its law enforce-
ment contract with the county after 
a January 11 vote of the city coun-
cil reversed a December vote to 
put the creation of a County Assis-
tance District before city voters this 

spring.
“I don’t mind if the city doesn’t 

want to participate in the County 
Assistance District,” Howard said, 
“but we need multi-year agree-
ment.”

January 31, 2024

Students advance in 
UIL film contest

A group of Clarendon High 
School students are advancing after 
competing for the first time in the 
UIL film competition.

The following students had 
roles in the film competitions with 
two teacher interviews: Rowdy 
Bebout, Kyler Bell, Kashlyn 
Conkin, Zane Cruse, Benjamin 
Estlack, Avery Halsey, Ronan 
Howard, Toby Leeper, Jacob 
Murillo, Zakary Roberts, Cutter 
Seay, Kate Shaw, Wes Shaw, Koltyn 
Shields, Presley Smith, Kase Zong-
ker, Cutter Ashbook, Mrs. Bessent, 
and Mrs. Benson.

February 8, 2024

Howardwick okays 
paving project bid

The City of Howardwick 
accepted a bid for road construction 
during a called meeting January 23 
to improve a stretch of Rick Hus-
band Boulevard.

The $219,499.50 bid of G&G 
Operators of Dalhart was accepted 
as the lowest bid. The highest bid 
was $428,980 from West Texas 
Utility Contractors.

City Secretary Sandy Chil-
dress said the scope of the work 
covers drainage improvements 
from the draw between Dawn Drive 
and Porter Drive and extending 
about 800 linear feet northwest on 
Rick Husband, tearing up that sec-
tion of road and replacing it with 
hot mix asphalt.

The city is, however, negoti-
ating with the contractor and the 
agencies providing the Community 
Development Block Grant fund-
ing the project in hopes of issuing 
a change order on the contract that 
would allow more paving to be 
done.

February 14, 2024

Hedley adopts City 
Hall ‘no cash’ policy

The Hedley City Council met 
in regular session February 8 as 
officials continued steps to move 
the city’s fiscal year in line most 
other local governments.

Hedley has historically run a 
budget year from July through June, 
but the city recently moved to the 
more common October 1 through 
September 30 calendar. As part of 
that, the council gave consideration 
last week to a new budget to cover 
fiscal year 2024.

Karen Watt spoke in open 
forum about concerns she had with 
the proposed budget and said there 
was not enough information to sup-
port the budget.

The council later unanimously 
approved the proposed budget.

February 21, 2024

CCISD asking for 
$11.7M in bonds

Clarendon CISD Trustees 
approved asking voters for $11.7 
million in bonds during a called 
meeting last Wednesday, February 
14, with the funds going toward 
improving the football stadium, a 
new vocational ag building, new 
buses, and improved safety mea-
sures.

The measure on the May ballot 
will be in the form of three separate 
propositions, and voters can vote 
for or against any or all of them.

Proposition A will seek $1.8 
million for safety and security 
upgrades and the school as well as 
two new buses.

Proposition B would fund $6.9 
million in improvements at Bronco 
Stadium including accessibility 
improvements, new home and visi-
tor bleachers, a new press box, and 
$3.3 to 3.5 million for a new field 
house, restrooms, and concession 
stand.

Proposition C would provide 
$3 million for a new vocational ag 
building.

School officials were origi-
nally considering a bond package 

of $13 million, but trustees scaled 
back after several citizens spoke 
out during open forum at the board 
meeting and during a bond discus-
sion in the high school auditorium 
prior to the meeting.

February 29, 2024

Student arrested on 
terroristic threat

A Clarendon High School 
student was arrested Wednesday, 
February 28, after he threatened 
to shoot a classmate, according 
to Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn.

Avyen Chance Allen, age 17, 
was charged with Terroristic Threat, 
a Class B misdemeanor, and was 
still in jail Thursday morning.

Blackburn said Allen and a 
female student were talking in class 
when he threatened to go get a gun 
and shoot the girl. She did not say 
anything to school officials, but 
called her mother to come get her, 
the sheriff said. After the mother 
learned what happened, she called 
the school, and Clarendon CISD 
officials contacted the sheriff imme-
diately.

March 7, 2024

Wildfires devastate 
Panhandle region

Hundreds of structures and 
homes, two lives, and thousands of 
head of livestock were destroyed 
last week by wildfires fed by dry 
conditions and high winds across 
several counties in the northeastern 
Panhandle.

Last Tuesday, smoke filled 
the air in Donley County, and 
that evening about 1,000 or more 
people evacuated from Pampa to 
Clarendon as the fires threatened 
that city.

Several local buildings and 
churches here were opened to allow 
those in need to take refuge here, 
and local volunteer firemen also 
provided mutual aid in fighting area 
fires.

The Smokehouse Creek 
Fire, which started in Hutchinson 
County, burned a total of 1,075,000 
acres and has been declared as the 
largest in Texas history. And it 
was only one of multiple fires that 
threatened homes and livelihoods in 
the past week.

March 7, 2024

Shaller receives top 
Chamber award

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce recognized Ted Shaller 
with the 2024 Saints’ Roost Award 
for his lifetime of service and com-
mitment to the community during 
the annual Chamber Awards Ban-
quet last Thursday, February 29.

Man of the Year honors went 
to Steve Reynolds, and Machiel 
Covey was named the Woman of 
the Year.

The Donley County State Bank 
was named the Business of the Year, 
and the Bread of Life Ministry was 
named the Volunteer Organization 
of the Year.

Other winners were Young 
Woman and Man of the Year from 
Hedley – Flor Silvestre and Liam 
Branigan and Young Woman and 
Man of the Year from Clarendon – 
Courtlyn Conkin and Cutter Seay.

March 7, 2024

Essary beats White; 
Koetting to face 
Wootten in runoff

In Donley County’s only two 
contested races Tuesday, one com-
missioner’s race was decided, and 
another is headed to a runoff elec-
tion in May.

Former Howardwick Mayor 
Dell Essary defeated Donley 
County Commissioner Mark White, 
104-76, for the Republican nomina-
tion. Essary will face no opponent 
in November and will become the 
new commissioner in January.

Also in the Republican Pri-
mary in Precinct 3, Greg Wootten 
and Commissioner Neil Koetting 
will go to a runoff in May after no 
candidate got more than 50 percent 
of the vote. 

Wootten had 86, Koetting had 
68, and Sis Bond had 45.

March 13-20, 2024

County okays city 
contract for sheriff 

Donley County Commission-
ers approved new law enforce-
ment agreement with the City of 
Clarendon during their regular 
meeting Monday, March 11.

Under the terms of the pro-
posal, the city would pay the county 
$170,000 for law enforcement ser-
vices beginning in fiscal year 2025, 
which starts in October. The five-
year contract would go up two per-
cent each year.

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil ratified a new contract with the 
Donley County Sheriff’s Office 
during its regular meeting last 
Thursday, March 14.

March 20, 2024

Nurse practitioner 
joins local clinic

A new Family Nurse Practitio-
ner at Clarendon Family Medicine 
is no stranger to the community and 
is looking forward to serving the 
people here.

Sarah Ybarra, FNP-C, has 
been shadowing clinic personnel 
for a couple of weeks and began 
seeing patients Monday.

Ybarra is originally from 
Amarillo, but she spent a lot of time 
growing up with her relatives in the 
Holland family in Donley County. 
The small-town life appealed to her, 
and she and her husband J.J. moved 
to Groom about nine years ago.

March 27, 2024

HHS OAP advances 
to Bi-District level

Hedley High School’s One Act 
Play troupe competed in the District 
2 competition in Groom on Thurs-
day and advanced to the bi-district 
competition.

Hedley performed “Kamikaze 
Kate,” written by John Summons.

All Star cast members were 
Kali Curry, playing the part of Kate, 
and Javier Valles playing the part 
of Captain Kurado. Shailyn Hanes 
earned Honorable Mention All Star 
Cast for Hedley for her role as the 
Mother. Also advancing were White 
Deer and Groom.

The cast and crew consist of 
Kali Curry, Kelli Love, Shailyn 
Hanes, Christina Silvestre, Malorie 
Collins, Kylynne Shelley, Sebastian 
Garcia, Ray Curry, Kyler Booth, 
Javier Valles, and Takoda Edwards. 
The play was directed by Diane 
Conatser and Patricia Valles.

March 27, 2024

CC kills personal 
property tax levy

The Clarendon College Dis-
trict will no longer levy a tax on 
personal property in Donley County 
following action by the CC Board 
of Regents last Thursday.

CC President Tex Buckhaults 
said the board formally repealed 
the unpopular tax on automobiles, 
boats, and other personal property 
during its regular meeting on March 
21.

“We feel like we’re financially 
sound enough to forgo that much 
disparaged tax,” Buckhaults said.

The repeal will mean the loss 
of about $58,000 in annual revenue 
for the college district, the president 
said, but he believes CC can manage 
without that income thanks in part 
to higher state funding coming from 
a new funding method approved by 
the Legislature last year.

Local governments still levy-
ing the personal property tax 
include Donley County, the Pan-
handle Groundwater Conservation 
District, the City of Hedley, and 
Hedley Consolidated Independent 
School District.

April 3, 2024

Hedley City Hall 
temporarily shut

Hedley City Hall is temporar-
ily closed following the resignation 
of City Secretary Tammy Brinson 
last Friday.

Mayor Pro-Tem Jennifer Floyd 
said Brinson quit due to a lack of 
appreciation by the citizens and said 
that residents can take payments to 
the office of Justice of the Peace Pat 
White in Hedley.

Floyd also said the city is 
working on getting things ready for 
the upcoming election in May and 
said Howardwick City Secretary 
Sandy Childress is no longer help-
ing with that process.

April 3, 2024

OKC man arrested 
following gunfight

An Oklahoma man is facing 
two felony charges after exchang-
ing gun fire with the Donley County 
Sheriff and a Carson County Deputy 
near Goodnight last Wednesday, 
March 27.

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said his office received 
a 911 call from a motorist who had 
been told by the subject that he had 
several weapons and was going 
to use them to harm himself and 
others.

The subject, later identified 
as 50-year-old William Earl Dance 
from Oklahoma City, was at the 
eastbound rest area near Good-
night at the time of the call. Donley 
County notified Armstrong County, 
and an Armstrong deputy responded 
to the scene. Sheriff Blackburn was 
headed toward Goodnight in case 
the subject left the rest area and 
continued east when the Armstrong 
dispatcher reported their deputy 
was being shot at.

Sheriff Blackburn and Carson 
County Chief Deputy JC Blackburn 
continued to exchange fire with 
Dance, Donley County Deputies 
blocked the westbound US 287 traf-
fic, and a DPS trooper arrived on the 
scene. Dance soon surrendered and 
was placed under arrest by Deputy 
Blackburn and the state trooper 
while other law enforcement kept 
the subject under gunpoint.

April 10, 2024

CHS claims district 
UIL championship

Clarendon High School 
claimed the District 2-2A Champi-
onship during UIL academic com-
petitions held last Wednesday, April 
3, at Clarendon College. CHS com-
peted against Memphis, Shamrock, 
Quanah, Wellington, and Wheeler 
and came away with 460 points.

Those competing were Hunter 
Caison, Zak Roberts, Ben Estlack, 
Ronan Howard, Parker Haynes, 
Cutter Seay, Toby Leeper, Mason 
Allred, Wes Shaw, Millie McA-
near, Hayden Moore, Zane Cruse, 
Riley Jantz, Jasmyn Bordonaro, 
Ella Estlack, Emma Roys, Jacob 
Murillo, Koltyn Shields, Kaleb 
Mays, Bryce Williams, Avery 
Halsey, Maloree Wann, Kate Shaw, 
Berkley Moore, Kenidee Hayes, 
and Gracie Clark. 

CHS had 36 students compete 
at the district meet with 20 advanc-
ing in 14 events. Regionals are on 
April 26 on the campus of West 
Texas A&M University in Canyon.

April 10, 2024

Two CHS students 
‘die’ in mock wreck

As the moon partially extin-
guished the sun’s glow Monday 
afternoon, a mock accident staged 
by Clarendon High School “snuffed 
out” the lives of two students.

The solar eclipse captured 
the attention of millions across the 
country, but as the sky darkened, 
it gave an exceptionally eerie feel-
ing to the scene setup behind the 
Clarendon CISD D-wing.

The Shattered Dreams pro-
gram illustrated the dangers of 
drinking and driving by staging a 
crash and the resulting efforts of 
first responders in full view of the 
student body, who had been given 
glasses were released from class to 
see the eclipse.

The drama that unfolded was 
fully explained Tuesday morning 
during a “memorial” service at the 
First Baptist Church, where friends 
and families mourned a real sense 
of loss for seniors Harrison Howard 
and Jared Musick, who had been 
pronounced “dead” Monday after-
noon.

April 24, 2024

Local officials get 
raises with grants

The Donley County Sheriff’s 
Department and County Attorney 
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have received state grants that are 
helping boost salaries and purchase 
vehicles without putting additional 
burden on the local taxpayers.

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced last week his office has 
delivered nearly $126 million in 
financial assistance to rural law 
enforcement and prosecutor offices 
as part of a grant program that is 
addressing challenges faced by these 
groups in counties with small popu-
lations. The Donley County Sheriff’s 
Department received $250,000, and 
the county attorney’s office received 
$100,000.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
local deputies and jailers/dispatch-
ers saw the new money starting with 
their March 15 paychecks. County 
Treasurer Wanda Smith said dis-
patchers’ salaries went up almost 
$13,000 a year and deputies’ salaries 
went up $4,650 thanks to the grant.

County Attorney Landon 
Lambert said due to the terms and 
requirements of the grant, his office 
likely won’t be able to use the full 
$100,000, but he was able to create 
a full-time position for his assistant.

April 24, 2024

Hedley hires new 
school principal

Hedley ISD School Board of 
Trustees approved the hiring of a 
new principal for the 2024-2025 
school year during their meeting on 
April 15.

Brandi Moffett of Clarendon 
will be joining Hedley ISD as the 
principal.

Moffett was raised in Amarillo 
and has been married for ten years 
to her husband, John, who is the 
Clarendon High School principal. 
Together they share six kids and two 
daughters-in-law.

April 24, 2024

CC women’s rodeo 
qualifies for nationals

For the first time in school his-
tory, the Clarendon College wom-
en’s rodeo program is taking a full 
team to the College National Finals 
Rodeo.

The Bulldogs wrapped up the 
10-event Southwest Region season 
this past weekend at the Tarleton 
State University rodeo in Stephen-
ville, Texas, by finishing second in 
the standings and earning the right to 
have four ladies compete at Casper, 
Wyoming, in June.

“It was a pretty exciting week-
end to see us be able to pull through 
and get it done,” said Wyatt Smith, 
coach of the Clarendon’s women’s 
rodeo team. “We were 65 points 
behind going into Tarleton (State 
University), and Brenna Ellis made 
the short round in breakaway roping. 
She finished second in the short 
round and split second, third and 
fourth in the average, and that was 
enough to get us the points to secure 
second in the region.

May 1, 2024

Benson wins annual 
Chance Jones 5K

Colton Benson and Katy Tubbs 
were the top winners during the 12th 
annual Chance Mark Jones Roar & 
Run 5K last Saturday, April 27, at 
the Donley County Courthouse.

More than seventy people reg-
istered for the event to help raise 
awareness of child abuse with about 
40 actually running or walking the 
5K.

Benson was the overall winner 
of the 5K with the best men’s time 
and finishing first in the 11-19 age 
group in 18 minutes, 11 seconds. 
Katy Tubbs was the first woman to 
cross the finish line with a time of 
47:03 and taking second in the 20-29 
age group.

May 1, 2024

Hedley ISD names 
top students

Hedley ISD has announced the 
salutatorians and valedictorians for 
the Classes of 2024 and 2028 and 
set plans for high school and eighth 
grade graduations.

Eighth grade graduation will be 
at 10:00 a.m. in the HHS library on 
May 16 with the high school gradu-
ation being at 7:00 p.m. in the HHS 
library on May 16.

The Valedictorian for the Class 
of 2024 is Liam Branigan. Liam is 

the son of Shayne and Angela Bra-
nigan. He is graduating with a GPA 
of 97.28 or a 3.975 on a four-point 
GPA.

The Salutatorian for the Class 
of 2024 is Ashlee Holmes. Ashlee is 
the granddaughter of Christie Carter. 
She has a GPA of 92.77 and an aver-
age of 3.781 on a four-point scale.

The Valedictorian for the Class 
of 2028 is Sebastian Garcia. Sebas-
tian is the son of Monecia Villar-
real and holds a 94.88 GPA. The 
Salutatorian for the Class of 2028 
is Cristina Ros Silvestre. She is the 
daughter of Basilio Ros and Manuela 
Silvestre. She has a GPA of 94.34.

May 5, 2024

Voters turn down 
CCISD bonds; H’wick 
okays county sales tax

Voters turned out in large num-
bers Saturday and defeated $11.7 
million in bonds for Clarendon 
CISD and turned down two of the 
three sales tax districts proposed by 
Donley County.

CCISD voters rejected all three 
bond proposals on the school ballot. 
Proposition A was defeated: 244 
“For” to 356 “Against.” It would 
have allowed $1.8 million for safety 
and security upgrades and the school 
as well as two new buses. Proposi-
tion B was defeated:  194 “For” to 
411 “Against.” It would have pro-
vided$6.9 million in improvements 
at Bronco Stadium. Proposition C 
was turned down 217 “For” and 384 
“Against.” It would have funded 
$3 million for a new vocational ag 
building.

CCISD voters also re-elected 
Wayne Hardin to the Board of Trust-
ees and selected Taylor Shelton to 
be a new board member. Vote totals 
for the two board seats were: Hardin 
304, Shelton 472, and Ken McIntosh 
117.

City of Hedley residents re-
elected Mayor Trisha Chambless 
over challenger Calvin Holland, 
36-20. Incumbent Aaron Hanes will 
be joined by John Pierce on the city 
council as the top choices of Hedley 
voters for two seats on the city coun-
cil. Vote totals were Hanes 33, Pierce 
30, and Joe Pafume 14.

Hedley voters also turned down 
the creation of County Assistance 
District #2, which would have levied 
a 1.0 percent sales tax in the city to 
help fund the Donley County Sher-
iff’s Department. The proposal was 
defeated 11 “For” and 42 “Against.”

The City of Howardwick, 
however, approved the creation of 
County Assistance District #1 by a 
vote of 40 “For” and 12 “Against.” 
That district would also levy a 
1.0 percent sales tax to assist law 
enforcement.

Rural Donley County voters 
narrowly turned down levying a 2.0 
percent sales tax in unincorporated 
areas of the county and defeated cre-
ation of County Assistance District 
#3 by a tally of 101 “For” to 111 
“Against.”

May 8, 2024

Early morning fire 
destroys local home

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a house 
fire in the 800 bock of Johns Street 
in the early morning hours of Thurs-
day, May 2, and the property was a 
total loss.

Fire Chief Jeremy Powell said 
the department was dispatched at 
4:43 a.m. and arrived on the scene 
within about six minutes to find the 
home of Terry Sims fully engulfed.

Sims had made it out of the 
house, and Powell said it was likely 
that the fire had been burning 15 or 
20 minutes before the call went out. 
Fire fighters worked to keep the fire 
from spreading to other nearby struc-
tures.

CVFD responded with four 
trucks and 12 firefighters and had the 
blaze knocked down by 5:15. They 
remained on the scene until 7:30 a.m.

May 15, 2024

Council votes ‘no’ to 
sanctuary ordinance

The Clarendon City Council 
voted against a proposed “Sanctu-
ary City for the Unborn” ordinance 
last Thursday, May 9, with aldermen 
saying the bill would come close 
to overstepping city authority and 
cause division in the community.

The vote was 3-0 with Alder-
men Eulaine McIntosh, Tommy Hill, 
and Terri Floyd all voting against the 
proposed ordinance. Alderman John 
Lockhart was absent from Thurs-
day’s meeting due to a work conflict, 
but he voiced his opposition to the 
ordinance when it was first presented 
last month.

The regular meeting, which 
was held at the Mulkey Theatre, was 
attended by about 80 people, many 
of whom were from out of town. 
Public comments lasted over an 
hour with 18 people speaking for the 
ordinance and 13 against it. Those in 
attendance were given the opportu-
nity to register their opinion on the 
issue when they arrived with 39 in 
favor and 31 opposed.

Among those speaking in favor 
was Mark Lee Dickson, the political 
activist who first sent the ordinance 
to the city. He said the ordinance 
would close loopholes in the Texas 
Heartbeat Act. He said the Odessa 
and Lubbock mayors support it and 
said Attorney General Ken Paxton 
approves of it and said those who 
reject the ordinance reject the Heart-
beat Act.

Rev. Ken McIntosh of the 
First Christian Church was among 
those speaking against the sanctu-
ary ordinance. McIntosh first spoke 
out against the measure at the city’s 
April meeting and said he was more 
opposed now. In a prepared state-
ment given ahead of time to the city 
and the Enterprise, McIntosh wrote, 
“Passing the ordinance only further 
divides and damages our commu-
nity.” He also wrote, “Most of what 
the ordinance contains is already 
Texas law.”

May 15, 2024

CHS names Leeper, 
Halsey as top grads

Clarendon High School has 
announced the top students for the 
Class of 2024 are Toby Leeper and 
Avery Halsey.

The top students will be recog-
nized along with other graduating 
members of the class during com-
mencement exercises at the Harned 
Sisters Fine Arts Center at Clarendon 
College next Friday, May 24.

Toby Leeper is the class Vale-
dictorian with a weighted grade 
point average of 6.16. He is the son 
of Timothy and Catrina Leeper. 

Avery Halsey is the Salutato-
rian with a weighted GPA of 6.01. 
She is the daughter of Matt and 
Stephanie Halsey.

May 15, 2024

Two dead following 
chase with authorities

Two people are dead follow-
ing a chase with the Donley County 
Sheriff’s Department and mul-
tiple law enforcement agencies last 
Friday, May 10.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
his office was notified by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety about 2:35 
that afternoon that a semi-truck 
being sought by the federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency was pinging 
at Allsup’s in Clarendon. Blackburn 
was further notified that the Putnam 
County, Tennessee, sheriff’s office 
had raided the home of the suspects 
and found drugs, weapons, and body 
armor.

During the chase, the female 
truck passenger, later identified as 
51-year-old Elizabeth Stevenson, 
began firing at officers. DPS spiked 
the truck’s front tires as it was 
headed west on I-40, the truck then 
turned around at the Pampa turn-off 
and headed back eastbound. Officers 
shot more tires, and a blockade was 
set up near the eastbound Safety Rest 
Area. Stevenson again began firing 
at officers. Gunfire was exchanged, 
and Stevenson was pronounced 
dead at the scene. The truck driver, 
60-year-old Edward Stevenson, was 
transported to an Amarillo hospital, 
where he also later died from injuries 
received during the gunfire.

May 15, 2024

City adopts dusk-to-
dawn curfew for park

The Clarendon City Council 
adopted a new park curfew ordi-
nance during their regular meeting 
last Thursday, May 9, at the Mulkey 
Theatre.

Following several acts of 
vandalism in recent months with 

CLARENDON

ARENA OF LIFE COWBOY CHURCH 
FOURTH & PARKS• PASTORS: BUNK & AMY SKELTON 

SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY: 7 P.M.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
US 287 E • 874-3156 • REV. SETH SHIPMAN

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 5 P.M.• WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
300 S. CARHART • 874-2495 

SUN. BIBLE CLASS 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. 
SUN. 6 P.M. • WED. 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF NAZARENE
209 S. HAWLEY • 874-2321 • PASTOR: ALLEN POSEY 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN SERVICE: 11 A.M.
• WED.: 7 P.M.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
12148 FM 2162 • 874-0963
PASTOR: LARRY CAPRANICA 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED. COMMUNITY KIDZ 5:30 P.M. 

WED. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 6 P.M. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
120 E. THIRD ST.  • PASTOR: DR. KEN MCINTOSH

SUNDAY SERVICE: 5 P.M.

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4TH ST. & HWY. 70 SOUTH • PASTOR: JASON HOUSTON
SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:40 A.M.

WED. BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 BUGBEE AVE. • 874-3833 • REV. LANCE WOOD

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:55 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • KID’S ACTIVITIES: WED. 6 P.M. 

YOUTH STUDY: WED. 7 P.M.
COLLEGE MINISTRY: WED. 9 P.M.

CLARENDON METHODIST CHURCH
420 S. JEFFERSON •  874-3667 • BRO. RYAN QUIST 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. YOUTH: 6:OO P.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY 6:30 P.M.

JESUS NAME APOSTOLIC CHURCH
720 E. MONTGOMERY • REV. 874-2078

REV. CALVIN BURROW  
SUN. SERVICES: 3 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BODY OF CHRIST MINISTRIES:
501 S. MCCLELLAND • PASTOR: R.W. ELLERBROOK  

SATURDAY: 6 P.M. • SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: 9:30 A.M.
SUN.: 10:30 A.M.  • SUN. LIFE GROUP: 4:30 P.M.

WED.: 6:30 P.M.

CHRIST’S KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY:
416 S. KEARNEY • 874-2007

SUN. BREAKFAST 9:30 A.M. • SUN. PRAISE & WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 A.M. • WED.: 5 P.M.

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
12120 US 287 (JUST WEST OF CLARENDON) • 874-5020
PUBLIC MEETING & WATCHTOWER STUDY: SUN. 10 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY, CONGREGATIONAL THEOCRATIC MINISTRY 

SCHOOL & SERVICE MEETING• TUES.: 7 P.M.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
301 S. PARKS ST. • 874-2511 • REV. JIM AVENI

SECOND SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 A.M.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONTGOMERY & MCCLELLAND 

FR. BALA POLLISETTI
SUN. MASS 11 A.M.

ST. STEPHENS BAPTIST CHURCH
300 N. JEFFERSON ST. • PASTOR: ROY WILLIAMS

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M. (WEATHER PERMITTING)

TRUE CHURCH OF GOD & CHRIST
301 N. JEFFERSON  • ST. PASTOR: JEFF RILES

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

THE GATHERING
623 W. FOURTH  • PHYLLIS COCKERHAM

SUNDAY: 10 A.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

HEDLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

110 E. SECOND ST. • MINISTER: STEWART MESSER
SUN. BIBLE CLASS: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7:30 P.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 N. MAIN ST. • PASTOR: STAN COSBY

SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
210 N. MAIN ST. • 856-5980 • PASTOR: BRUCE HOWARD

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN.: 11 A.M. & 6 P.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

HOWARDWICK
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

235 RICK HUSBAND BLVD. • 874-3326 • REV. JIM FOX 
SUN. SCHOOL: 8:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:00 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 5 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

MARTIN
MARTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

US 287 W 
SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BRICE
BRICE DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE

PASTOR: LOUIS BENNETT
SUNDAY: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

SPONSORED BY

ROBERTSON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

COUNTRY BLOOMERS 
FLOWERS & GIFTS

WALLACE MONUMENT CO.

GENE & KATHY HOMMEL

CLARENDON FAMILY 
MEDICAL CENTER

J&W LUMBER

PILGRIM BANK

For corrections or 
additions, call 

the Enterprise at:

874-2259

WorshipWorship
  DIRECTORY  DIRECTORY

Joey & Brenda Lee
Lee’s Insurance

PO Box 189 • Clarendon, Texas 79226

806.874.2130

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m.

Steve & Janet Carter
Phone: 806.874.2007

PHELPS PLUMBING
heating • air-conditioning

806-662-7126
HVAC# TACLB3255E PLUMBING # 12746

Mr. Fix ItMr. Fix It
Kyle HillKyle Hill

Minor repairs, odd jobs, and more.Minor repairs, odd jobs, and more.

672-8908672-8908
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¿Qué Pasa?
Community Calendar

January 2
Owls & Lady Owls v Shamrock • 
11:00 a.m. • Away

Broncos v Bushland • 7:30 p.m. • 
Away

Lady Broncos v Palo Duro • 6:00 
p.m. • Away

January 13
Donley County Junior • Livestock 
Show & Sale •  Donley County Activ-
ity Center

Menus
January 6 - 10 

Donley County Senior Citizens 
Mon: Mexican pile-on, torti-
lla chips, Spanish rice, garden 
salad, brownie, iced tea/2% milk.
Tues: Stroganoff, black eyed 
peas, spinach, whole wheat 
roll, strawberry short cake, iced 
tea/2% milk.
Wed: BBQ chicken, baked pota-
toes, green beans, whole wheat 
roll, cherry cobbler, iced tea/2% 
milk.
Thurs: Pork loin, long grain rice, 
turnip greens, whole wheat roll, 
pumpkin pie, iced tea/2% milk. 
Fri: Pollock, Brussel sprouts, 
French fries, hushpuppies, fruit 
cocktail, sugar cookie, iced 
tea/2% milk.

Clarendon CISD
Breakfast 
Mon: No School
Tues: Pancake wrap, yogurt, fruit, 
fruit juice, milk.
Wed: Breakfast sandwich, fruit, 
fruit juice, milk.
Thu: Breakfast pizza, fruit, fruit 
juice, milk.
Fri: Dutch waffle, sausage, fruit, 
fruit juice, milk.

Lunch
Mon: No School
Tues: Chicken n waffles, veggie 
cup, fruit, milk.
Wed: Chicken nuggets, mac & 
cheese, carrots, squash, grapes, 
milk.
Thu: Breaded mozzarella sticks, 
marinara, tomato cup, salad, 
pears, fruit, milk.
Fri: X-treme burrito, corn, cucum-
bers, rosy applesauce, dessert, 
fruit, milk.

Hedley ISD
Breakfast 
Mon: No School
Tues: Pancakes, bacon, bananas, 
fruit juice, milk.
Wed: Croissant ham & cheese 
sandwich, peaches, fruit juice, 
milk.
Thu: Maple pancake & sausage 
sandwich, apples, fruit juice, 
milk.
Fri: Waffles, sausage, orange, 
fruit juice, milk.

Lunch
Mon: No School
Tues: Frito pie, beans, veggie 
cup, pineapple, cookie, milk.
Wed: Steak fingers, gravy, roll, 
corn, peaches, milk.
Thu: Boneless chicken wings, 
celery, chips, carrots, mixed fruit, 
milk.
Fri: PBJ, carrots, celery, animal 
crackers, fruit juice, milk.

damage done to the historic rock 
walls of Prospect Park, city officials 
felt it was necessary to take action to 
give law enforcement more tools to 
prevent further damage.

The ordinance which was unan-
imously approved sets a city park 
curfew from sunset to sunrise every 
day. No one is to be in a city park 
after dark.

May 24, 2024

Bell receives state 
coaching recognition

Clarendon High School’s Kasey 
Bell has been honored for her work 
as the Texas Association of Basket-
ball Coaches Assistant Coach of the 
Year for the 2023-2024 season.

Bell, who is the Junior Varsity 
Lady Bronco coach, was nominated 
by Lady Bronco head coach Korey 
Conkin and received her award last 
weekend.

Bell has been employed at 
Clarendon ISD since 2001 as an Ele-
mentary Physical Education Teacher 
and began her coaching career in 
2002. According to Bell, she has 
worked with many good coaches at 
CISD and has been Conkin’s assis-
tant for eight years.

June 5, 2024

‘Thang’ raises funds 
for senior citizens

The fourth annual That Senior 
Thang “FAM FEST” provided lots 
of family fun Saturday, June 1, 
while raising money for the Donley 
County Senior Citizens Center.

The annual chicken barbecue 
was again a big hit with 400 chicken 
halves prepared. Some frozen 
cooked chicken halves are still avail-
able for those who missed the event. 
They are $5 and can be picked up 
at the center during regular hours 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

The 50/50 Raffle grew to 
$10,250 with half the pot going to 
the winning ticket purchased by 
Clarendon Family 

June 5, 2024

CEDC okays ranch 
heritage mural work

A new mural will soon be 
taking shape downtown following 
action by the Clarendon Economic 
Development Corporation last week.

The CEDC board approved a 
design and engaged artist Malcolm 
Byars to paint a mural on the south 
side of the REFZ building. Byars 
plans to begin work on the mural 
next Monday, June 10, and hopes to 
be finished before July 4.

The Clarendon mural will pay 
homage to the area’s ranching his-
tory and to one of the community’s 
most popular events. It will feature 
a Chuckwagon camp scene along 
with images of pioneer ranchers Col. 
Charles Goodnight, John and Corne-
lia Adair, and Alfred Rowe.

The ranch heritage mural will 
cost about $27,000 and will be paid 
for by Hotel Occupancy Tax funds 
administered by the CEDC.

Just two weeks ago, the CEDC 
erected a new sign at the corner of 
US 287 and Kearney Street designed 
to welcome visitors while also pro-
moting the new REFZ Sports Bar 
& Grill and provide a promotional 
opportunity to downtown merchants. 
The CEDC and the Chamber of 
Commerce have also purchased sea-
sonal banners for the new streetlights 
in the 100 block of Kearney Street.

June 12, 2024

Route 66 Festival to 
include Jericho stop

The 2024 Route 66 Festival 
is continuing this week after a big 
crowd attended Day Two of the cel-
ebration in Donley County at the old 
Jericho townsite.

Numerous vendors were on 
hand for the Jericho Star Gazing part 
Friday evening, and a crowd grew 
steadily throughout the evening with 
hopes of seeing celestial wonders 
through the telescopes of the Ama-
rillo Astronomy Club that were set 
up near the old tourist courts.

Mother Nature provided an 
extremely pleasant evening with a 
cool breeze and low temperatures, 
but fickle as she sometimes is in 
the Panhandle, she gathered storm 
clouds from the north just as the 
stars began to peak out. As the sun 
set, lightning dancing in the distance 

caused the telescopes to be put away 
and the evening quickly dismissed.

Organizers and townsite owners 
Blair and Blanca Schaffer were very 
happy with the turnout and say they 
plan on hosting more events at Jeri-
cho this year. A metal-detecting party 
recently turned up some interesting 
artifacts, and the townsite is sched-
uled to host more Route 66 tourists 
this week as the festival’s East Bus 
tour brings a load of Mother Road 
enthusiasts to the ghost town on 
Wednesday.

June 19, 2024

Council considers 
garbage rates

The Clarendon City Council 
appointed a new alderman and dis-
cussed several issues ranging from 
garbage rates to groundwater sales 
during its regular meeting last Thurs-
day, June 13.

The council met in closed ses-
sion for about 20 minutes to discuss 
possible candidates to fill the posi-
tion left vacant when former alder-
man Larry Jeffers did not run for 
re-election last month. Upon return-
ing to open session, the council 
unanimously elected Ashlee Kidd 
Estlack to serve in that position until 
the next election.

Representatives of Waste Con-
nections were present to discuss the 
company’s upcoming rate increase. 
Their contract with the city allows 
for a cost of living adjustment based 
on certain indices. The company 
is seeking an increase of about 3.5 
percent. The council will revisit this 
next month. City officials discussed 
with Waste Connections complaints 
from citizens who are not having 
their garbage picked up regularly.

June 19, 2024

CC duo wins big at 
national finals rodeo

Two Clarendon College cow-
boys put on a whale of a show during 
last week’s College National Finals 
Rodeo and left their mark on every-
one in Casper, Wyoming. They came 
up just a few points short of claim-
ing the men’s team title, but they’re 
pretty excited about being the run-
ners-up.

“I think it shows what 
Clarendon College is all about,” said 
Weston Timberman, a sophomore 
from Columbus, Montana, who won 
his second straight bareback riding 
crown. “It’s a no-joke school. If you 
go to Clarendon, you go there to ride 
bucking animals, and I think we’ve 
proven that time and time again.

“It shows how dominant we can 
be coming out of Clarendon. If we 
had six guys at the college finals, we 
would be unstoppable.”

June 26, 2024

Stauder gets ‘trip of 
a lifetime’ to DC

Clarendon’s Tom Stauder says 
it was “the trip of a lifetime” when 
he joined about 85 other veterans 
from the Panhandle and South Plains 
on an Honor Flight to the nation’s 
capital.

Stauder was accompanied by 
his grandson, Bobby Tyler, in a 
group of about 125 people for the 
South Plains Honor Flight, which 
started Friday, May 31. Stauder and 
ten others had served in the Korean 
War. About 74 others had served in 
Vietnam.

July 3, 2024

Historical marker 
honors local pioneer

A Clarendon pioneer was hon-
ored with a Texas Historical Marker 
in Amarillo recently to commemo-
rate his last impact on the history of 
the Texas Panhandle.

The late Mathew “Bones” 
Hooks was honored on Juneteenth 
with the unveiling of the marker 
in the Amarillo park that bears his 
name.

Hooks was born in Robertson 
County in 1857 and started work-
ing as a cowboy at the age of seven. 
He developed a skill at taming wild 
horses. He moved to Clarendon in 
1886 and was instrumental in lead-
ing the organization of St. Stephen’s 
Baptist Church here in 1894 to min-
ister to local African Americans. It 
was the first black church in the Pan-
handle.

In 1900, Hooks and his wife, 

2024: CEDC commissions mural

IN MEMORY
Sarah Ann Moss
David Jack Hall

William Rhode Chamberlain
Ernestine “Tena” Mooring

Monte Lynn McAnear
Deborah Laverne Hanes

Nicholas Alan Burrow
James “Mac” Miller

Kathleen McPherson Blackwell
Sybil Brown

Jason Keith Lowrie
Craig Merritt Snell
Mary Joan Wood

Robert Adolph Boehm
Sara Francis Spalding Carter

Vanetta “Tookie” McClellan Thornberry
Scharlett Sue Leeper

Becky Hudson McAnear
Randal “Randy” Lynn Crump
Glenda Kay Koontz Rogers

Josiah Paul Howard
Geneva Ruth Barham

Carl Lee Evans
Juanita Felipita Sanchez

Claudia Gail Tuttle
Louva Agnes Hunt

Joel Wallace Gehman
Jo Dee Mincey-Waits
Lucy Caroline Saye

Carolyn Ruth Castner Moffett
Coy ‘K.C.’ Gene Cooper

Henry E. Michels
Everett Williams

Glenn Franklin Wallace
Jerald Dalton “Jerry” Askew

Gail Thomas
Thomas Clark Carson

Melinda Jane McAnear
Jani Beth Blackerby Walker

Ronetta “Ronnie” Gail Young Miller
Rob Plunkett

Michele Denise Harlan
Sandy Silva

Madeline Bates
James Frederick (Fred) Clifford

Sterling Jeffery (Jeff) Keen
Elizabeth “Betty” Smith Boston

Donald Dean Durham
Kenneth Dalton “Kenny” Booth

Carol Hinton
Joseph Earl “Joe” Burnett

Helen Louise Welch
Danny Thomas Russell

Loy “Red” Davis
Tiny Drake Alderson

Robert Jaramillo
Gerald Ronald Lane
George Winfred Self
Charline Mozel Mays

Ranchwear for the Working Cowboy
CornellsCountryStore.com/collections/wyoming-traders

Keep Warm This Winter
IN WYOMING TRADERS 

WOOL VESTS 
& WOOL SHIRTS!

The Big Station
of the 806

806-259-3511 • 806-874-9930

FM 105.3

 

Mike’s
PHARMACY

Hwy 287 West • Clarendon, Texas

Your
Friendly
Pharmacy
From prescription 
medicine to vitamins, 
we provide everything 
you need, along with 
best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Brandon Frausto, 
PHARMACIST

Call 874-3554 or Toll Free 800-766-2089

806-822-REFZ806-822-REFZ
806-822-7339 • DOWNTOWN CLARENDON • 118 S. KEARNEY806-822-7339 • DOWNTOWN CLARENDON • 118 S. KEARNEY

NOW OPEN!
MON. - THURS. 11 AM - 10 PM

FRI. & SAT. 11 AM - 11 PM
SUN. 11 AM - 9 PM

HAPPY HOUR:  3-6 PM  
$8 LUNCH SPECIALS:

  11 AM - 3 PM,  MON. - FRI.

TACO TUESDAYS
WING WEDNESDAYS

LADIES’ NIGHT THURSDAYS
STEAK NIGHT FRIDAYS

20+ Years' Experience
Drain Camera / Locator
Drain Hydro Jetter
Residential & Commercial

Oren Shields
M-44240

806.205.3666
806.277.0335

Fully Licensed & Insured
Residential/Commercial

ShieldsPlumbingServices@yahoo.com

Follow us... 
to a website for all your local news. Anna, moved to Amarillo and 

worked for the Santa Fe railroad. 
There he helped establish the North 
Heights community for Amaril-
lo’s black residents, led efforts to 
develop a park there (today’s Bones 
Hooks Park), a black school, and 
black community center. He also 
developed a social club for boys and 
fought for equal access to medical 
care for black citizens in Amarillo.

July 10, 2024

Circle M8 wins COEA 
annual ranch rodeo

The Circle M8 team took top 
honors at the Clarendon Outdoor 
Entertainment Association’s annual 
Ranch Rodeo last Friday and Satur-
day during the 147th annual Saints’ 
Roost Celebration.

Circle M8’s scores beat out 19 
other local and regional ranch rodeo 
teams as working cowboys put their 
skills to the test. The team was made 
up of Phillip Reynolds, Rye Reyn-
olds, Chance Holcombe, and Jayde 
Smith.

The Bar R Horses team fin-
ished second with Phillip Reynolds, 
Rye Reynolds, Chance Holcombe, 
Wesley Gudgell, and Levi Moles-
worth; and the Crockett Cattle team 
was third with Ben Crockett, Wes 
McKee, Kater Tate, Cutter Hermes-
meyer, and Cooper McClesky.

The Top Hand for the rodeo was 
awarded to Jake Baca, and the Top 
Horse award was won by Quincy 
Carlton.

This year’s attendance for the 
three-day junior rodeo and ranch 
rodeo was 1,390, up from a count of 
1,225 people who attended in 2023.

CCC Remuda won the Junior 
Ranch Rodeo with a team comprised 
of Chance Anderson, Reece Myers, 
Kelby Brownlee, Colt Mason, and 
Rhyder Rosipal.

July 10, 2024

Celebration draws 
big attendance

It was a busy time in Clarendon 
last weekend with a good turnout 
for the 147th annual Saints’ Roost 
Celebration July 4-6, starting with 
the Lions Club’s bingo and barbecue 
cookoff on Thursday and running 
through the parade, rodeo, and other 
big events on Saturday.

The Lions’ bingo packed about 
96 people in the Lions Hall the 
morning of the Fourth. Afterwards, 
the Lions’ barbecue cookoff drew 
five teams that prepared chicken, 
pork, and beef entries. The Junior 
Ranch Rodeo wrapped up activities 
for the Fourth, and the Depression 
Luncheon was held at the Crossties 
Ministry Center Friday followed by 
the first night of the COEA Ranch 
Rodeo, the results of which are 
printed separately.

The theme for celebration 
parades this year was “A Salute to 
Service,” honoring the men and 
women in uniform who serve Amer-
ica.

The Liberty Electric Kids 
Parade started things off Saturday 
morning with three age categories 
plus a motorized division.

Winners were as follows: 
Motorized – first place Ransom 
Wylee Renee and second place 
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Oakleigh Douglass; Ages 0-3 – first 
place Astrid Jaramillo, second place 
Rodey Henson, and third place Nata-
lie Dillman; Ages 4-8: first place 
Kendall Danner, second place Kinze 
Zongker, and third place Lennyn 
Gaines; and Ages 9 and Up: first 
place Elizabeth Newton, second 
place McKinley Wilhelm, and third 
place Kennedy Wilhelm.

In the Herring Bank Parade, 
the Clarendon High School Class 
of 2025 won the first place Float, 
Summer Towing had the best car/
truck entry, best Animal entry was 
MR Cattle, Newhouse Farms had 
the best Tractor entry, and Country 
Bloomers Flowers & Gifts had the 
best Other entry.

July 10, 2024

CC wins title in 
Australian contest

A dominant display by 
Clarendon College saw the 2024 
ICMJ National Championship go 
to the team from Texas last week 
with the University of Queensland 
coming in second place.

The winning team, made up 
of Libby Modisette, Scott Phillips, 
Lydia Sharp and Jace Hall finished 
26 points ahead of UQ.

Clarendon’s Libby Modisette 
also took out the title of Champion 
Individual with a score of 1089, 
just four points ahead of UQ’s Jade 
Wilkinson.

CC took out four of the six 
competition categories including 
pork judging, beef judging, and com-
mercial evaluation.

The Japan National team also 
took home some ribbons, winning 
the Overall Questions category, with 
Hokkaido University student Momo 
Sato achieving the highest individual 
score in the lamb judging competi-
tion.

July 17, 2024

Channel 10 spotlights 
Clarendon community

NewsChannel Ten’s Summer 
Celebration rolled into Clarendon 
Monday afternoon with a large 
crowd gathering on the Courthosue 
Square for several fun activities.

A Donley County Sheriff’s 
Department escort led the news team 
in a short parade from College Hill 
down Third Street to the Courthouse 
where multiple vendors were set up.

NewsChannel Ten did their eve-
ning newscasts in front of the Court-
house with cheering local students 
and fans in the background. Several 
stories on the local community were 
featured during the evening, rang-
ing from downtown revitalization 
to the Lady Bronco basketball team 
to an interview with Kenneth King. 
All those and more can be viewed 
at newschannel10.com/community/
summer-celebration.

July 25, 2024

Hoedown earns $9k 
for H’wick fire dept.

Butch Murray was the winner 
of the mini-bikes and trailer at the 
sixth annual Howardwick Hoedown 
last Saturday in McMorries Memo-
rial Park. Officials said this year’s 
Hoedown was the biggest one ever 
and raised more than $9,000 for the 
City of Howardwick Volunteer Fire 
Department. Courtesy Photo / Sandy 
Childress

The sixth annual Howardwick 
Hoedown was a huge success with a 
great day of fun and fellowship last 
Saturday at McMorries Memorial 
Park.

City Secr etary Sandy Lynn 
Childress said the weather was pretty 
warm, but it did not deter anyone 
from having a good time.

“It was the best one year,” she 
said. “It was the biggest turnout 
we’ve ever had, and it was the most 
donations that we’ve ever had.”

A total of $9,100 after expenses 
will be going to the City of Howard-
wick Volunteer Fire Department.

July 31, 2024

CHS grad enjoys trip 
to Washington

Amongst a bustling schedule of 
being a senior, Class of 2024 gradu-
ates Wes Shaw of Clarendon, and 
Kaitlin Bawcom and Audrey Jones 
of Wellington, entered Greenbelt 
Electric Cooperative’s essay contest 
for a chance to attend this year’s 

Rural Electric Washington, DC, 
Youth Tour.

The students composed essays 
of less than 750 words on the sub-
ject, “How Would My Life Be Dif-
ferent Today Without Electricity.”

Judges chose the three students 
for the June 16-23 Government-
in-Action Youth Tour as part of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour. Sponsored by electric 
cooperatives, the sponsors are com-
mitted to educating rural youth about 
America and the role electric coop-
eratives play in developing strong 
rural communities.

Shaw explained that he has 
attended Texas 4-H Congress in 
Austin as part of the leadership team, 
and one day, he hopes to work in 
Washington, DC, or Austin to advo-
cate for agricultural pursuits.

July 31, 2024

CISD extends super’s 
contract one year

The Clarendon CISD Trustees 
extended the contract of Superinten-
dent Jarod Bellar during their regular 
meeting July 16 and continued to fill 
out the faculty roster for the coming 
school year.

The board met behind closed 
doors before returning to open ses-
sion and taking action on personnel 
matters.

Bellar’s performance was eval-
uated, and trustees voted to extend 
his contract by one year through 
June 30, 2028.

July 31, 2024

Former city employee 
facing felony charge

A former Clarendon animal 
control officer was jailed Monday on 
a charge of Cruelty to Animals after 
a puppy was reportedly killed by her 
last week.

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said 29-year-old Alexan-
dra Armbrust turned herself in July 
29 after a warrant for her arrest was 
issued that morning.

Armbrust was arraigned by Jus-
tice of the Peace Sarah Hatley with 
bond set at $10,000 for the third-
degree felony. She was released on 
bond Monday.

Blackburn said according to his 
office’s investigation, the puppy was 
picked up last week by Armbrust and 
given to a local family. The sheriff 
said the puppy’s owners went to City 
Hall on July 25 and paid a fee to get 
their pet back. At that time, Armbrust 
allegedly returned to the family to 
whom she had given the puppy, shot 
the animal in the head, put it in a 
trash bag, and returned to City Hall 
to give it to the owners.

August 7, 2024

County gets not so 
good news from THC

It was good news and bad news 
for Donley County last week when 
the Texas Historical Commission 
awarded a $2.3 million grant to help 
fund preservation work on the 1890 
Courthouse.

While county officials were 
pleased the THC recognized the 
importance of preserving the 
Texas Panhandle’s oldest function-
ing courthouse, they say the grant 
was not at all what the county had 
applied for.

County Judge John Howard 
said the county had applied for a res-
toration grant to complete more than 
$4.6 million in needed repairs, spe-
cifically to address conservation of 
spalling sandstone and problems in 
one of the building’s masonry walls.

The county had pledged a match 
of $820,000 in its grant application, 
which amounted to an overmatch of 
18 percent instead of the required 
15 percent, in hopes of securing the 
necessary state funds to do the work.

But when the THC made its 
announcement last week, it awarded 
Donley an emergency grant, which 
requires a 50 percent match. In other 
words, the county would have to put 
up $2.3 million of its own money to 
get the state’s $2.3 million to com-
plete the $4.6 million project.

August 7, 2024

Howardwick begins 
street paving work

A major street paving project 
is getting underway in Howardwick 
this week after years of planning and 

months of negotiations.
Howardwick City Hall said 

Tuesday that G&G Operators of 
Dalhart will begin work that will 
see about seven blocks of hot mix 
asphalt paving laid down on Rick 
Husband Boulevard from Dawn 
Drive, just past the country club, 
to Dana Drive near the entrance of 
McMorries Memorial Park.

The project will be a major 
milestone for the community and 
will address long-time problems 
with the city’s main thoroughfare.

“This is a big deal for Howard-
wick,” City Secretary Sandy Chil-
dress said. “It’s been long-awaited 
and hard fought for.”

August 14, 2024

City appoints Word to 
Greenbelt board

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil accepted resignations from two 
people and appointed a replacement 
for one during its regular meeting 
last Thursday, August 8.

Alderman John Lockhart sub-
mitted his resignation after ten years 
of service to the city. The council 
accepted his resignation with regrets 
and agreed to wait until a future 
meeting to name a replacement for 
Lockhart to serve until the next elec-
tion.

The council also accepted the 
resignation of Ken McIntosh, who 
had just recently been appointed to 
represent the city on the Greenbelt 
Water Authority Board. McIntosh 
said he was not able to attend the 
Greenbelt meetings since he is work-
ing at that time.

Aldermen unanimously named 
Cameron Word to take the city’s seat 
on the Greenbelt board. Word had 
expressed interest in the position and 
indicated his willingness to serve in 
that capacity.

August 21, 2024

TxDOT honors Miller 
for 20 years’ service

The Childress District of the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) presented service awards 
to 11 district employees on Wednes-
day, Aug. 14. 

Among those honored were 
J.B. Covey – Hall County mainte-
nance with ten years of service and 
Brian Miller – Donley County main-
tenance with 20 years.

August 29, 2024

Careless Snapchat 
post leads to arrest

A Clarendon College student 
has been charged with a third-degree 
felony after a social media post 
caught the attention of the FBI last 
week.

“A girl is facing a felony now 
for putting something stupid on 
Snapchat,” Sheriff Blackburn said. 
“People need to think before they 
type.”

The FBI contacted the Donley 
County Sheriff’s Office last Thurs-
day morning, and the agent reported 
discovering an image on Snapchat 
that clearly showed the student and 
an entryway of the dorm she lives, 
which was identified as Clarendon 
College. In the post, the student said 
she was “shooting up this school” 
because a big bug was on her.

The sheriff’s office immediately 
contacted the college, located the 
student, and took her into custody 
for Terroristic Threat.

September 11, 2024

Disaster operations 
facility considered

Donley County Judge John 
Howard addressed the county’s 
plans for recently acquired property 
near the Courthouse Square as the 
featured program at the Clarendon 
Lions Club Tuesday.

The county acquired a quarter 
of a block at the southwest corner of 
Third and Jefferson across the street 
west of the county jail about a year 
ago. Recent demolition of the houses 
on that property caused a stir on 
social media which resulted in mis-
information being generated.

The facility would not be a jail 
but would house the Donley County 
Sheriff’s Office and serve as an 
Emergency Operations Center.

Federal grant funds could pos-
sibly be acquired to help build such 
a facility. 

September 18, 2024

Aldermen appoint 
Smith to vacant seat

The Clarendon City Council 
named Mandy Smith to take a vacant 
alderman’s position during their 
regular meeting last Thursday, Sep-
tember 12.

Alderman John Lockhart 
stepped down from the council 
last month, and city officials had 
received two letters of interest from 
local citizens.

After conferring in closed 
session for about ten minutes, the 
council returned to open session and 
voted to appoint Smith to the vacant 
seat.

September 26, 2024

Donley Co. jobless 
rate dips in August

Jobless rates in the Texas Pan-
handle continue to be lower than the 
state average overall, but Donley and 
Hall counties continue to see higher 
rates.

August unemployment data 
shows Donley County’s jobless rate 
actually fell from 5.0 percent in July 
to 4.8 percent last month.

Seventy-one people were look-
ing for work in Donley County 
compared to 74 in July, and the 
workforce decreased slightly from 
1,469 in July to 1,465.

October 2, 2024

Crosstimber Ranch 
team wins cookoff

The Crosstimber Ranch wagon 
team from Mustang, Okla., claimed 
the championship of the Col. Charles 
Goodnight Chuckwagon Cookoff 
last Saturday, September 28, beating 
out 12 other teams.

Competing in the Saints’ Roost 
Museum’s 30th annual cookoff, 
Crosstimber was first in Overall 
Cooking, second in Best Wagon & 
Camp, and placed in four out of five 
food categories to win the title of 
best Overall Wagon & Cooking.

The 17th annual Junior Cookoff 
the day before the big event drew 11 
contestants, who were paired with 
experienced wagon teams to prepare 
dessert for the cooks’ dinner Friday 
night.

First place was Matthew New-
house cooking with DT Wagon, 
second was Connor Askew cook-
ing with the J-D Wagon, and third 
was Brindle Ross cooking with the 
Break-Away Wagon. All the winning 
youth were from Clarendon.

October 2, 2024

Council pulls plug on 
water system study

The Clarendon City Council 
voted to discontinue any further 
exploration of developing an inde-
pendent municipal water supply 
during a called meeting last Thurs-
day, September 26.

The city had spent several 
months looking into the possibil-
ity of creating its own water supply 
separate from the Greenbelt Water 
Authority, including having an engi-
neering firm study the availability of 
groundwater in the city and negoti-
ating a limited escape clause in its 
agreement with Greenbelt to allow 
Clarendon to breakaway from the 
five-city system it has be a part of 
since the 1960s.

During Thursday’s meeting, 
City Administrator Brian Barboza 
said after reviewing the advice of the 
financial advisor and considering the 
city’s trouble with staffing, he did 
not recommend pursuing the project.

“My gut feeling is to not go this 
route because we’re good where we 
are with Greenbelt Water Authority,” 
Barboza said.

Alderman Ashlee Estlack said 
she had concerns about the financial 
impact of adding more salaries or 
higher salaries to the city budget to 
run a water supply.

“I don’t feel we’re in a position 
to take this on,” Estlack said. “This 
would be a 40-year debt. I’d rather 
be in partners with other cities.”

Estimates were that it would 
cost about $5 million to develop a 
water system, and that figure would 
become $8 million with interest over 
time. The city would trade off pay-
ments to Greenbelt for payments on 
debt to become independent, but offi-
cials did not believe there would be 
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October 10, 2024

Clarendon council to 
discuss trash service

The Clarendon City Council 
will be talking trash during its regu-
lar meeting this Thursday at 5:30.

The city and residents have 
been grappling with issues of Dump-
sters not being picked up in a timely 
manner, and this week’s council 
agenda includes reviewing the city’s 
agreement with Waste Connections 
as well as consulting with an attor-
ney on the matter.

Last week, City Administra-
tor Brian Barboza posted a state-
ment on the city website addressing 
citizens’ complaints of overflowing 
trash bins. Barboza said truck main-
tenance issues and new truck drivers 
who were unaware of some Dump-
sters have led to delays. He encour-
aged residents to notify the company 
directly when their trash is not 
picked up by going online. Click the 
“Missed Pickup” tab at https://www.
wasteconnections.com/contact-us.

October 10, 2024

Hunt underway after 
Memphis cop shot

A manhunt for suspect who shot 
the Memphis Police Chief entered its 
sixth day in Hall County Tuesday as 
the multiple agencies continued the 
search.

Authorities have been looking 
for Seth Altman, age 33, of Mem-
phis on a charge of Attempted Capi-
tal Murder of a Peace Officer. The 
Memphis Police attempted to serve 
Altman with an arrest warrant for 
burglary about 10:51 p.m. at his resi-
dence on October 3. Altman report-
edly pulled out a handgun and fired 
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multiple times, striking Police Chief 
Rex Plant, before fleeing on foot.
October 10, 2024

Election to decide 
Hedley CISD tax

Hedley school officials are 
hoping voters will approve a higher 
tax rate this November to help the 
district compete on faculty and staff 
salaries and keep up with mainte-
nance and safety issues.

The Voter-Approved Tax Rati-
fication Election (VATRE) will be 
held Tuesday, November 5, which 
is the same day as the presidential 
election. Early voting will be from 
October 21 to November 1.

Voters are being asked to 
approve a 12-cent increase in the 
school district’s ad valorem rate, 
which would bring it to $0.7892 per 
$100 valuation, and would bring in 
an additional $257,394 to the dis-
trict.

“We don’t have the money to 
compete with other districts, and 
we’d like to give just a little more 
for salaries and stipends,” Superin-
tendent Tracey Bell said. “We’d also 
like to put some back for mainte-
nance and operations.”

October 16, 2024

CC hosts Stampede
More than 850 contestants from 

16 colleges and universities crowded 
onto the grounds of the Clarendon 
College Livestock & Equine Center 
October 10-12 for the Stampede 
Rodeo. 

The NIRA regional event was 
won by the following individuals 
Bareback Riding – Will Norstrom, 
Western Texas College; Saddle Bronc 
Riding – Waitley Sharon, Tarleton 
State University; Tie Down Roping 
– Chance Fleming, Cisco College; 
Break-Away Roping – Kaylie Garza, 
Tarleton; Steer Wrestling – Garrett 
Curry, Sul Ross University; Team 
Roping – Irvin Varela, New Mexico 
Junior College; Goat Tying – Jacee 
Graff, Weatherford College; Barrel 
Racing – Aspen Adams, Cisco; and 
Bull Riding – Tanner Skene, Sul 
Ross. Tarleton State University had 
the best men’s team, and Cisco Col-
lege had the best women’s team. 

Clarendon College’s men’s 
team placed sixth, and the CC wom-
en’s team finished seventh.

October 16, 2024

City consults lawyer 
on trash service

Garbage was high on the 
agenda of the Clarendon City Coun-
cil when it met in regular session last 
Thursday.

With some residents continuing 
to report Dumpsters not being picked 
up, the council met in closed session 
with the city attorney for about 25 
minutes to review the city’s fran-
chise agreement with Waste Connec-
tions for the collection, hauling, and 
disposal of solid waste.

After the council returned to 
open session, aldermen approved 
a motion to retain the Underwood 
Law Firm and direct them to send a 
demand letter to Waste Connections.

October 25, 2024

Waste Connections 
responds to council

Clarendon officials this week 
continue to work with Waste Con-
nections to resolve issues with gar-
bage collection in the city.

The city council responded to 
citizens’ complaints about trash not 
being picked up by meeting with 
its attorney on October 10 and then 
authorizing an attorney to write a 
demand letter to Waste Connections.

City Administrator Brian Bar-
boza said Monday the sanitation 
company contacted him after they 
read the Enterprise’s online coverage 
of that meeting.

“I’m not sure the letter had even 
been sent yet,” Barboza said.

Waste Connections Amarillo 
District Manager Bobby Fira sent 
a letter to Barboza referencing the 
ClarendonLive.com article and stat-
ing that the company strives to main-
tain good service.

“We do acknowledge there 
have been some service issues over 
the last two months, and we want 
to apologize.” Fira says in the letter 
obtained by the Enterprise. “There 
have been some extenuating circum-
stances though. Our long-standing 

Clarendon driver retired from WCN 
on 8/16/2024 which required us to 
employ a new driver in the city. We 
have also experienced some truck 
issues with a very old truck that was 
primarily being used in Clarendon. 
We have worked vigorously to 
resolve these issues.”

October 31, 2024

Ft. Worth police 
capture Altman

A Hall County man who eluded 
capture for three weeks after report-
edly shooting the Memphis police 
chief is in jail this week after he was 
arrested in Fort Worth on Friday, 
October 25.

Seth Altman, age 33, was 
returned to Memphis on Tuesday and 
was being held in the Hall County 
Jail with bond set at $1 million.

Altman was held in the Tarrant 
County Jail until he was transported 
to Memphis this week.

November 6, 2024

Clarendon Lions 
mark 102nd birthday

The Clarendon Lions Club held 
its 102nd anniversary Charter Ban-
quet last Tuesday, October 29, and 
presented awards during the evening.

Boss Lion Richard Green 
announced Lion Ted Shaller as the 
Lion of the Year. Lion David Dock-
ery was recognized by the club with 
a plaque honoring his term of service 
as club president from 2023-2024. 
Lauren Ceniceros was formally 
crowned as the club’s Sweetheart for 
the current year. Lion Ashlee Estlack 
was recognized for her 15 years of 
service and Lion Chuck Robertson 
for 20 years. The club also received 
and approved and application from 
our newest Lion, Benjamin Estlack.

November 6, 2024

Voters turn down 
HISD tax increase

Hedley ISD voters said “no” to 
a proposed 12-cent increase in the 

school’s tax rate Tuesday.
The HISD Voter Approved 

Tax Ratifciation Election (VATRE) 
would have increased taxes to pay for 
higher salaries, security upgrades, 
and other expenses to help deal with 
dwindling state funds, according to 
school officials. Voters narrowly 
rejected the proposal with 108 FOR 
the measure to 135 AGAINST it.

November 13, 2024

Hedley celebrates 
new playground

Hedley ISD celebrated the 
grand opening of its new playground 
on Monday, November 11, with a 
fun-filled event for students, staff, 
board members, and the entire com-
munity.

After months of anticipation, 
students finally got to explore the 
new equipment that replaced the 
older structures. The event was 
marked by cupcakes and excitement 
as students explored the fresh out-
door space designed for both fun and 
fitness.

The journey to this playground 
began with the removal of the old 
equipment, followed by site prepara-
tion and the installation of the new 
equipment.

Thanks to the Stronger Con-
nections Grant, which Superinten-
dent Tracey Langford applied for 
in July 2023, the district could fund 
this playground, open a Community 
Closet, and launch a district-wide 
mental health program that benefits 
students, families, and staff members 
alike.

November 20, 2024

Aldermen continue 
trash service talk

Trash service was front and 
center again when the Clarendon 
City Council held its regular meeting 
last Thursday, November 14.

Representatives from Waste 
Connections were present to discuss 
residents’ complaints about trouble 
with trash pick-up in the city and 
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their company’s efforts to improve 
the situation.

“We want to know, are we 
doing better?” Waste Connections 
District Manager Bobby Fira asked.

City Administrator Brian Bar-
boza said complaints from citizens 
has slowed down considerably and 
said most issues now seemed to stem 
from Dumpsters not being picked up 
at some rural locations.

Alderman Eulaine McIntosh 
pushed for improved communica-
tions between the city and Waste 
Connections, and Alderman Mandy 
Smith said the communications as 
been a lot like “playing telephone.”

Alderman Ashlee Estlack said 
she thought the citizens deserved 
some kind of consideration, espe-
cially considering the recent garbage 
rate increase.

“We have paid for a service we 
didn’t receive,” Estlack said.

November 26, 2024

CHS student qualifies 
for for state contest

Clarendon High School’s 
Hunter Caison is bound for state after 
CHS participated in the 2A Regional 
Congressional Debate meet in Ama-
rillo November 5.

Also participating were Zane 
Cruse, Ronan Howard, and Ken-
nedy Halsey. Caison, a sophomore, 
won the 2A Regional Congressional 
Debate championship.

With the win, Hunter secured 
his spot at the UIL State Congressio-
nal Debate meet which will be held 
on January 7-8, 2025 on the Univer-
sity of Texas campus. Sophomore 
Zane Cruise placed tenth in the meet.

December 4, 2024

CVFD responds to 
house fires Saturday

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department was kept busy Saturday 
evening in the midst of the celebra-
tions downtown.

Shortly after the festivities 
began on the Courthouse Square, a 
call went out to house fire on Col-
linson Street at the Regina Wootten 
residence.

Items set on the stovetop 
caught fire and were discovered by 
the owner, who put out the fire but 
called 911 to make sure the fire was 
out and because of all the smoke in 

the home.
Later that evening, an electrical 

fire broke out in the home of the late 
Lucy Saye on Wood Avenue. Tim 
Saye discovered the blaze at the back 
of the house and called 911. Firemen 
responded quickly, and damage was 
contained to the immediate area 
where the blaze started. The house 
was heavily smoked but was saved 
from major damage.

December 4, 2024

Small Town Christmas 
declared big success

Small Town Christmas was a 
huge success last Saturday, Novem-
ber 30, with big crowds turning out 
for activities downtown and support-
ing local merchants on Small Busi-
ness Saturday.

Event organizer Denise Ber-
trand said she has received many 
compliments and “only three com-
plaints,” and she considers that a 
success.

“We were planning to meet in 
January to decide if we want to do it 
again next year,” Bertrand said, “but 
now we’re meeting in January just to 
talk about what to improve.”

December 4, 2024

Ashtola cutting horse 
wins world title

Ashtola, Texas, is now home to 
a world champion after last week’s 
cutting horse competition in Fort 
Worth.

RJ Sanny Squared finished out 
her career by scoring 229 points in 
the first go at the National Cutting 
Horse Association World Finals on 
November 23 and then continued to 
perform over the next three rounds 
on November 24, 28 and 30 to secure 
the title.

The mare is owned by Johnny, 
Janet, and Shannon Cooper of Ash-
tola.

December 12, 2024

H’wick accident 
sends 3 to hospital

A three-vehicle accident on 
Saturday evening at Howardwick 
sent three people to the hospital 
but resulted in no serious injuries 
according to the Texas Department 
of Public Safety.

DPS Sgt. Cindy Barkley said 

an underage, non-licensed driver 
was northbound on SH 70 when he 
attempted to turn left on to Rick Hus-
band Boulevard in front of another 
vehicle travelling southbound on 
SH 70. The ensuing collision caused 
the two vehicles to spin into a third 
vehicle stopped on Rick Husband 
that was waiting to get on SH 70.

December 19, 2024

City Council grills 
trash service rep

Garbage collection was high on the 
agenda of the Clarendon City Council 
during its regular meeting last Thursday, 
December 12, as aldermen again grilled 
Waste Connections about its perfor-
mance in the city.

Things seemed to be improving 
when the council met in November; but 
after tapering off, the number of missed 
Dumpster complaints has started going 
up again, city officials said.

Waste Connections representa-
tive Christian Rios told the council the 
company has had “some hiccups the last 
couple of weeks” and said Waste Con-
nections was willing to refund $3,000 
to the city for its missed collections. The 
company claims a 95 percent collection 
rate.

“That’s an insult,” Alderman 
Eulaine McIntosh said. Alderman Ashlee 
Estlack agreed and pushed back against 
the company’s collections claim.

“There’s no way we’re at 95 or 
more percent collections,” Estlack said.

Alderman Tommy Hill said his 
trash had not been picked up in three 
and a half weeks and suggested a Waste 
Connections supervisor come ride with 
the local driver for a week to see what’s 
happening.

City Administrator Brian Barboza 
brought up needing Waste Connections 
to allow the city to go out early for pro-
posals for trash service. “We’re not going 
to renew,” Barboza said. To which Rios 
responded, “We’re not going to rebid.”

December 19, 2024

Franks wraps up 
another good NFR

Clarendon’s Cole Franks had a fan-
tastic run at the National Finals Rodeo. 
He led the aggregate standings most of 
the way, only to be surpassed on the final 
night by world champion Dean Thomp-
son. 
He finished second in the average, 
worth more than $70,000, and placed 
seven times, earning $156,340 in Las 
Vegas and finished the campaign 
sixth in the world standings with 
$295,896. 

2024: Franks scores high at National Finals Rodeo in Vegas

Clarendon Lions Club Regular 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
David Dockery, Boss Lion. Roger 
Estlack, Secretary

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce Regular 
Board of Directors meeting third Tuesday 
each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Clarendon 
Visitor Center.

Clarendon Lodge #700 AF&AM 
Stated meeting: Second Mondays, 
7:30 p.m.  Refreshments at 6:30 
p.m.  Practice: Fourth Mondays,   
7 p.m. Chris Wilson - W.M., Russell 
Estlack - Secretary. 2 B 1, ASK 1

MEETINGS

500
Single-Sided
Business Cards

Order
Now

for $45+Tax

CALL 874-2259

250
Single-Sided
Business Cards

Order
Now

for $38+Tax

CALL 874-2259

1000
Single-Sided
Business Cards

Order
Now

for $65+Tax

CALL 874-2259

1000
Double-Sided
Business Cards

Order
Now

for $85+Tax

CALL 874-2259

Call in your ad at

874-2259
Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. 

Prepayment required. 
Visa / MasterCard accepted.

Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. classifi eds
REAL ESTATE

Clarendon Alcoholics Anony-
mous Group 806-661-1015, 
806-671-9766, 806-205-1840, 
24 hour hotline 877-421-4334. 
Mon. & Sat. 7 p.m. 416 S Kear-
ney St.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this news-
paper is subject to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to advertise "any 

preference, limitation, or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an intention, to make any such 
preference, limitation, or discrimination."  Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women, 
and people securing custody of children under 18. 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in violation of the 
law.  Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.  To complain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.  The 
toll-free telephone number of the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275.
CLASSIFIED AD RATES are $10.00 for the fi rst 
15 words and 15¢ for each additional word. Special 
typefaces or boxes are extra.
THANK YOU NOTES are $15.00 for the fi rst 40 
words and 15¢ for each additional word.
DEADLINES are 5:00 p.m. each Monday, subject to 
change for special editions and holidays.
PREPAYMENT IS REQUIRED on all ads except 
for customers with established accounts. Visa and 
MasterCard accepted.
ERRORS: Check your ad on its fi rst printing. Errors 
not corrected within ten days of the fi rst printing are 
the responsibility of the advertiser.

FACILITIES AVAILABLE - Family Reunions, 
Receptions, Business Meetings, Club Func-
tions, and more. Clarendon Lions Hall, 111 W. 
Fourth. Call 874-2259 for rental information.

Saints' Roost Museum
610 East Harrington

Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Open for appointments.

Call 874-2746.

ANNOUNCEMENTSSERVICES
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     THE      THE ACTIONACTION
Keep up with all your local sports teams.
Keep up with all your local sports teams. 

Subscribe today.Subscribe today. Call 874-2259.Call 874-2259. 

BEST WESTERN PLUS RED RIVER INN in 
Clarendon, TX is taking applications for a 
Housekeeping Attendant.  The ideal candidate 
will be dependable and have a positive atti-
tude.  Starting pay is $12 per hour.  Raises (up 
to $15 per hour) will be based on performance 
and reliability.  Uniforms provided.  Paid vaca-
tion.  Pool and fi tness center privileges.  Pleas-
ant environment.  The hours are generally 8am 
to 3pm fi ve days a week including most week-
ends.  Please apply in person. 

HELP WANTED

MADE MONEY
WITH THE 

CLASSIFIEDS
It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little 

help from the Big-E Classifieds. 
Let our sales team help you place 

an ad today, in print or online!

Call 806-874-2259 or go to clarendonlive.com.
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JOSH

WEATHERS
live

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31
DOORS OPEN @ 6:00 PM | SHOW STARTS @ 8:00 PM

MULKEY THEATRE |  CLARENDON, TEXAS

CASH BAR
SERVICE

PROVIDED BY 
REFZ

Tickets on sale January 3 at 
www.MulkeyTheatre.com

$50 general admission

$100 VIP seats
balcony or first three rows on the floor

PRESENTED BY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Mulkey
t h e a t r e

December 26, 2024

African choir to sing 
The Community Fellowship Church 
will host the internationally acclaimed 
African Children’s Choir on December 
29 at 11 a.m. Founded in 1984, the choir 

as performed all over the world.

December 26, 2024

. Weathers to perform 
The Mulkey Theatre announced 

country music singer Josh Weathers and 

his band will perform in Clarendon on 
January 31. 

Weathers is well known in in the 
Texas country music scene at performed 
for the inaugration ball of President 
Donald Trump in 2017.
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